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PREFACE. 



This edition, begun eight years ago, has been 
worked upon with fair persistency. It is designed for 
the practical use of American students as they are. 

In securing a pure text — which has been a chief 
aim — and materials for its elucidation, I have had 
much help from the authorities mentioned in the BibHo- 
graphical Note. Professor Curme, my tried colleague, 
has given valued advice at many points. I express per- 
sonal thanks, also, to the Librarians of the National 
Library in Berlin and of Columbia University in the 
City of New York for the use of original materials for 
illustration. 

J. T. H. 

EvANSTON, Illinois 
1904 
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INTRODUCTION. 



I. THE SPIRIT OF GOETHE'S EGMONT. 

Egmont is, by right, a young people's drama. It was 
the work of a splendid youth at the full sun-burst of his 
dawning powers, and into which he put his very heart 
and soul. 

Twelve years later, when Goethe was giving his play 
its last revision, he fell in love with it because it brought 
back, as nothing else could do, those stirring hours when 
the tide of his young life had run so full and deep ; under 
this influence he wrote : " Everything that I take hold of 
goes of itself ; a breeze out of the days of my youth often 
seems to blow upon me." His strongest hope for the play 
was that it might make a " fresh " impression. 

The student will perhaps bear with one suggestion just 
at this point, namely that his study of Egmont will prove 
rather a dead and profitless thing unless he can surrender 
himself so unreservedly to this contagious spirit as to 
become its victim and its mouthpiece, 

Goethe made Eg mont the outlet for emotions which 
were racking him" almost Deyona enaurance. Tn 1775 
(thanks to Rousseau) there was in the air a belief that 
the open expression of intense natural feeling was the very 
promise of a new golden age. Glowing, open-hearted sen- 
timent, not cold intellect, was to bring all men together 
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VI INTRODUCTION. 

as brothers and to abolish misery and oppression. " We 
have borne the* yoke too long ; freedom at any cost ! " was 
the watchword of those days of " Storm and Stress." 

To be sure, when Goethe came to know life better, he 
put self-denial first and personal liberty after; he came 
to admit — as people are likely to do — that some of these 
enthusiasms were ^ftubctltctll^aft'' : the happy thought- 
lessness and unrestrained joy of living got into fatal col- 
lision with the thoughtful prudence of maturity; the 
generous hatred of pedantic rules was seen to be largely 
a rebellion against any law whatever, — and yet we can 
hardly believe that Goethe ever really condemned these 
younger outbreaks. He recognized, for all his riper wis- 
dom, the truth that, were it not for occasional explosions 
of natural force, life and progress would soon get hope- 
lessly shut in by fixed, iron bands of custom and tradition. 
Egmont is a d rama of freedom engaged in a life-and- 

^' death struggle witS tyrannvr The beginnin gs of the Amer - 

ican Revolution were holding Goethe's breathless attention 
^ as he wrote, and its ideals of liberty and equality are 
reflected everywhere in the work. Washington and Frank- 
lin had captivated him, and were his heroes. 

Despite his later resignation to the authority of Law and 

r'^ Order, and despite a strong distrust of the judgment of the 

^ masses upon complex questions, Goethe ^jam fr always, in -a 

certain deeper sense, a good democrat at heart: the spirit 

\ of His^^workS is an insplrmg""example'l)TThe American 
spirit. Hence Goethe is a good author for young Amer- 
icans to study piously. Nowhere do we find (except, per- 
haps, in Lowell's Birmingham address on "Democracy") 
a better ar^ment for personal freedom than in JEgmont's 
^ dispute with the Duke of Alva i n the Fourth Act. Liberty 
of conscience (a right which Americans have done much 
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to assert) is demanded on every page. Egmont mixes 
f reely with the masses, r espects their judgmen t, a nd takes 
t hem into his confidence in a way which would have been 
approved by Abraham Lincoln. 

In Egmont the drama of freedom is shown at the mo- 
ment of highest mterest : deadly absolutism, with its grim 
machinery of repression, is making its supreme effort to 
strangle personal liberty, once for all. 

Romantic Love, a pure human instinct, may safely be 
trusted to the full, in spite of any scruples of cold prudence, 
— this was an easy corollary to the strong faith in " natu- 
ral emotions " which was held by the " Storm and Stress " 
party. (Tennyson's Locksley Hall shows how the " Storm 
and Stress" period reappears in most individual lives.) 
It goes without saying that all conventions of birth and 
all differences in social standing were to give way to the 
one great elemental impulse of the Soul. Goethe himself 
was hopelessly, feverishly in love: the golden dreams of 
his absorbing passion for Lili Schonemann had just been 
cruelly broken off by a sudden, hateful, forced surrender, 
at the moment when his blissful intoxication was at its 
dizziest height. Lili was a graceful, highly-bred, irre- 
sistibly captivating young person; her normal, though 
not heartless, coquetry had kept the young man guessing 
as to his fate, and had excited a supreme desire for pos- 
session. It was his nature to feel a tyrannous necessity 
for sympathetic response. "I need much, very much, to 
fill this heart of mine," he wrote at this time. 

But more absorbing than the interest which any love- 
story can have, is the fascination which the whole drama 
of human life exerts upon the young — the bolder delving 
into all the larger human experiences, the intenser joys and 
sorrows which time is bound to bring into every one's lot. 
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By the time he had reached the age of twenty-six, Goethe 
had gone deep down into the most vital problems of nature, 
of destiny, and of philosophical inquiry. If the real truths 
of life are to be found out by searching, then Goethe had 
surely come to a point where he had a right to his opinions. 
He had concentrated his splendid powers of mind, and had 
eagerly exercised them to their full extent on philosophy, 
jurisprudence, political economy, medicine, natural science, 
history, archaeology, art, and literature. Genuine classical 
studies had brought him near to the serene, well-propor- 
tioned types of the Greeks, and had acquainted him with 
the ground-principles of truth and beauty. No education 
is so broadening as that which acquaints us with human 
nature. He had surrendered himself unconditionally to 
Shakespeare, with the result that his whole knowledge of 
man was widened, and all things became new and strange. 

A letter written by Goethe a few months before he began 
Egmont tells in a few sentences his purposes : 

" There is another Goethe [than the one who is devoting 
himself to fashionable society] whose beloved great world 
of nature will soon be open to him again; whose work, 
and striving, and soul-life are going forward without inter- 
ruption; who tries to give expression to the simple emo- 
tions of youth in poetry and to the strong savor of life 
in more than one drama ; . . . who never troubles himself 
to ask what any one else may think of his doings, because 
as he works he always rises one g^ade higher; because 
he has no desire to reach any of his ideals at a bound, 
but wishes his emotions to develop, by struggle and by 
play, into capacities." 

Yes, " the strong savor of life " is more attractive to 
generous minds than all shows and spectacles which have 
no aim beyond entertainment. Egmont js built upon the 
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de ep laws of human nature, fate, the wilU tl^e controlling . 
iorces oi the UniY ££a£ > It is a broad panorapia of life in w 

nit s larger aspect^ , not an entertaining story for children 
or idlers. 

Soon after its completion, Goethe wrote to the Grand 
Duke of Weimar, a man of strong will and great practical 
ability for conducting affairs of state : " I hope that my 
Egmont may not hesitate to present himself to you, also, 
and to men of your stamp, for I wish, for the rest of my 
days, to write nothing which men who live a large and 
active life, and who have lived such a life, may not read, 
and shall not take pleasure in reading/' 

" Delight in tragedy is a sign of youth," says Mr. Gum- 
mere in his Beginnings of Poetry, Tragedy has to do 
with the untimely wreck of something noble, something 
fit to survive (especially noble ideals), and this wreck 
takes place not because of a lack of truth but because of 
a lack of power. " He has seen but half the universe who 
has never been shown the house of Pain. ... No theory 
of life can have any right which leaves out of account the 
values of vice, pain, disease, poverty, insecurity, disunion, 
fear, and death."* Goethe's mood was dark and bitter 
at the time of writing, because of his disappointment in 
love. "Near the harbor of home and happiness I have 
been outrageously cast out again upon the open sea." The / " ] 
minor note of tragedy and dis illu sion sounds througho ut . *>• 

the play..... 

The chief tragedy in our drama is the failure of free / 

institutions to stand against cold calculating tyranny . ™ 
T here are plenty of s econdary tragedies , especially the 
fau'of the hero because of his overweening self-confidence . 

* Emerson, The Tragic, which should be read at this point. 
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There is the spiteful control of men's lives by the 
"demonic" element, of which Goethe makes very much 
in discussing the play in later years, — probably a good 
deal more than he ever thought of when writing. This 
demonic factor is an inexorable destiny which "shapes 
our ends " without reference to our will or our personal 
interests. It plays skittles with our best-laid plans, some- 
times to our good, quite as likely to our hurt, and revels 
in the apparently impossible. It is not a power that works 
for righteousness : right is likely to be driven to the wall, 
and wrong to triumph. It fills its subject with irresistible 
confidence, for weal or woe. It casts a spell upon the 
actors in the drama of life, so as to paralyze their will 
at the most critical moments. Earnest thinkers have often 
discussed the un-moral favoritism with which the very 
best gifts of life are parcelled out (Read Schiller's 
impressive poem, Das Gluck), The very highest perform- 
ances seem to be but a sort of passivity: allowing one- 
self to be played upon by those superhuman forces, of 
which men are merely the tool. 

In short, by "demonic" forces Goethe probably meant 
those agencies of nature which work in darkness and 
mystery. He also indicates that these forces, which so 
often defeat the lovable and give the victory to the hate- 
ful, yield in the ultimate order of the universe, to a still 
higher destiny which satisfies moral beings. This final 
triumph over the temporary sway of the unmoral and 
unreasonable is intimated in the last scene of Egmont^ 

A successful historical play is almost an impossibility, 

for its author has to put a whole nation upon the stage, 

and to show the workings of endless trains of cause and 

^ 

* See an interesting article on Goethe's idea of the " Demonic " 
in the Grensboten, Vol. 6i (1902) ; Part II, pages 319, 364. 
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effect. This, however, is just what Goethe proposed to 
do. " I kept close to history," he said, " and made every 
effort to stick to the facts as nearly as possible." The 
more one studies the records of the period, the more is 
he convinced that -Goethe carried out his plan, — in spite 
of intentional changes, or omissions of irrelevant things. 
He made deep studies to acquaint himself with the spirit 
of the Dutch people, and with the history of the times. 
The epoch chosen was one of the decisive turning-points 
in the world's affairs. The only bulwark against the 
crushing force of repression was the civic spirit of the 
inhabitants of the Netherlands. Goethe represents this 
spirit in a way which is likely to remain a model. He 
was peculiarly gifted from his boyhood with a power of 
"visualization," the ability to clothe the dry persons of 
history in flesh and blood, so as to set them to work as 
living beings. We come to know the Dutch folk as 
sturdy, good-natured, hearty, independent, decent, self- 
respecting, well stocked with rough mother- wit; while 
the picture is that of a nation, each person is an indi- 
vidual as well as a type. Perhaps Goethe has failed to 
give a full impression of the magnificent heroism which 
this nation showed in the long struggle with Spain; this 
motive has been well supplied in Beethoven's overture, 
which combines admirably the patriotic and romantic with 
the heroic and stirring. 

The inside view of statecraft i s one of the l arger 
featii res of_ the Egm ont-drama , — no doubt the chiet one 
which we owe to Goethe's long revision of the play in 
Weimar and Rome. It reflects what he had learned of 
th'is complicated matter during ten years' responsibility at 
the head of the government of Saxe- Weimar. We are 
let into close confidences as to expert theories of admin- 
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istration; we are taught to see through the secret designs 
of other people and to thwart them; we are made intimate 
with the reserved, thoughtful leader, whose every act is 
the fruit of political information; we encounter a shrewd 
defence of arbitrary power. We see not only the solid 
advantages of democracy, but also its seamy side: un- 
willingness of the good to co-operate, greed of the bad for 
spoils, subserviency of all to the shrewd demagogue. We 
learn something about handling masses, how to irritate 
them and how to win them back to order. So, too, there 
is a demonstration of the impress which one strong indi- 
viduality may make upon the people; while compelled to 
accept the limitations of their instincts and character, 
still able to shape and handle them. 

In our drama is the pageant of wa r, the clank of arms, 
the tramp of soldiers . Egmont is, at pt-esettt, always a 
favorite play with military officers in Germany. 

I n writing Egmont, Goethe was mak ing a Declaration 
of ind e penden ce in favor of a Northern, national, uer - 
jnanic art, tree trom fixed rules which had fastened 
themselves upon southern Europe from the days of the 
ancient Greeks. Shakespeare and other English writers 
had taught the young poet that a powerful work could 
be produced in an untrammeled form, without confining 
the action to narrow bounds of time or place. Whether 
this example tended to a scattering of interest or not, 
as a practical drama Egmont will repay most careful 
study: this concerns the whole handling of the play, its 
dramatic structure, its picturesque groupings and stage- 
settings, its telling incidents, its entrances and exits. In 
representing its chief figure as the pre-determined pro- 
duct of deep-lying conditions for which he is not responsi- 
ble, and in thereby reducing the element of his free will, 
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the play is a very noticeable forerunner of the modern 
" naturalistic " drama. 

Ampere, in a verdict which gratified Goethe very much, 
said : " Egmont seems to me the summit of Goethe's the- 
atrical career: it is no longer the historical drama of 
Gots, no longer the antique tragedy of Iphig^i^ it is 
real modern tragedy, a tableau of scenes from life, which 
combines the literalness of the former with the grand 
simplicity of the latter. In this work, written in the / 
strength of his young manhood* and at the fulness of his/ 
powers, he has perhaps set forth his ideal of human life 
better than anywhere else." 

Taking into account all that has just been said, we 
may fairly imply that Egmont, the profound, concentrated 
product of a master-poet's best work, is not a thing to 
be appropriated in any easy or half-hearted way. With 
charming delicacy of suggestion Goethe wrote to sixteen- 
year-old Fritz von Stein : " I am gratified to learn that 
you like Egmont as you read it for the second time. The 
piece has been thought through so often, that it is quite 
possible that a person might be able to read it a number 
of times." It is almost touching to read the author's 
appeals to his dearest friends to appreciate this gift, which 
was so largely a giving of his whole great self. " I have 
never completed a piece of work with a more untrammeled 
soul, or with more conscientiousness than this " ; "I know 
what I have put into my Egmont, and that this cannot all 
be read out of it the first time " ; " it was a harder task than 
could ever be told, and it could never have been finished if 
I had not had absolute freedom of time and of mind." 

Alas, he was compelled to find that even his most 
gifted and cultured friends in the choice, intimate Weimar 
circle did not take the work seriously enough. He felt 
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that they were too easy-going, too unwilling to study it 
carefully. They objected, off-hand, to the very passages 
where the poet had solved some prime dramatic diffi- 
culty, or had labored to conceal it; if a scene had been 
ingeniously contrived to motivate with wonderful com- 
pactness and effect some of the most necessary factors in 
the tragic plot, they found it "too long"; their other 
criticisms were based upon similar superficialities which 
quite failed to take into account the real, deeper purposes 
of an artist who was tremendously in earnest. 

The present editor ventures, as a practical matter, to 
urge upon those who use his book a loud, expressive 
declamation of the original words of the drama. He is 
near to believing that this prescription, honestly carried 
out, would bring almost everything else needed. 

II. THE CHIEF CHARACTERS. 

Our drama, although having to do with broad general 
principles, is centered about one carefully-drawn person. 
This way of treatment is Shakesperian and modern, rather 
than ancient Greek. Goethe's heroes are not necessarily 
final, or "perfect characters.'* It is only a short-sighted 
critic who would absolutely identify the leading figures 
in Goethe, Shakespeare, Browning, or Kipling with these 
writers themselves. A vigorous creator surrenders himself 
to the portrait he is drawing long enough to give it final 
expression; the character does its own work, points its 
own lesson, and then goes its own way, to give place to 
another figure, perhaps diametrically opposite to the first. 

"There was never a King like Solomon, 

Not since the world began: 
But Solomon talked to a butterfly 

As a man would talk to a man " 
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• 

and this ability to hold himself for a time in full sympa- 
thy with his subject, whatever it may be, is the mark of 
the poet. 

Ej grpiQD t himself was personally very attractive to 
Goethe because of his full, normal health, strength, and 
love of life, his chivalrousness, and his generous instincts. 
vPersonal btavery is the chief note of his character.^ He 
is thoroughly human, particularly "so" Tii possessing un- 
mistakable flaws. J A lordly aristocrat, of splendid phy- 
sique, irresistible, prettily responsive to agreeable blan- 
dishments, with boundless confidence in himself, he cheer- 
fully accepts the earth and the fulness thereof as his 
own by natural right. Add to this his military successes, 
his wealth and lavish display, his friendly sympathy with 
the plain people, and we see how well he is adapted to 
become a popular ideal and idol. 

Goethe offers no cloak for the weaknesses of his 
ppnont , whose fatal defect is superficialitv : — he is what \ 
Schiller called him, a " WeltkinS,^ altogether too free 
from those severe and rigid restraints which should have"^ 
given direction and power to his life, and have saved 
it from lapsing into downright frivolity. After the manner 
of self-indulgent persons, he screens his ungentlemanly 
acceptance of others* sacrifice by a hearty, good-natured 
generosity in indifferent matters; there is nothing cold or 
meanly calculating in his disposition. Inasmuch, how- 
ever, as life is not altogether a holiday and festival, the 
"hero" who refuses to take it earnestly, who chooses to 
d o only what he likes to do , a nd is irregular in keepin g 
his office-hours« is suddenly brought face to face with 
the tragic contrast between the world as it is and his 
" natural/^ instinctive way of treating it. 
(f Klarchen is the perfectly drawn figure of a type which 
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has added largely to the entertainment and suffering of 
mankind — now, perhaps, giving way to that " New 
Woman " who is less a creature of unreasoning impulses, 
and more one of reflection; less the diversion of man, 
and more his counselor (such a type as Goethe, at the 
period of his full maturity, represented in the heroine of 

a full-blooded child 




Hermann und Dorothea), f She is 
of nature, jivho ** goes it blm3 '* in following to the full 
her passionate worship of the superior being, th e master^ 
ful hero, feis splendor and greatness raise her devotion 
almost to a religion/ Without reserve she surrenders 
everything to her 'Hove ,'* — which not unambiguous term 
must be here defined as a resistless romantic intoxica- 
tion, a great tide of feeling which sweeps away all 
banks of convention. | Her boyish, reckless " freshness," 
her sublime insolence in defying whatever opposes the 
rights of the heart, are quite in line with the faith of 
" Storm and Stress," as it had just been laid down in 
Goethe's Werther (1774): "Every rule, say what you 
will, must destroy the real feeling for Nature, and the 
real expression of that feeling. . . It is just as when one 
is in love," — and here the young poet goes qn^to insist 
that a true lover must squander upon his heart's desire 
all his time, money, and gifts, if he would make any 
claim whatever to his title. It means not a little as to 
Goethe's attitude toward the Art of Living that he subse- 
quently wrote, in one of his deepest sonnets (1802) : 

Unbridled spirits ever strive in vain 
Perfection's radiant summit to attain. 
Who seeks great ends must straitly curb his forpe; 
In narrow bounds the Master's skill shall show, 
And only Law true Freedom can bestow. 

When all is said, it must be admitted that .Goethe has 
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cxeated no livelier type than this Klarchen, with her 
imperious^,, childish strength of impulse and her enormous 
amount of "temperament/ ^ — all the redundant vitality 
of a narrow but energetic nature. Her blind, generous 
recklessness of all consequences when it comes to a su- 
preme sacrifice for her idol offsets her very slight con- 
cern as to the peace of mind of the worthy youth who 
had been devoted to her before Egmont's appearance on 
the scene. If she lacks at all that gentleness, that fine 
delicacy and sweet consideration which make the crown 
of a certain type of highly-bred womanhood, we must 
bear in mind that these qualities were not particularly 
conspicuous in the Bohemian circle of "Sturm und 

Klarchen's mother, while anxious for the permanent 
welfare of her daughter, shows a very human weakness 
in being flattered and captivated by the dazzling splendor 
and florid generosity of the imposing hero.jf 

Th e unhappy Brackenburg, who Reflects some of the 
keen tortures of heart which Goetne had undergone in 
imart societv . makes another tragedy within the tragedy. 
He has hi gh sefasibility and a fine sense of ho^ or. but a 
slight personality; he cannot command, or even earn the 
devotion of so vital, spirited, energetic (and Philistine) a 
girl as Klarchen.} The hopelessness of his situation brings 
him into a coipition of dull apathy. " God made me 
high-minded and tender," he says, and this sentence sug- 
gests the capacity for unmeasured miseries. 

Mar garet of Parma, as represented by Goethe,* stands 



* The real Margaret was not so averse to a liberal use of fire 
and sword. " Her conduct in the Netherlands," says Motley, "of- 
fers but few points for approbation, and many for indignant 
censure." 
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also in a tragic position^ H er noble gifts — prudence, res^ 
lution, humanity — while commanding respect, are top 
weak, up on a certain side^ to succeed/ rWhile she knows 
that her views are right, she is gripped, as in a vise, by 
the hard, narrow mind of her superior) She is represented 
as somewhat too zealous and politic, lacking that 
simplicity which is the supreme token of greatness. 
( ^illJR"^ ^f ^Qrauj^e appears in only one scene, but in 
tifiis appearance he offers a convincing contrast to 
Egmont^s fatal unconcern , and shows a higher side of 
manhood, the greatness of him that ruleth his spirit. His 
courage, discretion, tact, scientific clear-sightedness, and 
pure devotion to the common good put him at the side of 
Gustavus Adolphus and George Washington. J 

Alva is a man of iron, without compunction, silent, 
heartless, grim, yet of a certain massiveness and grandeur. 
He has a firm belief in the Established Order, and is 
quite prepared to maintain it, without regard to " natural 
emotions." 

Ferdinand, whose generous admiration for his father's 
Yirtltq pas^is an ennobling light upop Egmont's character . 
I S very freelv treated by Goethe . From Motley we learn 
that the Grand Prior, Ferdinando de Toledo (natural son 
of Alva, and already a distinguished soldier) seems to 
have felt a warm and unaffected friendship for Egmont. 
They became exceedingly intimate, passing their time to- 
gether in banquets, masquerades, and play. He admired 
Egmont*s brilliant exploits, and became the instrument of 
his destruction only under compulsion. At the very last 
moment he warned Egmont to flee for his life. 

The minor characters , such as the deaf veteran Ruysum, 
the contemptible demagogue Vansen, and the timid tailor 
Jetter, are not mere wooden figures, but show individ- 
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^alitv . just as many unimportant actors in Shakespeare's 
plays are colored by creative power and breathe the breath 
of life. In relation to the larger events of the times they 
show plainly graded differences as regards their attitude 
toward politics and religion. 

III. HOW GOETHE WROTE EGMONT. 

Goethe spent just twelve years (1775- 1787), including 
interruptions, in writing Egmont. We have no positive 
contemporary evidence as to the earliest work on the 
play; the reminiscences of the poet in later years form 
our only source of information for the facts until after 
his arrival in Weimar. There is good reason for believ- 
ing that these later statements are substantially correct. 
According to the last book of his autobiography (Dich- 
tung und Wahrheit, not completed until 1831) he began 
it very vigorously in the autumn of 1775. 

Perhaps the studies in the history of the sixteenth cen- 
tury which he made while writing G'dtz and Faust had led 
Goethe to the struggle of the Netherlands with Spain, 
and directed his attention to Egmont as a particularly 
sympathetic figure. In the latter half of September, 
1775, Goethe's engagement with Lili Schonemann had 
been broken off, and, in sheer desperation, he threw 
himself with full energy at the task of writing Egmont, 
(joethe's father, whose strongest wish was a successful 
career for his son, spurred him on by day and by night, 
and did all he could to further the work. Goethe made 
a thorough study of standard historical authorities (such 
as Van Meteren's History of the Netherlands, first pub- 
lished 1597; the celebrated Latin history, The War in the 
Netherlands, by the Jesuit Strada, published 1632; and 
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Hooft's History of the Netherlands,^ pnblished 1642), and 
took descriptions from them for the framework and back- 
ground of his drama, appropriating word for word what- 
ever he found useful. An enforced interruption in all 
his other plans, caused by a long delay in getting off for 
Weimar, released all his time for Egmont, and it was 
practically finished by the first of November, 1775. He 
reached Weimar on November 7, 1775, and at once, by 
the force of his personality, took position in the center 
of a life which gave little place for completing a large, 
sustained work of art. In fellowship with the stormy 
and stressful young duke, Karl August, he was at first 
involved in a round of wild, boisterous amusements and 
impossible extravagances, out of which came his gradual 
transformation into a trained statesman, bearing faithfully 
the heavy yoke of the duties of government : finances, the 
army, the fire-department, education, diplomacy, mining, 
farming, and public works became his care. In addition 
were his travels, his studies in natural history and philoso- 
phy, his work (in such stolen moments as he could lay 
hold on) upon other literary projects: Faust, WUhelm 
Meister, Elpenor, Iphigenie, Tasso, lyric verse, the re- 
vision of Werther, He was a sort of contractor for fash- 
ionable amusements for the gay and gifted court circle 
and bore a large share of the burden of providing operet- 
tas and masquerades, processions and pantomimes, balls 
and ballets. With all this he was, during the first ten years 
in Weimar, completely devoted to the admirable Frau von 
Stein, " disciple of Spinoza, and sister of the holy Christ " ; 
she was the very sun and center of his being. Her influ- 



* From this work are taken the portraits reproduced in this 
edition. 
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ence tended to scrupulous refinement in taste and mapners 
and to a more aristocratic view of life in general. 

The experiences of the years following the first writ- 
ing of Egmont emphasized, in the main, the duty of solid 
service to one's fellowmen in one's settled place, as con- 
trasted with the dreams and sensations of the earlier period. 
The revision of the play proved a most difficult thing, for 
it was a new Goethe, in fact, who took the incomplete work 
in hand again. We have good evidence that Goethe soon 
made the Weimar circle acquainted with parts, at least, of 
the drama he had brought with him. It is not until 
April 12, 1778, however, that his diary gives us information 
that Egmont has again beg^n to jog his memory. In 
December of that year he is at work on the scene between 
Alva and his son, and Alva's monologue, both in the Fourth 
Act In 1779 and 1780 we learn of his working off and 
on, with considerable persistency, though without much 
enthusiasm. For the greater part of 1781 we possess no 
diary. At the end of that year Goethe writes to Frau 
von Stein that his Egmont is almost finished, " and were 
it not for that deadly Fourth Act, which I detest and am 
forced to write all over again, I could finish this long-since 
threadbare piece before the end of the year." He is still 
ploughing ahead with it in the earlier part of 1782, and he 
expresses to his guardian spirit an entire willingness to de- 
stroy the whole piece, which drags so in its completion. He 
finds himself quite remote from its spirit, but prefers to let 
it stand just as it was written, except that he proposes to 
take away its " boisterous " style, as being below the digni- 
ty of the subject. The parts which give an inside view of 
the workings of government are doubtless drawn from 
Goethe's own Weimar experiences. It seems certain as well 
that the noticeable measured rhythm of various passages in 
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the play (for instance in the last scene) was not a feature 
of the first Frankfort production. This marriage of " ge- 
bundene Rede " to the vigorous, forthright cadences of the 
early play is not, in all respects, a happy one. 

On May 5, 1782, Goethe sent a letter to the daughter 
of the historian Justus Moser, which seems to have accom- 
panied the completed work : " Accept with this an experi- 
ment which I made some years ago, and which I have 
not found time since to revise properly. Submit it to 
your father as it is, and then be good enough to let me 
know honestly and fully just what he thinks about it. I 
am quite as much concerned about his approval as about 
his censure. I want to know his entire point of view 
in regard to it.** 

From this time until his residence in Italy (1786-1788) 
we have no evidence that Goethe worked on the drama 
at all. To help defray the expenses of his travels and 
residence abroad he had planned an edition of his collected 
works in eight volumes, for which he intended to complete 
his "unfinished Egntont" to occupy a place in the sixth 
volume. It is not until the be ginning of July, 1787, that 
C^>^ he takes up the revision of Egmont in Rome^ working on 
it vigorously and with concentration during the months 
of July and August, in spite of the hot weather. His 
year in Italy had almost completely reversed the " Storm 
and Stress '* theory of art which he had held in 1775. It 
had brought him to a full acceptance of the Greek ideals 
of noble simplicity, necessity, and quiet grandeur. On 
September 5, 1787, he jubilantly records the fact that on 
that day Egmont has been definitively completed. In con- 
trast with the irksomeness of the task in Weimar, he has 
a return of the joy and vigor of his first youth, and a 
sure confidence in the success of his work. There are 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



INTRODUCTION. XXIU 

whole scenes which he does not need to touch. His letters 
to his friends show his delight in the completed play, and 
betray how intensely he hopes for a like satisfaction on 
their part. 

The much-sought-for and highly gifted Angelika Kauff- 
mann, Goethe's friend and artistic guide in Rome, gra- 
ciously consented to draw the frontispiece* for the work, 
which was engraved by the Swiss artist Lips, also a mem- 
ber of the Roman colony at this time. Goethe was highly 
delighted with the picture, which he said " could not have 
been drawn or engraved in Germany," while Schiller 
found it of sufficient importance to merit first mention 
in his celebrated imfavorable review* of Egmont in the 
Allgemeine Literatur-Zeitung of September 20, 1788. 

We see, then, how Egmont is a product of Goethe's / 
early life, put into final form in his calm maturity. It 
has gained the noble, serene simplicity of classic culture' ' 
without giving up the impetuous power of youth. 

IV. THE HISTORICAL BACKGROUND. 

The play contains within itself about all the historical 
information needed for its own understanding. Goethe 
followed hio sources quite accurately, except in making 
events come more closely together. The chief liberty 
he took was the treatment of Egmont's personality 
— including the invention of Klarchen. Egmont's over- 
weening confidence in his lucky star has, for Goethe's 
poetical purposes, been greatly emphasized and made the 
central point of the drama. That the father of some 

* Reproduced in this volume. 

*In Goedeke's historical-critical edition of Schiller's works, 
vi, 80. 
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dozen children should show an utterly light-hearted reck- 
lessness would appear merely contemptible; hence the 
hero is made a young man, free from social entangle- 
ments and family responsibilities. 

Every young American owes it to himself to 'become 

acquainted with that elegant product of our native literary 

soil, Motley's Rise of the Dutch Republic, Some details 

of this splendid monument of genius and research have 

been shown to be inaccurate, but there is vastly more deep 

historical truth in its vivid dramatic fiction than in all 

the dead facts of mere statisticians. Chapters VI-X in 

Part Two, and Chapters I and II in Part Three (especially 

accessible in Griffis's abridgment), give with such lively 

wit a picture of the background against which Egmont 

is played, that it is a great waste of time not to read them. 

The consta nt attempt o f the Spanish gov ernme nt under 

n/ Philip the Second to p j^:grrid£Ll]^.ancknt_ rights and. libr - 

erties of the Dt atchji^eoBle. had IM to. myplts..aiad uprisings, 

followed by cruel repression, and^ in turn, by more deter- 

mlned rebe llioik Much bitterness was due to Philip's 

quartering Spanish officials and troops upon the land, 

and the institution of new bishoprics without consent of 

the people ; but most of all to the looming shadow of the 

I Spanish inquisition which was spreading itself over the 

Netherlands. jVmong the young native nobles who xost^ 

almost to a man, to protect the freedom of the lan4„xionfi.- 

was m ore conspicuous than Count Egmont, the flawar of - 

I Flemish cHjyalry, " on Fortune's cap the very button." His 

I title and name came from an ancient castle and domain in 

North Holland. He was supposed to trace his descent 

from the pagan kings of the Frisians, the most ancient of 

■ existing German races. In personal appearance he was 

1 tall and commanding; he was distinguished for bravery 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



INTRODUCTION. XXV 

on many fields. His brilliant victories over the French 
at Saint Quentin (1557) and Gravelines had caused his 
name to resound like a trumpet throughout the whole 
country. " He was the idol of the army, the familiar hero 
of ballad and story; the mirror of chivalry, and the god 
of popular worship." He was very rich, splendid and 
showy in costume and personal surroundings. His wife 
was a Bavarian princess, he himself a Knight of the 
Golden Fleece, the highest order in Christendom. While 
e ager for achm ration^ he was vain and irritable. His lim- 
ited education had fitted him but moderatefy for any 
affairs except those of the camp. 

Although he was a zealous R omanist, he^hadioined with^ 
Prince William of Orange and Count Horn in a remark- - 
abl6 letter td'THS'lcifig X^arch, 1563) remonstrating. 
again st the tyrannical administration of Cardinal^Gran- ^ 
velle,T%ilip's minister in tiie Netherlander Egmont fol- 
iowed this remonstranceTy much indiscreet talk in public, , 
In December, 1563, a wealthy Dutch baron gave a great 
dinner party to many of his friends among the young- 
nobles. In order to hold up to ridicule the pompous dis- 
piay in the appurtenances cJlljraavgll^ housfihold^the. . 
noblemen agreed to adopt for all their servants a uniform, 
coarse IFvery or'titie^simplest materials. As an emblem 
upon the sleeve they chose a device which resembled a 
monk's cowl or fool's cap, and which was plainly intended 
to ridicule the cardinal. Great excitement was produced 
in the already inflamed minds of the people by these sym- 
bols, which, upon the remonstrance of the Regent Mar- 
garet of Parma, the half-sister of King Philip, were 
changed to another device resembling a .bunch of arrows 
or a sheaf of wheat. 

Egmont cultivated the good jpraces of the middle aijd-^ 
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jower classes, shooting with them at the target, calling^ 
every man by his name, and taking gartin^tJi^ix. public.- 
^Banquets. In 1565 he undertook a useless political mission 
to Madrid, where Philip turned his head by showy honors 
and flattery. 

On April 3, 1566, about three hundred of the lesser 
noblemen came in a body into the pre sence of the. J^egent 
and her ^tate_Council^ bringmg^a^ against the 

inquisition. As they were leaving, one Baron Barlaymont 
remarked to the Duchess, " Is it possible that your High- 
ness can entertain fears of these beggars \_gueux] ? " That 
same evening, at a dinner of these nobles, the question 
arose as to a name for their league. The dinner ended in 
a drunken orgy, during which they caught up as a name 
for themselves the contemptuous title, " Beggars." They 
adopted beggars' costumes of coarsest gray cloth, which 
they proceeded to wear in public, — with the result that 
the flame of popular excitement was fanned to a still 
fiercer heat. 

^D uriny Aupnist of tc;66 various obscene mobs oi^ image- 

br eakers " b egan furious attacks upon sacred buiWings, 

^ ' * demolishing every vestige of religious art, to the boundless. 

horror and scanSal of the Spanish government. Margaret 

' \ "" " \/ o?T*arma demanded from the various governors an oath 
'' ' _o{ allegiance to the Roman Catholic faith, and a promise 

^ to chastise the ipiage-breakers. Egmont, with others, took 

these vows, after some reluctance, and as governor of- 
Flanders showed himself a ready tool of despotism ; but 
William of Orange refused, and resigned all his offices 
' and honors in the Low Countries. After a vain and 
urgent appeal to Egmont to follow his example, he with- 
drew to an estate in Germany. On August 22, 1567, the 

\ iron-hearted Duke of Alva entered Brussels with a host 
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of Spanish soldiery, to put an end to all revolt by jhe^most^ 
drastic means. Egmont, infatuated with confidence, met 
him with every show of cordiality, ancj'ashas fceen said, 
became particuTarl3r7ntrmate with his natural son, the 
Grand Prior Don Fe rdi^apdn- On September 19^ Alva 
enticed Count Egmont and Count Horn to his palace- 
under the pretext of holding a council. Here they were 
entrapped aiiH"tmprisone3. "In view of Alva's arbiTrary 

^actg^ Marga ret resigned the regency^ and a Council of 
Troubles (the " Blood-Council "} was gippointed, to super- 
sede all other tribunals. , jEgmont and Horn were tried, for 
high treason. All exertions of their friends and relatives 

proved vain. _ After nine n:u)nths of.impdsQwnfiiit. they:_ 
were condemned to death on June 4, 1568.^ „ The sentence 
was communicated to them during the following night, 
and the next morning the/ were executed on the public 
square of Brussels. ^ t/^cot C /4 V f 
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SDfJargarete tjon ^arma, 2:oc^ter ^arl8 be« gilnften, 

gUcgentin ber Sfiicbertanbe. 
®raf ©gmont, $rinj tjon ®aure. 
SBlI^eltn tjon Oranlcn. 
^crjog tjon ^(ba. 
g c t b I n a n b , fcln natilrllc^cr ©el^n. 
5Kac^latjelU Im SDlcnjlc ber ^tQtntiru 
Slid^arb, (Sgmont« ®ct)cimf dumber. 

®^^^^' } unter mha blcncnb. 

^tard^en, (Sgmont« ©cllcbtc. 

3t)re SDluttcr. 

SBradcnburg, ein S3ilrger8fo!)n. 

@ocjl,i Cramer, ^ 

Setter, @rf|neiber, ( ^^^^^^ ^^^ ^^^^^^i 

3inimerniann, I 

©elfenjleber, J 

S3ut)cf,2 @olbat imter ^gmont. 

^VLtj^nm,^ Snoaltbe unb taub. 

SSanfen, eln @(^rciber. 

SSolf, ©cforge, 2Ba(^en u. 1. id. 

2)cr ©(^au^lafe ifl in ^affel. 
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Sotbaten unb Bflrger (mit ^rtnMflftt). 

3cttcr (Sflract fton SBrflffcl, ©t^neiber, tritt bot unb fpannt blc ^Crmbntjl). 

Soe|l (SBflrocr bon Srfljfel, Ihrfimcr). 

Soefl. 9lun fd^tefet nur l^in, ba^ c§ aKc totrb!^ ^l^r 
ncl^mt mtr'S bod^ ni(^t ! S)ret SRingc fd^tDarj,' bic l^abt il^r 
eutc Staflc* ni(^t flefd^ojycn. Unb fo toftr' i(^^ fflr bicS ^af)x 
aWetjicr. 

Setter. aKctjier unb JJfinlg baju* SQBer mifegfinnfs 5 
Qui)? ^^x font bafflr aud^ bte 3e(^e bo})t)cIt Bcjal^Ien; 3]^r 
follt @ure @ef(^i(fli(^fett Bcjal^Ien, totc'S re(|t ift. 

Sttbd (etn ^onSnbetr @olbat unter (Sgmont). 

SitJjrf. Setter, ben ©d^ufe l^anbf i(^ ®u(^ ab, tetle ben 
©etmnft, traltiere bte $erten: i6) Bin fo f(|on lange l^ter 
unb fur t)tele $5flt^!ett ©(J^ulbner* gel^F t(^, fo iff § aU 10 
tt)enn ^l^r jjefi^offen l^dttet. 

<Soefl» 3f(^ follte brein reben: benn elgentltd^ Derlter' 
ii) babet. S)o(^, Su^df, nur immerl^in* 

SitJjrf (fd^ie^). 9lun, ^rttfd^meifter,« 3iet)erenj! — 6in§! 
Stoet! S)reil SSier! 15 

eoefr aSier aiinfle?* e§ feil 

atte. aJiDat, |)err iJantfl, ^o(3^! unb abermal l^od^! 

»iujrf. ^anle, il^r ^erren. SBdre 9Jleifter gu Mell 
S)anfe fSr bfe gl^re. 
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:] /' .Setter^ ; S>ic.;]^6t ^l^r (Bn^ fclbft gu banfen. 

* * atu^f'uittteirt f^tieStanber, 3nt)oabcunb toub). 

A ' ! . i Iftinjfuw*' • ©^a^'.id^ cud^ fagc! 
"*""'' "eiefi: Wie'fft^ met? 

9hft|fititt* S)afe i(^ cud^ fagc! — 6r f(^iefet toic fein 
5 ^nx, cr fd)iefet mie gfltnont. 

»iHrf» ©egen il^n bin id^ nut cin ormer ©d^Iurfer. 
9Wtt bet Sud^fe trtfft cr crft, toie leiner in bet 2BeIt. 5Rid^t 
cttDtt, toenn cr ©ludt obcr (jutc 2aunc l^at; ncin! tt)ic cr 
* anlcflt,^ tmmcr rein fd^tcarj gcfd^offcn. ©elernt l^abc ii) Don 
lo il^m, S)a§ todrc anS) . ein JJcrl, bcr bei il^m bientc unb 
nid^tS Don il^m Icrnte. — 5Rid^t ju Dergeffen, meinc'<Ocrrcn! 
@in il5nifl ndl^rt fcinc Scute; unb fo, ouf bc§ ilonigS 
aicd^nung, SBein l^cr! 
^ttttx. 6§ i[t untcr un§ auggcmad^t, bafe icbcr — 
15 ©mrf* 3d^ bin frcmb unb i?5nig unb ad^tc cure ®c« 
fcfee unb ^crfommcn ni^t* 

^ttttt. S)u bift \a drgcr al§ bcr ©|)anicr; bcr l^at fie 
unS bod^ bi§]^cr laffcn miijfen. 
9hti|fititt. SBa§? 
20 Soefl (laut). 6r toill un§ gajiicrcn, cr n)ill nid^t l^abcn, 
bafe toir jufammcnicgcn unb bcr i?5nig nur ba§ S)o|)|)cItc 
Sa^It. 

9ht))fititt* Safet il^n! bod^ ol^nc ^rdjubis!^ 5)a§ iji aud^ 
fcinc^ ^crrcn 9lrt, f|)Icnbib ju fcin unb t% laufcn gu Ia[fen, 

25 too C§ gcbcil^t* (©Ic brlnflcn SBcin.) 

«tte. 3^ro SWqcftat SBo^U C^od^I 
Setter (att«u^d). SScrftcl^t fid^ Sure SJlqeftdt. 
»iti>rf. ®anfe Don ^ergen, n)cnn*§ bod^ fo fcin foH. 
Soefu SBol^U S)enn unfercr fpanif d^en JKajcftdt ®c« 
30 funb^eit trinft nid^t leid^t cin 9lieberldnbcr Don ^ergen. 
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mnti^nm. SBct? 

eocft (taut). ^]^ilipp§ bc§ 3ft>ctten, ilonig§ in ©panien. 

^fht^fnitt* Unfer aKcrgnclbtaftet ^onifl unb ^ert! ®ott 
QtV il^m Iange§ Seben. 

Socft. ^attet 3]^T feincn |)errTt aSater, ilarl ben gftoftcn, 5 
m(|t licber? 

aht^fitm^ ®ott trdff il^n! 3)a§ mar ein ^crt! 6r l^atlc 
btc $anb iibct ben ganjen grbboben unb mar eu(^ afle§ in 
aHem; unb menn cr cud^ begegnete, fo griifef er eni), toie 
ein 9la(^bar ben anbern; unb toenn il^r erfi^todEen mart, 10 
mufet' cr mit fo guter 9Kanier — 3fa, Derftel^t mxi) — ®r 
ging auS, ritt au§, toie'S il^m einlam, gar mit loenig 
Seuten. ^aben toir ioS) alle gemeint/ toie er feinem ©ol^n . 
ba§ aSegiment l^ier abtrat — fagf iS), Derftel^t mxi) — ber 
ift \(t)on anbcr§, ber ift majeftcitifd^er. 15 

^ttttx. 6r Iie$ [\6) ni(|t fel^en, ba er l^ier mar, aU in 
^runf unb !6niglid^em ©taate, (Sx f|)ri(^t menig, fagen bie 
2eute. 

Soefl* 6§ ift !ein |)err fur un§ 3lieberl(inber. Unfre 
tJiirften mitffen fro)^ unb frei fein, mie mir, leben unb 20 
leben laffen. SBir moHen nid^t Derad^tet nod^ gcbrudtt fein,^- 
fo gut^erjige Slarren mir aud^ finb» 

Setter^ ®er iJfinig, benF id^, mftre too^I ein gndbiger 
$err, menu er nur bcf[ere Slatgeber l^atte. 

Socfl^ 9lein, nein! 6r l^at lein ©emfit gegen un§ 3lie» 25 
berlSnber, fein ^erj ift bem SSoIfe nid^t geneigt, er liebt 
un§ nid^t; mie Idnnen mir il^n mieber lieben? SBarum ift 
alle SBelt bem ©rafen ggmont fo l^olb? SGBarum triigen 
mir il^n aHe auf ben |)dnben? SGBeil man il^m anfiel^t, bafe 
er un§ mol^I mill; meil il^m bie tJro^Iid^feit, ba§ freie Seben, 30 
bie gute ajfeinung au§ ben 9lugen fie^t; meil er nid^t§ be= 
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fi^t, bag et bcm 5)urftigen nt(^t mittciltc, au(^ bcm, ber*§ 
ntd^t bcbatf. 2a^t ben ©rafen ggmont lebcn! 33u^(f, an 
6u(j^ tff§, btc crfte ©cfunbl^eit gu bringen! Sringt 6ure§ 
$errn ©efunbl^eit au§. 
5 »it^rf. S3dn ganget ©eele benn: @raf ggmont l^od^! 

afhtijfmit^ liberminber bci ©t. Ouintin! 

»itjjrf. 5)cm ^elbcn bon ©rabcItngenP 

^^htt^fititt. ©t. Dutnttn tt)ar meine le^te ©d^Ia(|t» 3^ \ 

lo fonnte laum mel^t fort, laum bie f(|tt)CTe Siic^fe mc^t 

f(|Ie|)t)en. ^ab' t(^ bod^ ben tJtanjofcn no(^ etnS auf ben 

^elg gebtennt, unb ba Wegf xi) jum 9lbf(^teb no6) etnen 

©treiffd^ufe an§ tec^te Sein» 

f&nt^d. ©rabeltngen! t?reunbe! ba ging'S fttf(^! 5)en 

15 ©teg l^aben H)ir aHein.* Srannten unb fengten bie toelfiS^en 
^unbe nt(|t burd^ gang gfltinbetn? 9lber ii) metn', toit 
trafen fie! 3f]&re alien l^anbfeften ^etle l^ielten lange toiber, 
unb toir brdngten unb fd^ofjcn unb l^ieben, bafe fie bie 
5Jl(iuIer Dergetrten unb il^re Sinien gucften^ S)a toarb @g« 

20 mont' ba§ ^ferb unter bem Seibe niebergef(^offen, unb toir 
fttitten lange l^iniiber J^etiiber, 3Kann fiir 2Kann, ^fetb 
gegen ^ferb, ^aufe mit ^aufe,* auf bem breiten flaiS^en 
©anb an ber ©ee l^in. 9luf einmal Iam'§, tuie t)om 
^immel l^etunter, Don ber aWilnbung be§ gluffeS, bad! 

25 bau! Immer mit iJanonen in bie t?rangofen brein* 6§ 
maren ©nglclnber, bie unter bem Slbmiral 5!KaIin Don un* 
gefcil^r Don S)iinfir(3^en ^er Dorbeiful^ren. S^^ar Diel l^alfen 
fie un§ ni(^t; fie lonnten nur mit ben Ileinften ©d^iffen . 
I^erbei, unb ba§ nic^t naf) genug; f(|offen and) tool^I unter 

30 un§ — @§ tat \)o6) gut! 6§ brad^ bie aBeIf(|en unb l^ob 
unfern ajtut. S)a ging'§! SRicf! rad!! I^eriiber, l^inilber! 
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3llle§ tot gefi^Iagcn, al(e§ in§ SBaffet gefprcngt^ Unb bie 
Serle crfoffcn, mie fie ba§ SBaffcr f(|mc(ften;^ unb toaS tDir 
^oHdnber maten, getab l^inten btein. Un^, bie mir beib* 
lebig^ finb, toaxh erft tool^I itn SBaffer toie ben 3fr5f(|en; 
unb immer bie geinbe im 8^Iu| gufammengel^auen, megge* s 
f(^offen toie bie gnten,* SBaS nun no(^ bur(^bra(^, f(^Iugen 
eud^ auf bet Slud^t bie Sauern)eibet mit ^adfen unb 2Kiji« 
gabein tot» SKufete bo(i^ bie tt)elf(|e SMqeftat* gleid^ ba§ 
^fot(3^en rei(^en* unb fjtiebe madden. Unb ben tJtieben feib 
il^r un§ f(3^ulbtg, bem gro^en @gmont fd^ulbig. lo 

mt. ^oS)\ bem gto^en. ggmont ]^o(^! unb abermal 
]^o(|! unb abermal ^o6)l 

Setter^ $(itte man un§ ben ftatt bet SKatgrete Don 
^atma gum SRegenten gefe^t! 

©wft 9li(^t fo! SBal^t bleibt toal^r! 3(^ laffe mir 15 
aWargateten nic^t fd^elten. 9lun ift*§ an mir. 6§ lebe 
unfre gnab'ge fjrau! 

«We. @ie lebe! 

Socft. SBal^rlid^, trefflid^e SQBeiber fmb in bem ^aufe. 
S)ie aJegentin lebe! 20 

Setter* ^lug ift fie unb mft^ig in allem, toaS fie tut; 
l^ielte fie'§ nur nic^t fo fteif unb feft mit ben ^faffen. 
©ie ift bo(^ au(i^ mit f(|ulb, bafe mir bie Dierjel^n neuen 
Sif(^of§miJ^en im Sanbe l^aben. SGBoju bie nur foflen? 
9ii(^t toal^r, bafe man t?rembe in bie guten ©teHen ein« 25 
f(|ieben !ann, mo fonft ?lbte au§ ben ffapitein gemftl^It 
murben? Unb mir foflen glauben, e§ fei um ber ^Religion 
miflen. 3a, e§ l^at fi(3^.« 9ln brei Sif(|5fen l^atten mir 
genug; ba ging'S el^rlii^ unb orbentIi(i^ ju. 3lun mufe 
bo(^ an6) jeber tun, al§ ob er n5tig mSre; unb ba fe^t'§ 30 
aflen Slugenblicf SSerbru^ unb |)dnbel. Unb je mel^r i^r 
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ba§ SJlttfl rilttelt.unb fd^flttelt/ bcfto ttflkr tt)itb'§. (@ic 

trlttlctt.) 

©oeft S)a§ toar nun bc§ iffinigS SBiHc; fic fann nid^ts 
baDon, no(i^ bagu tun. 

5 QtUtt. S)a foflen toir nun bte neuen ^falmcn* ntd^t 
jtngcn* ©te jtnb mal^tlic^ gar f(|6n in SRetmcn gefe^t unb 
l^aben rc^t erbauU(^e 2Betfcn. S)ic foKcn mtr nic^t fingcn; 
abet ©(i^cImcnUeber, folJtel tt)ir tooKen. Uhb toatum? 6§ 
fetcn iJe^ereien brtn, fagcn fie, unb @Q(|cn, ®ott mx^. 

lo 3(3^ l^ab' i]^rer'bo(^ aud^ gefungcn; c§ ifi jc^t tt)a§ 9ieue§, 
id^ l^ab' ni^t§ brin gcfel^en. 

»it^rf. 3d^ toolltc fie* ftagen! ^n unfter ^toDing 
jingen tt)ir, tt)a§ toit tt)onen» ®a§ ma(|t, ba^ ®raf 6g* 
mont unfer ©tatt^alter ift; ber fragt na6) fo etwaS ni(|t» 

15 — 3n ®ent, ?)pern, burd^ gang glanbetn fmgt fte, toer 
Selieben l^at* (Saut.) 6§ ifi ja tool^I ni^ts unf(^ulbiger, ate 
ein geiftlid^ Sieb?*^ 5Ri(^t toa^r, SSater? 

[RttJjfittti. 6i tt)o]^n 6§ ifi ja ein @otte§bienft, eine er« 
Bauung. 

20 Setter^ @ie fagen abet, e§ fei ni(3^t auf bie recite 9lrt, 
ni(^t auf il^te 9lrt; unb gefd^tlic^ ift'S bo(^ immer, ba Idfei 
man'§ lieber fein.* 5)te 3inquifition§biener f(3^Iei(^en l^erum 
unb pa\]m auf; manc^er el^rlic^e SWann ifi f(|on ung(ii(fli(^ 
gewotben^ ®er ®en)iffen§jmang fel^Ite nod^! ®a id^ nid^t 

25 tun barf, tt)a§ i(| mfi^te, fdnnen fie mxS) bo^ benlen unb 
fingen laffen, toa^ xi) toill. 

Socfl. S)ie Snquifition fommt ni^t auf. . SBir ftnb 
nid^i gemad^t, toie bie ©paniet, unfer ©ewiffen tt)rannifieren 
gu lajfcn. Unb ber 9lbel ntufe aud^ beigeiten fud^cn, il^r 

30 bie t?lilgel gu befd^neiben. 

^ttttu 6§ ift fe^r fataC SBenn'^ ben lieben Seuten 
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einfdKt, in metn ^au§ ju ftiitmen, unb xi) fi^' an mctner 
?lrbeii unb fumme juft einen frangofifc^cn ^falm nnb 
bcnfc ntdjtg babei, toeber ®ute§ nod^ S5fe§; t(3^ fumme xf)n 
abtx, tt)etl cr mtr in bet JJefile ift: gleic^ bin x6) cin iJc^er 
unb merbe eingeftecft. Dber i(i^ gcl^c iibct Sanb unb bleibe 5 
bci cincm $aufen aSolfe ficl^cn, bag eincm neuen ^rebigcr gu*' 
^ott, elnem Don bcnen, bic au§ ®eutf(^Ianb gefommcn finb: 
auf bcr ©telle l^eife' x6) ein SRebell unb fomme in ©efal^t, 
meinen ^opf gu Derlieren. ^abt il^r \t einen prebigen l^oten? 

eoefr SBacfre Seuie. Sleulid^ l^dri' 16) einen auf bem 10 
3felbe t)or taufenb unb taufenb SHenfi^en fpred^en^ ®a§ 
mat ein anber ®efo(|/ al§ toenn unfte auf ber IJangel 
l^etumtrommeln unb bie 2eute mit Iateinif(^en Sroden et» 
tt)flrgen* S)er f|)rad& Don ber Seber toeg; fagte, toie fie 
un§ bi^l^er l^fttten bei ber 9lafe l^erumgefiil^rt, un§ in ber 15 
S)umm]^eit» erl^alten, unb tt)ie toir mel^r ©rleud^tung l^aben 
Iflnnten. — Unb ba§ bemie^ er eud^ afleS au§ ber S3ibeL 

^ttttt. S)a mag ioi) an^ toaS bran fein. Sd^ fagf § 
immer felbp unb grilbelte fo ilber bie ©ad^e nad^* 3Mir 
ifi*§ lang im ilo|)f l^erumgegangen. 20 

»iujrf. es Kuft t^nen aud^ alleS SSoIf nad^* 

©oefu ®a§ glaub' td^, tt)o man toa§ @ute§ l^6ren fann 
unb tt)a§ 9leue§* 

Setter* Unb tt)a§ ifl*§ benn nun? 3Man fann la clnen 
jeben prebigen laffen nad^ feiner SBeife* 25 

»it^rf* tJrifd^, il^r ^erren! ttber bem ©d^tt)afeen Der« 
gefet tl^r ben 2Bein unb Dranien. 

Setter. S)en nid^t gu Dergeffen* S)a§ ift ein red^ter 
aSatt: tt)enn man nur an if^n benft/meint man gleid^, 
man I6nne ftd^ l^inter ll^n DerftedEen, unb ber SEeufel brftd^te 30 
einen nid^t l^erDor. ^od^! SBill^elm Don Oranien, l^od^! 
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©ocfil* 3lun, 9Ktcr, bring' and) bcinc ©efunbl^cit* 

Shi^fttiiu 3Utc ©olbatcn! 9lflc ©olbatcn! 6§ Ick bcr 
iiricfl! 
5 »tt^if- Srat)o, Slltcr! Mt ©olbatcn! 6§ Ick bcr iiricg! 

Setter, ilricfl! ilricg! SBifet i^r aui), loaS i^r ruft? 
2)a^ c§ cud^ lci(^t Dom SKunbc gcl^t, tft lool^I naturlid^; 
tt)ic lumpig abcr unfcrcincm babci gu SKute tji, lann i(^ 
niij^t fagen. S)a§ ganjc Sfal^r ba§ ©ctrommel gu ]^5rcn; 
lo unb ni(j^t§ ju prcn, al§ mic ba cin ^aufcn gcjogcn lommt 
unb bort ein anbrcr, tt)ie [ic ilbcr cincn ^ilgcl lamcn unb 
bet ctner SKill^Ic l^ielten, toic Did ba gcblieben^ jinb, tt)tc Die! 
bort, unb iDie jic \xS) brfingcn, unb cincr gen^innt, ber 
anbere Derliert, ol^nc bafe man fcin* SEage^ bcgreift, loer 
15 toa^ getoinnt ober bcrliert, SBie etne ©tabt cingcnommen 
tt)irb, bie fflttrgcr ermorbct iDcrben, unb ft)ie'§ ben armen 
2Beibern, ben unfd^ulbigen iiinbern ergel^t, 2)a§ ift cine 
9lot unb Slngft, man benft jeben Slugcnblid: „2)a fommen 
fie! 6§ gel^t un§ anS) fo," 
20 Soeft. S)rum mu^ aud^ ein Siirger tmmcr in SBaffen 
geiibt fein. 

Setter. 3a, e§ iibt [xS), mx gftau unb ilinber l^at. 
Unb bod^ l^or' id^ nod^ lieber Don ©olbaten, ate id^ ftc fel^c. 

»tt^i!. S)a§ follf id^ ilbel ne^men. 
25 Setter. Sluf 6ud^ i[f§ nid^t gefagt, Sanb§mann. SBie 
tt)ir bie fpanifd^cn Sefa^ungen lo§ toarcn,' l^oltcn ft)ir mie^ 
ber Sltem. 

Soefu ©eltl* bie lagen bir am fd^^crften auf? 

Setter. SSerier' ©r fid^!^ 
30 (Soeft. S)ie l^attcn fd^arfc ©inquartierung bei bir. 

Setter, ^alt bcin SKauU 
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©ocfr @tc f)atkn t^n Dcrtricben au§ bet iiild^c, bent 
teller, bcr ©tube — bent Sette. (©tciad^cn.) 

Setter. S)u bift etn Stropf* 

»tt^i!. griebe, tl^r ^erren! 3Kufe ber ©olbat Qfriebe 
rufen? — 9?un, ba il^t Don un§ nid&t§ pren toottt, nun 5 
bringt aud^ eute ©efunbl^eit au§, eine biirgerlid^e ©efunbl^eit. 

Setter. S)a}u finb mir bereit! ©ici^erl^eit unb Sflul^e! 

Soep. Orbnung unb greil^eit! 

»tt^i!* Stat) I ba§ finb au(]^ mir gufrieben, 

(©te ftofeen an unb toleber^olcn ftO^Udft ble SBortc, bod& fo, baft lebet ein onb<r« ou§s 
nift, unb eS etne art Station^ tolrb. S)er 9Ute i&ord&t unb fallt enbttc^ ou(36 mtt etn.) 

aac. ©iii^erl^eit unb SHul^e! Orbnung unb greil^eitl 10 



J ^olojl ber 9tegentln. 

SWargarctctoott^arma in Sttflbllcibcm. ^oflcutc. ^agen. ©cblentc 

aiegetttlti. 3>]^r jlellt ba§ 3>agen ab, td^ toerbe l^eut ni^t 
reiten. ©agt TOad^iabeKen, er foil gu niir fommen. 

(StUc 0c^en ab.) , 

®er ©ebanfe an biefe fd^recfl^en SSegebenl^etten Idfet niir 
!et|tc SRul^e! 3lid^t§ fann ntt(j^ ergfi^en, nid^ts ntid^ ger* 
ftfeuen; immer finb biefe Silber, biefe ©orgen Dor ntir. 15 
9?un toirb ber ^onig fagen, bte§ fein* bic ^olgen nteiner 
(Silte, nteiner lrta(|fid^t; unb bo(^ fagt niir mein ©emiffen 
jeben Slugenblicf, ba§ SRdtlici^fte, ba§ 93efte getan gu l^aben, 
©oflte ic^ friil^er mit bent ©turnte be§ ®rimme§ biefe 
fyiammen anfaci^en unb uml^ertreiben? 3d& l^offte, fie gu 20 
umftellen,* fie in fid^ felbft gu berfd^iltten, "^a, toa§ iS) mir 
felbft fage, tt)a§ x6) lool^l mx^, entfd^ulbigt mid^ Dor mir 
felbft; aber tt)ie toirb e§ mein ©ruber aufnel^men? 2)enn, 
ift c§ gu leugnen? ber ttbermut ber fremben Sel^rer* f)at 
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The "Image-breakers'* at work, 1566. 

jt^ tftflli^ txfjbfit; fic l^aBcn unfct ^eiligtum gclftftcrt bte 
ftumpfcn ©inncn^ bc§ ^5bcl§ gcrruttct unb ben ©d^mtnbcU 
getji untcr fic gcbannt. Untctnc ©cijicr l^aben fid^ untcr 
bic SHufriil^tcr flcmtf(i^t, unb fd^rcdlid^c %akn finb Qt^tf^m, 

5 bic gu benlen fd^aubcrl^aft ift unb bie x6) nun etngcin m6) 
^ofc gu bcriii^ten l^obc, fci^ncfl unb einjein, bamit mir bcr 
aflgcmetnc SRuf nid^t guborfommc, bamit bet ildnig niii^t 
benfc, man mollc no^ mel^t bctl^eimlid^cn. ^6) fcl^c !ein 
9JlittcI, iDcber ftrengeS noc^ gelinbcS, bcm ttkl gu ftcucrn. 

10 O, ft)a§ finb toir ©ropcn^ auf bcr 2Bogc bcr 2)lcnfd^]^cit? 
SBir glaubcn, fic gu bcl^crrfii^en, unb fie treibt un§ auf 
unb nicber, l^in unb l^er, 

aRa(l^iat}eIl(trittattf). 

SUcgcttrttt* ©inb bic Sricfc an ben ftiJntg aufgcfcfet? 
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ma^iatftU. 3n ciner ©tunbc tocrbct 3^^ P^ untct= 
fii^rcibcn !5nncn. 

[Rcgctrtitt* ^abt ^^x ben Scrid^t au^fii^rl^ genug flc* 
ma6)t? 

mad^UDttU. SluSfiil^rlid^ unb umjiftnbliii^, ttnc c§ bet 5 
iidnig licbt 3d^ erjfil^Ie/ toic Aucrft um ©t. Dmcr bic 
btlbcrjlui!thetifc|e 2But fid^ jeigt. TsBie cine tafenbc aWcnge, 
mit ©tabcn, SSeiten, ^dmmcm, Scitetn, ©trtcfcn t)erfe]^cn, 
Don tDcnig SSemaffnctcn bcgleitct, crft ^apttitn, ftitd^cn 
unb ilI5[tcr anfaflcn, btc 3lnba(^tigen t)ctj[agcn, bic t)ct« 10 
fii^Iojfencn ^forten aufbrcci^n, alleS umfc^rcn, bic Slltclre 
nicbctreifeen, bie ©tatuen bet ^eiligcn gerfd^Iagcn, aflc ®c« 
ntiilbe Dcrbctbcn, aUt^, loaS fie nur ©ettjeil^teS, ©el^ctligteS 
antrcffen, gcrfd^mettem, gerrei^cn, gcttrctcn*\ SQBic fid^ bet 
^aufc untcrmcg§ bermcl^rt, bic ginmol^net bon ?)|)em il^nen 15 
bie Store eroffnen* SBie fie ben S)om ntit unglaublwJ^er 
©d^ncfle bcrmilftcn, bie fflibliotl^cl bc§ Sifd^ofS berbtenncn. 
SBie eine gtofec 2Bengc fSolU, bon gleid^cm Unftnn er= 
griffen, pd^ iibcr 2Rcnin, ©omincS, fStxtoxi), Sillc ber«« 
brcitct, ntrgcnb 2Bibcrftanb finbct, unb toic faft burd^ gang 20 
Sftonbern in cinem Slugcnblicfe bieungcl^eure S5erfd^tt)6rung 
fid^ etfWtt unb au^gcffll^tt ift, 

fftt^tnixn. 2ld^, tt)ic etgrcift mid^ auf§ ncue bet ©d^mctg 
bei beincr SBiebcrl^oIungl Unb bie gurd^t gefcHt fid^ bQ= 
gu, ba§ ttbcl tDcrbe nur gr5$cr unb grd^cr tocrbcn. ©agt 25 
mir @urc ©cbanfen, aWad^iabelll 

mad^iaiitU. SScrgcil^en* 6urc ^ol^cit, mcinc ©ebanlen 
fcl^cn ©riflcn fo fil^nlid^; unb tocnn Sl^r aud^ immer mit 
meincn 2)icnftcn gufrieben toart, ^M ^^t bod^ fclten 
.meincm SRat folgcn nt5gen* ^^x fagtet oft xm ©d^crge: 30 
,,2)u ftcl^ft gu toeit, TOad^iabcfl! S)u foKtcft ®ef(^id^t« 
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f(^teiber fetn: ttjer l^anbelt, mu^ fiirS 3la^\k for^^cn." Unb 
io6), l^abc \6) btefc ©efd^^tc ntc^t t)otau§ crgdl^It? ^aV 
xi) nid^t aflc§ t)orau§ gefcl^en? 
[Rcgctttltt. ^i) fcl^e aud^ t)iel t)orau§, ol^nc c§ dnbcm 

5 iVi f5nncn.^ 

ma^latftH ein SBort ftir taufenb: ^l^r untctbrftcft bic 
neuc Scl^rc m6)U Sa^t ftc gcltcn, fonbcrt ftc Don ben 
Sflci^tglftubtgcn, gcbt il^nen ^xx^m, fafet jtc in bic Bftrflcr* 
lxd)e Drbnung, fd^rftnlt [ic ctn; unb.fo f)abt ^i)x bic 9luf« 

10 riil^rcr ouf einmal gut 3lu^c gebtad^t, gcbc^ anbcrn 
TOittcI jinb DcrgcBIid^, unb ^l^r ml^ecrt ba§ Sanb, 

Wcgctitim ^ajl bu Dcrgeffcn, mit mlS)tm W)\6)zvi ntcin 
Srubcr felbjl bic forage \)ntoax\, oib man bic neuc Sel^rc 
bulben I5nnc? SBci^t bu nid^t toit cr mir in jebcm Sricfc 

15 bic Krl^altung beS toa^xm @Iaubcn§ auf§ cifrigjic cm* 
<)fte]^It? ba^ cr Sflul^c unb giniglcit auf iloftcn bet 
SRcligion nid^t l&ctgcjicflt iDiffcn loiD? ^ftlt cr ni(^t fclbp 
in ben ^robingen ©pionc, bic ft)ir nid^t fennen, urn gu 
crfal^rctt, ft)cr fid^ gu ber neuen SKcinung l^iniibcrneigt? 

20 ^at cr ni(^t gu unfrer SScrtounberung un§ bicfen unb jenen 
genannt, ber \id) in unfrer 9lft]^c l^eimlid^ ber iJc^crci fd^uU 
big ntad^te? Scftcl^It cr nid^t ©trengc unb ©(i^arfc? Unb 
xi) foil gclinb fein? ^^ foH 9Sorf(^I(lgc tun, bafe cr xia^^ 
fel^c, bafe cr bulbc? SBiirbc x^ nid^t aflcS SScrtrauen, alien 

25 ©lauben bci il^m berlieren? 

3»ai^iai>ctt. ^i) toeife tool^I; ber S5mg kfid^It, cr Idfet 

(Sni) feinc Slbfid^tcn toiffen. 3^r foHt 3lu§c unb gftiebe'^ 

• tt)icber J^erftcHcn, burd^ cin TOittel, baS bic (Semiitcr nod^ 

mcl^r erbittert, .ba§ ben ilrieg unDcrmciblid^ an alien 

30 6nben anblafen tt)irb» SSebcnlt, toa^ ^l^r tut. 2)ie grfi^F 
ten ilauflcutc finb angeftecft, ber 3lbcl, ba§ SBolf, bie 
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©olbatcn. 2Ba§ l^ilf t e§, auf fctnen ©ebanfcn bcl^arren, menn 
fid^ um un§ allc§ dnbert? 1Rb6)k bod^ cin guter ®ei[t 
^l^tlippctt cingcben, ba^ e§ etnem ^5ntge anftdnbigcr ift, 
Surgcr glDeicrlei ®laubcn§ gu regteren, al§ fie inxi) cin^ 
anbcr auf jurcibcn, 5 

megctiHm ©ol(i^ cin SBort nic loiebcr! ^i) tt)cife mol^I, 
bafe ^olitif feltcn Strcu' unb ©lauben l^alten lann/ ba^ 
fie Dficnl^ett, ©utl^ergigfeit, 3la(j^giebigleit am unfern ^erjen 
au§f(i(|Ite^t, 3n toeltlic^en ®ef(3^aften ift ba§ leiber nur gu 
toaf)x; foHen ft)tr abet au(^ mit @ott fpiclen, tt)te unlet lo 
einanbcr? ©oHen toxt gleiii^gilltig gegen unfre bemal^rte 
Sel^rc fcin, filr bie fo Dieic tl^r SeBen aufgeopfert l^oben? 
2)ic foUten toir l^ingeben an l^etgelaufne, ungemiffe, \xi) 
felbfl ttJtberfpreiJ^enbe 9leuerungen? 

ma^iatttU. S)enlt nur be^megen nid^t iiblet Don mtr, 15 

Slcgcttrttu S<^ fei^i^c bid^ unb beine Sreue unb mi% 
baB eincr etn cl^rlid^er unb berftanbiger 9Kann fein lann, 
tt)enn er gleid^ ben ncld^ften beften 2Beg^ gum |)eil feiner 
©celc Derfel^It l^at. 6S finb nod^ anbere, 2Kad^iat)efl, 
5)l(inner, bie id^ fd^d^en unb tabeln mufe. 20 

ma^xauU. SBen bejetd^net 3^r ntir? 

aiegctititt* 3d^ !ann e§ geftel^en, ba^ mir ©gmont l^eute 
einen ted^t tnncrlid^en, tiefen SSerbru^ ettegte. 

ma^iatttU. 3)urd^ tt)eld^e§ Settagen? 

mcgcttttti. 3)urd& fein gemfi^nlid^eS, burd^ ®leid^giiltig== 25 
fett unb Seid^tfinn* 3d^ erl^ielt bie fd^redEIid^e Sotfd^aft, 
eben ate id^, Don Diclen unb il^m Begleitet, au§ ber iiirdde 
ging* 3d^ l^ielt metnen ©d^merg nid^t an, td^ beflagte mid^ 
laut unb rief, inbem id^ mid^ gu il^m toenbete: n<Bt% m§ . 
in ©uter probing entfteljt! S)a§ bulbet ^l^r, ®raf, Don 30 
bem ber SiJnig fid^ alle§ Derfprad^?" 
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Wla^iatftU. Unb tt)a§ antmortctc cr? 

mtqtntxn. 91I§ tDcnn c§ m6)% aU mxtn c§ cine 9lc6cn= 
fad^c tDdrc, t)crfc^te cr: SBdren nut etji bic 3liebcrldnber 
iibcr il^re SSerfaffung bcrul^igt! S)a§ iibtigc toixxht fid^ 
5 ltx6ft geben.^ 

3Rafi^iai>en* SBicHcid^t l^at cr toal^rcr ate flug unb fromm 

it^pxo^tn. SBie foil gutraucn cntftcl^cn unb blciben, mnn 

ber Jliebcrldnbcr ficl^t bafe c§ mcl^r urn feinc Sefifetilmcr, 

ate um fctn SBol^l, urn fciner ©eelc ^etl ju tun ift? 

lo ^abcn bic neucn SSifci^dfc mel^r ©eclcn gercttet, ate fettc 

^friinbcn gefc^mauft, unb finb cS nid^t meift gtcmbc? 

3to(i) tocrbcn alle ©tattl^alterfd^aftcn mit Sticbcrldnbcrn be= 

fc^t; laffen fid^ e§ bic ©panicr nid^t gu bcutlid^ ntcrfen, 

bafe fie bic gr5^tc, unmibcrftcl^lid^ftc SSegicrbc nad^ bicfcn 

15 ©teDen cnH)finbcn? SBtll ein 33 ol! nid^t licbcr nac^ fciner 

3lrt t)on ben ©cinigcn regicrct tocrben, ate Don Qfrcmbcn, 

bic crft im Sanbe fid^ toiebcr fflcfi^tiimer auf Unloftcn aHer 

gu crtt)crbcn fud^cn, bic cinen fremben SRaMtab mitbringen 

unb unfrcunblii^ unb ol^nc Stcilncl^mung^ l^crrfd^cn? 

20 Slegettttit* S)u ftcflft bid^ auf bic ©cite bcr (Scgncr. 

Wla^xatitU. aWit bcm ^crjcn gcmife nid^t; unb ttjolltc, 
ic^ f5nntc mit bcm SScrftanbc gang auf bcr unfrigcn fcin, 

aicgetrtim 2Bcnn bu fo toiflft, fo tdf c§ not, id^ trdtc 

il^ncn meinc 9legcntfd^aft ai; bcnn Kgmont unb Dranicn 

25 madden ftd^ gro^c ^offnung, bicfcn ^la^ cinjuncl^mcn, S)a« 

mate toaxm fie ©cgner; je^t finb fie gcgen mid^ berbun* 

ben, finb greunbe, ungertrennlid^c greunbe gctoorben. 

Wla^ia)»tU. 6in gcfdl^rlid^c^ ^aar. 

9lcgctitiit» ©oil id^ aufrid^tig reben; id^ filyd^tc Oranien, 

30 unb id^ fiird^te filr ©gmont, Oranien ftnnt nid^t§ (Sute§, 

feinc ©cbanfen reid^cn in bic ^Jerne, cr ift l^cimlid^, fd^eint 
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aDc§ anguncl^mcn, totbcrfprtd^t nic, unb in ticfftcr 6l^r« 
futd^t, mit 8t5^ter SBorfici^t tut cr, tt)Q§ il^tn bclicbt/ 

Wla^ia)»tU. ated^t itn @egenteil gel^t Sgmont einen 
ftcicn ®6)xxtt, ate tocnn bic SBcIt il^m' gcl^drtc, 

Slegetttitu 6r trdgt ba§ ^anpt fo ^oi), ate tocnn bic 5 
^anb bcr aWajcfiftt ni(j^t fiber il^tn f(j^mcbic. 

WlaOiiatfttL S)ic 3luflcn bc§ SSoIte fmb aUc nad& il^m 
gctiij^tct, unb bic ©ctgcn l^dngcn an 'iS)m. 

Olegeittitt* Jlic l^at ct cincn ©(^ein Dcrmicbcn, ate ttjcnn 
niemanb 9tcd^cnf(j^aft bon il^m ju forbcm l^dttc, 9lod^ trdgt 10 
cr ben Slamcn ©gmont.^ ®raf ©gntont, frcut il^n, fic^ 
nenncn ju l^dren; ate tt)oDtc cr ni(^t bcrgcfjcn, bafe fcinc 
S3orfal&rcn Sefi^cr Don (Selbcm^ ttjarcn. SBarum nennt cr 
ftd^ nid^t ^ring Don ©aurc, tt)ic c§ il^m gulommt? 
SBarum tut cr ba§? SBill cr crlofii^nc ^ti)tt toicbcr 15 
gcltcnb maiJ^n? 

mad^la^tlL ^6) Italic il^n fflr cincn trcucn 3)icncr bc§ 
iJfinigS. 

SUcgctititt. SBcnn cr tooDtc, loic bcrbient f5nntc cr jt(^ 
urn bic atcgicrung madden ; anftatt bafe cr un§ fd^on, ol^nc 20 
fid^ gu nufecn, unfdglid^cn SScrbrufe gcmad^t l^at, ©cine 
©cfcHfd^aftcn, (Saftmal^lc unb ©elagc l&aben ben 9lbcl mcl^r 
Dcrbunbcn unb t)erlnii|)ft, ate bic gcfdl^rlid^ftcn l^cimlid^cn 
Sufammenfflnftc. 9Bit fcincn ©cfunbl^citcn l^abcn bic (Sdftc 
cincn baucmben 9laufd^, cincn nie ftd^ bcrjicl^cnbcn ©d^min* 25 
bcl gcfd^5|)ft. SBic oft fc^t cr burd^ fcinc ©d^crjrcbcn bic 
©cmfltcr bc§ SSoIte in Sctocgung, unb ft)ie fiu^tc bcr ^5bcl 
ilbcr bic ncuen SiDrccn,' fiber bic tfirid^tcn Slbgcid^cn ber 
Scbicntcnl 

Wlaif^iatttlL 3d^ Bin fibcrjcugt, c§ toax ol^nc Slbfid^t, 30 

9le0etttitt. ©d^Iintm genug. SBic id^ fagc: cr fd^abct 
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un§ unb nll^t fi(^ nid^t. 6r nttntnt baS 6mjHtd^c fd^ctj* 
l^aft, unb tDtr, utn ntd^t mu^ig unb naci^Kiffig gu f(i^eincn, 
miiffcn baS ©iJ^crgl^afte ctnftlid^ ncl^men, ©o l^e^t cin§ 
bag anbre; unb toa^ man abgumcnbcn fuiJ^t, bag mod^t fi(^ 

5 erft rc(j^t. 6r ift gcfftl^rlicj^cr, al§ cin cntf(^icbnc§ ^aupt 
ciner S3erf(i^tt35rung; unb x^ mupie mt(j^ fel^r irtcn, mnn 
man il^m bet ^ofc nici^t allc§ gebenft. 3(i^ fann nid^t 
Icugncn, c§ Dcrgcl^t tocnig 3^it ba^ cr ntt(^ nm cmpfinb^ 
Hi), fcl^r cmt)pnbli(j^ ma(j^t. 

lo a^fj^ianeO. 6r fci^etnt mix in aDcm nad^ fctncm ®ctt)tffcn 
gu l^onbcltt. 

dlegetttiit. ©ein ©ctoiffcn ^at ctncn gcfdHigcn ©picgcL^ 
©etn Scttagcn ift oft belcibigcnb. 6r fiel^t oft a\x^, ate 
ttjcnn ct in bet t)5fligcn iibergcugung Icbc, cr fci ^crr, 

15 unb ttJoDc c§ un§ nur au§ ©cfdHiglcit ni(j^t fill^Icn laffcn, 
tooUt un§ fo gcrabc nid^t gum Sanbc l^inau^jagen; c§ mm 
fid^ f(j^on geben.^ 

ma^xatftU. ^i) bitte (S\x6), Icgt fcinc Offenl^cit, fein 
gliicfli(i^c§ Slut, ba§ allc§ 2Bi(i^ti ge leii^t bcl^anbc lt,* ni(j^t gu 

20 gcf(i]^rlt(j^ an^. 5^ fd^abet nur il^m unb iSud^, 

[Rcgctttitt, 3(^ lege nici^ts au§. 3d^ fprcii^e nur Don 
ben unDermeiblid^en Sfolgen, unb ic^ lennc il^n* ©ein 
nieberl(lnbif(^er 9lbel unb fein golben SBIieg* t)or bcr Sruft 
ftdrlen fein SSertrauen, [eine ^iil^nl^eit, Seibe§ fann il^n 

25 Dor einem fd^neflen toittfurlic^en Unmut be§ il5nig§ fd^il^en, 
Unterfud^' e§ genau; an bent gangen UnglUdf, bag fjlanbern 
trifft, ift er bod^ nur uKein fd^ulb. 6r l^at guerft ben 
fremben Sel^rern nad^gefel^n, ^af § fo genau nid^t genommen 
unb Diefleid^t fid^ l^eimlid^ gefreut, bafe ton ettt)a§ gu fd^affen 

30 l^atten. Sa^ ntid^ nur! 9Sag id^ auf bent |)ergen l^abe, foil 
bei biefer ©elegcnl^eit baDon. Unb id^ toil! bie ^feile nic^t 
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utnfonft Derfci^iefeen; xS) meife, tt)o cr cnH)finbU(J^ ift^ 6r 
ift a\x6) tmp^nUii)} - - 

ma^xatttU. ^abt ^l^r ben SRot jufammcnberufcn laffen? 
ilomtnt Dromcn aud^? 

ditqttttitt. ^d) f)abe na6) 2lntmcrt)cn urn il^n gcfd^icft. 5 
3d^ toifl il^nen bic Saft bcr SScrantmortung mijt gcnug ju^ 
mdljen; fie foflcn fi(^ mit niir bcm Ubel crnftli^ cntgcflen= 
fc^cn obcr fid^ au(j^ alS 9lcbellcn crfldren, 6ilc, bap bic 
Stiefc fcrtifl tocrben, unb bringe tnit fie gur Unterfij^rift. 
S)antt fenbe fci^nefl ben bemdl^rten SSa^fa m^ 5!)labrib; er 10 
ifl uttetmiibet unb tteu; bafe mein 33rubet guerft butij^ il^n 
ble 3laS)xx(i)t erfal^re, bafe bet 9iuf xf)n ni(i^t iibereile, S(^ 
tt)ifl il^tt felbft nod^ fprec^en, el^ cr abgcl^t. 

fEfla^xatftU. 6urc fflcfel^Ic foHcn fc^ncH unb genau bc= 
folgt iDcrbcn. . 15 

y 

ftlare. JSIarenS abutter. SSratfett^urg. 

marc. SBoIIt ^l^r mir ntd^t bag @arn l^altcn, Sraden* 
burg? 

»tai!cit!iittg* ^Sf bitf &nS), Derfd^ont mx6), iJIdrd^en* 

marc. SBaS l^abt ^l^r mieber? 2Barum t)erfagt 3^r 
mir biefen fleinen Siebegbienft? 20 

»rai!eitbtttg» 3f]^r bannt mid^ mit bem 3tt)irn fo feft t)or 
^n6) ^n, x^ lanxx 6ucrn Slugen nid^t au^meid^en. 

marc, ©riflenl fommt unb l^altet! 

^ntttx (itn ©cffcr ftrtcfenb). ©iugt bod^ ein§! Sradfenburg 
fefunbiert^ fo l^ilbfd^. ©onfi toart il^r luftig, unb id^ !^atte 25 
immer tt)a§ ju lad^en. 

SSraifettbttrg. ©pnfi. 

marc* SBir ttjoden fmgen. 
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Stlatt. 3lut ]^ilbf(j^ mutttct unb frifd^ locfll 6s tft ctn 
©olbatcnlicbd^cn, mcin Seibftiirf.* 

(<Slc toltfett ®artt unb flngt mlt ©rodcnButg.) 

S)ic Strommcl gcrill^ret! 
5 S)a§ ^fcifd^cn gefpieltP 

2Betn Siebftcr getDaffnct 

S)em ^aufen bcficl^Ii, 

S)ic Canjc l^oii^ ful^ret, 

S)tc Scute teflterct, 
10 SBic flopft tnit bag ^crjc! 

aStc tDQlIt tnir ba§ Slutl 

D, ptf t(^ tin SBftmSlcitt 

Unb ©of en unb ©ut! 

gd^ folgf il^m gum Stor 'nau§ 
15 SMit muttgem ©d^ritt, 

©tng' butd^ bie ^toDingen, 

®infl' ilbcraH mit. 

S)te 3^einbe f(^on njeic^en^ 

aSir fd^tefeen ba brein, 
20 SBeliJ^ ©liid fonberflIei(^en, 

@ih 9Kann§btlb gu fein! 

(SradenbutQ Igat unter bent (Singen ftl&rt^en oft angefelgen ; jute^t Meibt il^m bie 
<Stintme ftotfen, bie Xtftnen tontmen i6m in bie ^ugen. er ISgt ben @tran9 faQen unb 
QtU and f^enfter. fildrc^en ftngt bad Sieb aUein aus, bie abutter tvinit il^r ^tb un« 
)oiaig,> fie fte^t auf, ge^t einige ©atitte na<^ ifim. m, Uf^xt i^alb unft^mffig tuiebet 
urn unb fe^t fi^.) 

mmtu 2Ba§ gibfs auf bcr ®aj|e, Sradenburg? ^S) 
]^5te marfi^iercn. 
»rai!eti!ittrg. @§ ift bie Seibtt)a(j^e ber SHeflentin. 
maxt. Urn biefe ©iunbe? SBaS foH bag bebeuten? 

(Siefte^t'attf unbge^anbaSfirenfterauSractenbutg.) ^ag tft Utd^t bte 
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tdfll^c 3Sa6)t, ba§ jtnb toett mc^r! Qfaji aDc il^rc ^aufcn. 
O Sracfcnburg, gel^t! l^ott cinmal, toa^ cS gibtl @S tnufe 
ctma§ fflefonbcrc§ fein. ©el^t, gutct Stadtcnbutg, tut mir 
ben ©cfaHcn, 
»rai!cttbttrg. 3(3^ gel^c! 3fd^ bin glcid^ tDtcbct ba! (et 5 

teidgt il^ a^ge^enb Me ^anb ; fie gi^t ilgnt bie i^dge.) 

a^httter* 3)u fd^icfft il^n fd^on loicbcr tDCg. 

ftlare. 3(i^ bin ncugictig, Unb ani) Dctbenft mir'S 
ni(j^t, fcine ©egenmart tut mir m^. ^ loetfe immet nt(j^t, 
tDtc xi) mt(i^ gcgcn il^n bcttagcn foil. ^6) ffobt Unred^ 
gcgctt tl^n, unb mxi) nagt'0 om ^etjcn, ba^ cr cS fo 10 
Icbcnbig ful^It. — ilann ^'§ bo(^ nid^t ftnbern! 

SRittten @S ijl cin fo ttcuct S3urf(3^. 

mare. 3(i^ Iann'§ oud^ nid^t laffcn, x6) mufe tl^m frcunb* 
It(^ bcgcgncn* 9Mcinc $anb btildt [x6) oft unberfcl^cnS ju, 
tocnn bic fcine mid^ fo Icifc, fo licbeboll anfafet. ^^ 15 
ma6)t mir SSormiirfc, bafe xi) il^n bctrilgc, bafe i(i^ in fcincm 
^crgcn cine DcrgebliiJ^ ^offnung nftl^rc. 3d^ bin ilbel bran.^ 
aSeife &Dtt, xi) Bctriig' il^n nid^t* ^S) toil! niii^t, bafe er * 
l^offen foil, unb td^ lann il^n bod^ nic^t t)ergtt)eifeln lajfen. 

Wlntttx. 3)a§ ift nid^t gut. 20 

^Utn. 3d^ l^atte il^n gem unb mill il^m aud^ nod^ tool^ 
in ber ©ecle. 3d^ l^dtte il^n l^eiraten tonnen, unb glaube, 
id^ toax nie in il^n Dcrliebt. 

a^httter* ©liidflic^ lodrft bu immer mit il^m gctocfcn, 

mare. SBdre bcrforgt unb l^fttte cin rul^igcS Scbcn. 25 

arhttter. Unb ba§ ift alle§ burd^ beine ©d^ulb Dcrfd^erjt. 

I^lare. 3d^ bin in einer tounbcrlic^en Sage. SBenn id^ 
fo nad^benfe, toit e§ gegangen ift, tocife id^'S tool^I unb 
mci^ e§ nid^t. Unb bann barf id^ Kgmont nur loieber 
anfcl^cn, toirb mir aHeS fcl^r begrcif lid^, ja toaxt mir toeit 30 
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mcl^r begrciflici^. ^6), tt)a§ tff^ tin SKann!^ 9ttlc ^to« 
t)tnjen bctcn il^n an, unb \6) in fcincm 9lrm fofltc ntd^t 
ba§ flliicfltd^fic ®cf(i^5|)f t)on ber 2BeIt fcin? 
3Rttttct* 2Bic tt)irb'^ in ber 3utunft toerben? 
S ^Iarc» 91(3^, id^ frage nur, ob cr mi(i^ Hcbt; unb db ct 
mi^ liebt, tft ba§ einc Qfragc? 

^ObtUtt. 3Jlan l^at nt(i^t§ al§ ^crgcnsangji mit feincn 
^inbcrn. SBic ba^ ausgel^cn toirb! 3[mmer ©orge unb 
Summer! g§ gel^t nid^t gut au§! S)u l^aft bi(^ ungliid* 
lo US) itmaijtl mi(i^ ungliicflid^ gema(j^t! 

^iatt (flctaffctt). 3f]^r liefeet e§ bo(i^ im Stnfange, 
3Witttcr» Seiber mar id^ ju gut, bin immer gu gut, 
marc* SBenn Kgmont borbeiritt unb id^ an^ g^nfter 
lief, f(j^altet 3^r mi(j^ ba? Stratet 3^r nic^t felbft an^ 
IS S^^ft^t? SBenn cr l^erauf fal^, Idd^elte, nicfte, mid^ grii^te, 
war e§ 6u(^ gumibcr? tJanbet ^^x @ud^ nid^t felbft in 
6urer %oS)kx geel^rt? 
mntttt. 2Kad^e mir no(^ SSormflrfe. 
mare (flcrii^rt). 2Benn er nun 5fter bie ©trafee lam unb 
2o tt)ir mol^I fill^ltett, ba$ er urn meinetmitlen ben 2Beg mad^tc, 
bemerltet 3f]^r'§ nid^t felbft mit l^eimhd^er greube? Sftieft 
Sl^r mid^ ab, iDcnn id^ l^inter ben ©d^eiben ftanb unb il^n 
crmartete? 
' Wlntttt. ^ai)k xi), ba^ e§ fo toeit lommen foflte? 

25 mare (mtt ftodcnbcr ©ttmme unb juriltfflci^altcttcti ^tancn). Unb ft)ie 

er un§ abenb^, in ben 3Jlantel eingel^illlt, bei ber Sampe 
iiberrafd^te, tDer toar gefd^dfiig, il^n gu empfangen, ba id^ 
auf meinem ©tul^l tt)ie angelettet unb ftaunenb fi^en blieb? 
Wlntttt. Unb lonnte ic^ fiird^ten, bafe biefe ungliidEIid^e 
30 Siebe ba§ fliigc illard^en fo balb l^inrei^en ttjftrbe? ^i) 
mufe e§ nun tragen, bafe meine Stod^ter — 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



i. 2luf3»g. 23 

mare (mtt auSbrcd^enbett Xr&ttwt). 9Kuttet! 3>^t tt)0Kf§ nuu! 

^i)x t)abt 6utc greubc, mxi) gu dngfttgen. 

Wttttttt (iDcinenb). SOBctnc ttod^ flat! mac^ mid^ nod^ elcn» 
bet burd^ beinc SctriibniS! 3[t w^it'g nid^t JJummcr flc= 
nug, bafe mcinc cingigc %oi)Ux ctn t)crtt)otfcne§ ®cf(^5pf 5 
ift? 

mate (auffte^b imb ia(t). SSettDotfen! SgmontS @eltebte 
bctttjotfcn? — SScld^ gutftin ncibctc ntd^t baS artne 
JJIilti^n um ben ^la^ an feinem ^ergen! D 2Kuttet — 
meine 2Kuttet, fo tebetet 3^r fonji ni(^t. Siebe 9nuttet, 10 
feib gutl — ®a^ S5oI!, tt)a^ baS benft, bie 9la(i^barinnen, 
maS bie mutmeln — S)iefe ©tube, btefe§ Heine |)auS i|t 
ein |)immel, feit SgntontS Siebe btin mol^nt. 

ffflutttt. 2Kan mufe il^m l^olb feinl ba^ ift toaffx. 6r 
ift immet fo fteunblid^, ftei unb offen. 15 

^atrc. 6§ ift leine falfd^e 3lbet an i^m. ©el^t, SWutter, 
unb et ift hodi bet gtofee ggmont. Unb menu et gu mit 
lommt, tt)ie et fo lieb ift, fo gut! wie et mit feinen 
©tanb, feine SEapfetleit getne t)etbdtge! wie et um mid^ 
befotgt iftl fo nut SWenfc^, nut Qfteunb, nut Siebftet. 20 

mntttt. itommt et mol^l l^eute? 

matt. |)abt 3^t mid^ nid^t ofi anS genftet gel^en 
fel^n? ^abt ^f)x nid^t bemerit, tt)ie ic^ l^otc^e, wenri'S an 
bet Siit taufd^t? — Ob id^ fd^on mx^, ha^ et t)ot 9lad^t 
nid^t fommt, t)etmuf id^ i^n bod^ jeben Slugenblidf, Don 25 
motgen§ an, menu id^ aufftel^e. 2Bcit' id^ nut ^in Sube 
unb fonnte immet mit il^m gel^en, gu ^ofe unb iibetatt 
l^in! itdnnt' i^m bie ^af)nt nad^ttagen in bet ©d^Iad^t! — 

Whtttt. 2)u matft immet fo ein @t)tingin§felb;^ al§ ein 
fleines JJinb fd)on, balb toll, balb nad^benflid^. S\ti)\i bu 30 
bid^ nid^l ein menig beffet an?^ 
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Stlatt. Sielle^t, SKutter! mnn xi) Cangemeile l^abe. 
— ©eficrn, benit, flingcn Don feincn Ceuten^ dotbei unb 
fongen Sobliebc^en auf il^n. SBenigftenS mar fein 9lamc 
in ben Siebctn; ba^ iibrigc fonnf id^ nid^t berftcl^n. 2)a§ 

5 ^^xi fd^Iug mir bis an ben ^aU — 3^^ ^fttte fie gem 
jurilcfgerufen, toenn i6) mid^ nid^t gefd^cimt l^dtte. 

Vftntttt. 9limm bid^ in ad^t! ®ein l^eftigeS SSefen bet* 
bitbt nad^ alleg; bu bettdtft bid^ offenbor bor ben Ceuten. 
SBie neulid^ bel bem SSetter, mie bu ben ^olsfd^nitt unb 

lo bie Sefd^teibung fanbft unb mit einem ©d^tei riefft: @taf 
ggmontl — 3d^ marb feuertot. 

Stlatt. |)tttf id^ nid^t fd^teien follen? 6§ mat bie 
©d^lad^t bei ©tabelingen; unb id^ finbe oben im 33ilbe 
ben Sud^ftaben 6. unb fud^e unten in bet Sefd^teibung 6. 

15 ©tel^t ba: „®taf ©gmont, bem ba§ ^fetb untet bem Cetbe 
totgefd^offen mitb." 2Kid^ iibetlief'S^ — unb l^etnad^ mufef 
id^ la^m flbet ben l^oljgefd^ni^ten ggmont, bet fo gto^ 
mat alS bet 2.utm bon ©tabelingen gleid^ babei unb bie 
englifd^en ©d^tjfe an bet ©eite. — SBenn id^ mtd^ mand^mal 

20 etinnete, mie id^ mit fonft eine ©d^Iad^t botgeftellt, unb 
maS id^ mit alS 3)Mbd^en fiit ein SSilb bom ©tafen 6g« 
mont mad^te, menn jte bon il^m etgcil^lten, unb bon alien 
©tafen unb gfttften — unb mie mit'§ je^t iftl 

©radcnbuTfl (fommt). 

matt. 2Bie jiel^t'S? 

25 fBtadtuhnx^. 2Kan meife nid^tS @emtffe§. 3n 3fl<ittbetn 
foil neuetbingS ein Sumult entftanben fein; bie 3tegentin 
foD befotgen, et mfid^te fid^ l^iel^et betbtetten. S)a§ ©d^Iofe 
ift ftotl befe^t, bie Siitget finb sal^Iteic^ an ben Soten, 
baS aSoII fummt in ben ®af[en. — 3d^ mill nut fc^nell 

30 5U meinem alien Satet. (?tt3 mur er fle^en.) 
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^lore. ©icl^t mon 6ud^ motgen? 3(!^ will mxij ein 
tuenig anaiel^ctiv ®er Setter fommt, unb id^ fel^e gar ju 
lieberlic^^ au§. |)elft mir einen Slugenblid, SHutter. — 
3lti)mt ba§ Sud^ mit, fflradenburg, unb btingt mir wte- 
ber fo etne |)tftorie.^ 5 

a^htttev. Sebt mol^I. 

83raifeittor0 (fctnc ^anb rcic^cnb). 6ure |)anb! 

^(flte (l^re ^anb berfaBettb). SBentl 3^r tuiebertommt. (SRuttw 
unb Xo^tn ab.) 

»?aifeitBii?8 (attcin). 3d^ l^atte mir borgenommen, gerabe 
mieber fortgugel^n; unb ba fie e§ bafUr aufnintmt unb lo 
m\6) gel^en la^t, mod^f id^ tafenb merben. — Unglildlid^et! 
unb bid^ tiil^rt beineS SSatetlanbeS ©efd^icf nid^t? ber 
tt)a(^fenbe SEumuIt nid^t? — unb gleid^ ift bir SanbSmann 
ober ©panier, unb mer regiert unb mer SHed^t i)at? — 
2Bar id^ bod^ ein anbrer 3unge aU ©d^ulfnabe! — SBenn is 
ba ein @jercitium aufgegeben tear: ^SrutuS' SHebe fiit bie 
tJreil^eit, gur ttbung bet SRebelunft;" ba toax iod) immer 
Sti^ ber erfte, unb ber 9leItor fagte: menn'S nur orbent« 
lid^er ttxire, nur nid^t alleg fo iiber einanber geftoI|)ert. — 
Parnate fod^t' eS unb trieb! — 3>^fet W^PP' ^ wt^ c^^ 20 
ben 3lugen beS SKfibd^enS fo l^in. ftann id^ fie bod^ nid^t 
Iaf[enl ilann fie mid^ bod^ nid^t lieben! — 3ld^ — 9lein — 

©ie — ©ie fann mid^ nid^t gang bermorfen l^aben 

5Rid^t gang — unb l^alb unb nic^t§! — ^(S) bulb' eS nid^t 

langer! ©oflte e^ mal^r fein, toa^ mir ein greunb 25 

neulid^ in§ D^r fagte? bafe fie nad^ts einen SJlann l^eim* 
lid^ gu fic^ einld^t, ba fie mid^ giid[|tig immer bor Slbenb 
auS bem ^aufe treibt. 9lein, e§ ift nid^t toal^r, eS ift 
eitte fiuge, eine fd^dnblid^e berlclumberifd^e Siige! illftrd^en 
tft fo unfd^ulbig, al§ ii) ungliidUd^ bin. — ©ie l^at mid^ 30 
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Dctmotfcn, f)ai mx6) Don il^rcm ^ctjen gefto^cn Unb 

x6) fott fo fortleben? ^6) bulb', \^ bulb' cS nid^t. 

©(i^on iDirb mem SSatetlanb don innctm 3ft>ift^ W^ifl^^ 
bciDegt, unb x^ fterbe untcr bem ©ctiimmel nut ail 3^ 

s bulb' c§ ni(!^t! — SSenn bic Srontpete Ilingt, cin ©d^u^ 
fallt, mir fal^rfS butd^SKar! unb Sein! %6), c§ tetjt mid^ 
ni(^t! c§ fotbett mid^ ni(^t, aui^ mit einjugretfen, mit gu 
rctten, ju magcn. — 6Ienbcr, fd^tmpfUd^ct 3wft<Jnb! 68 
ift beffet, xi) cnb' auf einmal. 5RcuIi(3^ ptgf td^ mid^ tn§ 

10 aiBaffer, i6) fan! — aber bic gcongftete 9latur mat ftarler; 
ic^ ful^Ite, ba^ x6) fd^mimmen fonntc, unb rettcte mid^ 

tt)tber SBillcn. il5nnf id^ bcr 3^itcn Dctgcffcn, ba [ic 

mtd^ liebte, mid^ gu Ucben fd^ien! — SBarum i)at mir'S 
9JlarI unb Scin butd^brungcn, ba§ ©liirf? aSatum l^aben ' 

IS mit biefe ^ojfnungcn alien ©enufe be§ 2eben§ aufgegel^rt, 
inbem fie mit ein ^atabieS t)on meitem geigten? — Unb 
jenet etfte .ilu|! 3enet einjige! — ^iet (bie ^anb auf ben xtft^ 
legcnb), l^iet ttwten mit aflein — fie mat immet gut unb 
fteunblid^ gegen mid^ gemefen — ba fd^ien fte fid^ gu et* 

20 meid^en — fie fal^ mid^ an — aDe ©innen gingen mit, 
um, unb id^ fttl^Ite il^te Sippen auf ben meinigen. — Unb 
— unb nun? — ©iitb, 3ltmet! SBaS gaubetft bu? (er 
iie^t eitt %im^ttt au^ bcr za\^t.) ^S) miD bid^ ni(^t umf ouft au§ 
mcineS StubetS S)o!tot!aftd^en geftol^Ien l^aben, l^eilfameS 

25 ®ift! 2)u foKft mit biefe§ Sangen, biefe ©d^minbel, biefe 
SobeSfd^meifee auf einmal t)etfd^Iingen unb Wfen. 
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Pafe In «rflffcLi 
Setter unb tin 3lmmermelftet (trcten jufammen). 

Bimmetttteifter. ©ac^t ' id^ '§ n^t borauS? 9lod^ Dot aS)t 
Sagen auf ber 3unft^ fagf ii), e§ tDurbc fd^mete |)cinbcl 
geben. 

Setter^ 3ft *§ benn mal^t, bafe fie bic iltt(j^en in tyianbctn 
gcpliinbert i)aim? 5 

Smmttmti^ttt. ®anj unb gar gu ©tunbc gerid^tct l^aben 
fie ^xx6)m unb Sapellen. 9lid^t§ al§ bie bier nacften 
SBdnbe ^aben fie ftel^en laffen. Sautet Cuntpengefinbel ! 
Unb ba§ maS)t unfre gute ©ad^e fd^limm. 2Bit l^dtten 
c-^er, in ber Drbnung unb ftanb-^aft, unfere ©ered^tfame lo 
ber SRegentin Dortragen unb brauf l^alten f ollen. 9leben 
tt)ir je^t, berfanttttein tt)ir un§ je^t, fo ^ei^t e§, tt)ir ge» 
fellen un3 gu ben HufiDieglern. 

Setter* 3a, fo ben!t Jeber guerft: tt)a§ follft bu mit 
beiner !Rafe Doran? l^dngt bod^ ber |)al§ gar nal^ bamit 15 
gufammen. 

aimwermeiften 2Kir ift'^ bange, tt)enn'§ einmal unter , 
bem ^adf ju Icirmen anfSngt, unter -bent SSoI!, ba§ nid^t§ 
gu berlieren l^at. 3)ie braud^en ba§ gum SSortDanbe, n)or« 
auf tt)ir un§ aud^ berufen miiffen, unb bringen ba§ Sanb 20 
in UngliidE. 

©ocft (trltt baiu). 
27 
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epeft. ©uten Sag, i^r €>crm! aSaS gibfs 5Rcue§? 
3[t'^ ttjal^r, bap bic Silbcrfturmer gctabe l^icrl^cr t^ten 
Sauf nel^mcn? 
Simmttmtifttt. ^kx foDen fie nici^te antiil^ren. 

5 ^ot% 6^ trat ein ©olbat bei tntr ein, 3:obaP ju Iau= 
fen; ben fragf \^ au§. ®ie SJegentin, fo etne madre 
Huge ^xan fie bleibt, bie§mal ift fie au^er 3f^f[u«9* 6^ 
mu^ fel^r atg fein, bafe fie fid^ fo gerabeju l^intet il^te 
Wa6)t Derftecft. S)ie fflurg ift fi^arf befe^t. 9Wan meint 

10 fogat, fie tooUt au§ bet ©tabt flttd^ten. 

3immeniieiften ^tnau§ foil fie nid^t! ^l^te ©egenmatt 
befij^ft^t un§, unb toir tooKen il^t me^x ©id^erl^eit t)ct» 
fd^affen, aU \i)xt ©tuj^bcirte.^ Unb menn fie un§ unfere 
alette unb tJteil^eiten aufred^t ctl^dlt, fo woHcn mix fie 

15 auf ben |)(inben ttagen.' 

@clfcnficbct(trlttbaiu). 

Seifenfleber. ©arftige C>^ttbel! iible ^ftnbeU 6§ mirb 
untul^ig unb gel^t fd^ief au§! — ^iitet tni), bafe il^t ftiHe 
bleibt, ba^ man eud^ nid^t auc^ fiir 3lufmiegler l^dlt. 

Speft. 3)a fommen bie fieben SQSeifen au§ @ried^en= 
20 lanb.* 

^eifeitfleber* 3d^ toeife, ba finb Diele, bie e§ l^cimlid^ 
mit ben ilalbiniften l^alten, bie auf bic 33ifd^6fe Idftetn, 
bie ben ff5nig nid^t fd^euen. Slber ein tteuet Untertan, 
ein aufrid^tiger ilatl^olife — 

(SS gefeQt ftc^ nat^ unb nad^ aOerlei Colt au t^iten unb l^otd^t) 
»anf en (trltt baju). 

2$ »fliifeit. ®ott gtiife' eud^, ^exxtnl SBa§ 5?eue§? 

3litntierweifte?» @ebt tn6) mit bem nid^t ab/ t>a^ ift ein 
fd^Iei^tet fterl. 
^ttttx. 3ft eS nid^t bet ©d^reiber beim S)oftor SBietS? 
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Simmttmti^x. 6r i)at f(i^on btele ^ctten gel^abt. 6rft 
mar er ©i^retber, unb tDic il^n ein patron nad^ bent an« 
bern fottjafltc, ©d)clm[trctd^ l^alber, pfufd^t cr je^t 9lota« 
ten unb StbDoIaten in§ |)anbtt)etl^ unb ift ein S3rannttt)etns 

ml^ 5 

((SS fotntnt mel§r SSoIt aufammen unb fte^t tnt))ptoeife.) 

»flnfem ^l^t feib a\x^ Derfammelt^ ftedt bie ilBpfe ju* 
fammen. @§ i[t immet tebenStoett. 

Sonfeti. 2Benn je^t einer ober ber anbete ^erj l^dtte 
unb einer ober ber anbere ben Stop\ baju, tt)ir !5nnten lo 
bie fpanifc^en ^etten auf einmal fprengen. 

@pefL |)erre!' ©o mtifet 3f]^r nic^t reben. 2Bir l^aben 
bem ftfinig gefd^moren. 

»atifeii^ Unb ber itonig un§* 9Ker!t ba§. 

Setter. 2)aS Idfet fi(j^ l&oren! ©agt 6ure 2Keinung. 15 

eiitige aitbere^ ^oxi); ber Derftel^t'S! ®er l^at ^fifte. 

»aiifeit» 3(i^ l^atte einen olten patron, ber befafe 
^ergamente unb SSriefe Don uralten ©tiftungen, iJon« 
traften unb @ere(^tig!eiten ; er l^ielt auf bie rarften 
Siid^er/ 3n einem ftanb unfere gauge SSerfaffung : toie 20 
un§ ^Rieberlclnber juerft eingelne tJUrften regierten, alle^ 
nad^ l^ergebrad^ten JRei^ten, ^ribilegien unb ©emol^nl^eiten; 
mie unfre SSorfal^ren alle gl^rfurd^t filr i-^ren ^wtften* ge* 
l^abt, menu er fie regiert, xoxt er foKte; unb tt)ie fie fic^ 
gleid^ Dorfal^en, ttjenn er iiber bie ©d^nur l^auen® moHte. 25 
3)ie ©taaten^ maren gleii^ l^interbrein: benn jebe ^rodinj, 
fo flein fie mar, l^atte il^re ©taaten, il^re Sanbftdnbe.^ 

3immen«eifter» ^alM 6uer 9KauI! ta^ meife man 
langel 6in jeber re(^tf(i^affene» Siirger ift, fo oiel er . 
braud^t, don ber SSerfaffung unterrid^tet. 30 
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Setter. Sa^t il^n rebcn; man etfdl^rt itnmet ettt)a§ 
mcl^t. 

(Speft. 6r l^at gang ted^t. 

aRc^rete. 6tj(il&lt! ergdl^lt! ©o toaS l^dtt man nid^t 
5 atte 3:a9e. 

»aitfeit. ©0 fcib i^r SftrgerSleute! 3^r lebt nut fo ' 
in ben 3:ag l^in, unb tt)te tl^r euet ©emetb' t>on euern 
©Item uberfommen l^abt, [o lafet tl^r ani) baS SHegtment 
fiber eud^ fd^alten unb malten, toxt e§ fann unb mag. ^l^r 
10 fragt nt^t nac^ bem |)etfommen/ nad^ ber C>ifto^i^/ ^^^ 
bem aied^t eine§ SRegenten; unb ubet^ ba§ SerfaumniS l^aben 
eud^ bie Bpamtx ba§ 9le^ fiber bie Dl^ren gejogen. 

Speft. SBer benit ba bran? menu einer nur ba§ tftg* 
I^e Srot m. 
1$ ^ttttt. aSerfIu(!^t! SBarum tritt aud^ feiner in 3^iten" 
auf unb fagt einem fo etmaS? 

H^aitfeit. ^i) fag' e§ euc^ jej^t. ®er ftfinig in ©t)a« 

nien, ber bie ^robinjen burd^ gut ©Ifirf jufammen befi^t, 

barf bod^ nid^t brin fd^alten unb malten, anberS alg bie 

2o fleinen S^firften, bie fte el^emals einjeln befafeen. Segreift 

i^r bag? 

Setter. 6r!I(irl*§ unS. 

»flitfett. gS ift fo liar ate bie ©onne. SKfifet il^r 
nid^t nad^ euern Sanbred^ten gerid^tet merben? SBol^er 
2$ fame ba§? 

eiit Sftrger. SBal^rlid) ! 

»aitfett. ^at ber 33rfiffeler nid^t ein anber SHed^t aU 
ber Slntmerper? ®er Stntmerper ate ber ©enter? SBol^er 
Idme benn baS? . 
30 SJitbcrcr Sftrgcr. Sei @ott! 

»flitfcit. 9t6er, menn i^r'g fo fortlaufen lafet, toirb 
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'tnan*§ eud^ balb anber§ tDctfen. ^fui! SBaS Siaxl bet 
Siui)nt,^ Srtebrtd^ bet ilrieget, Siaxl bet Siinfte nid^t 
fonnten, ba§ tut nun ^]^iUt)t) butd^ ein SBeiB. 

Soeft. 3f<^^ jci! ®ie alten Sutften l^aben'S aud^ f(§on 
t)tobiett. 5 

Sanfeit. ^tetlid^! — Unfete SSotfal^ten patten auf. 
SSie^ fie etnem ^tnn gtam mutben, ftngen fie it)m etma 
feinen ©ol^n unb 6tben meg, l^ielten il^n bei fii^ unb 
gaben il^n nut auf bie beften Sebingungen l^etauS.' Unfete 
aSatet waten Ceutel 3)ie mufeten, maS i^nen nii^ mat! lo 
®ie mufeten etmaS gu foffen unb feft gu fe^en! Slcd^te 
SJlannetl ®afiit finb abet aud^ unfete ^tibilegien fo 
beutlid^, unfete ^^^i^^tten fo t)etfi(§ett. 

iSelfeitflcbe?. Bag fpted^t S^t Don gteil^eiten ? 

^fl« »plt SSon unfetn gteil^eiten, Don unfetn ^xit)U is 
legien! gtgdl^It no^roa^ t)on unfetn ^tibilegien! 

»flitfeii. SBit 33tabantet befonbetS, obgleid^ aDe ^pto^ 
dingen il^te SSotteile l^aben, toxx finb am l^ettlid^ften det« 
fel^en. ^6) l^abe atte^ gelefen. 

Speft^ ©agt an. 20 

^ttttt. Sa^t l^dten. 

eiit Sfttget. 3(J^ bitr &\xi). 

»flitfem gtftlid^ ftel^t gefd^tieben: ®et |)ergog t)on 
Stabant foil un§ ein gutet unb getteuet |)ett fein. 

(Soeft. @ut? ©te^t baS fo? 25 

Setter, ©etteu? 3ft ba§ mal^t? 

»ttitfeit. aSie id^ eudi^ foge. 6t ift un§ dett)fHd^tet, tt)ie 
wit i^m. 3tt)eiten§: 6t foD !eine 2Kad^t obet eignen 
SBillen an un§ bemeifen, metfen laffen, obet gebenfen gu 
»>'-geftatten, auf feinetlei SBeife. 30 

^ < afetter. ©d^6n! ©d^finl nid^t beweifen. 
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©oefL yti^t tncrfctt la|]cn. 

C^iit aubeter. Unb nid^t flebenfen ju gcpattcn! 3)a§ 
ift bet |)au})tpun!t. Sliemanbcn gcftatten, auf feincrici 
aOBeifc. 
S Sattfem 2Kit auSbrildlii^n SBorten. 

^tttvt. ©d^afft un^ ba§ Sud^. 

C^iit Sfttrge?^ 3a, mir tnuf|cn'§ l^abctt. 

«iibere. 2)aS 33u(j^! 2)aS ©ud^! 

eiit anbeter* SBir tooHcn gu bet SRegentttt flel^en mit 
10 bent Sud^e. 

C^lti anberer. Sl^t fottt baS SBott fftl^tett, |)ett 2)o!= 

©eifcttilcbcr. O bie SEt5t)fel 
«ttbcre. 5Rod^ etmaS au§ bem Sud^e! 
15 eeifeufleber^ ^^ fc^Iage il^m bie S'af)m in ben |)ate, 
toenn et nod^ ein SBott fagt. 

tia» »pI!. 2Bit tDoKett fel^en, toet il^m tttoa^ tut. 
©agt un^ toa^ don ben ^tidilegien! |)aben tt)it nod^ 
mel^r ^tibilegien ? 
20 j^aitfem SKand^rlet, unb fel^t gute, fel^t l^etlfome. 2)a 
jiel^t aud^: bet Sanb^l^ett foil ben getftii(^en ©tanb ntd^t 
betbejfetn obet mel^ten ol^ne SSenotlUgung be^ 3lbel§ unb 
bet ©tdnbe! SKetft ba^! Slud^ ben ©taat^ beS SanbeS 
nid^t betanbetn. 
25 ^otfL 3ft ba§ fo? 

»fliifeit. 3d^ mill's eud^ gefd^tieben jeigen, Don gtuel*, 
' bteil^unbett Sal^ten l^et. 

mx^tx. Unb ton leiben bie neuen 33ifd^6fe? 2)et 3lbcl 
mufe unS fd^ii^en, tult fangen |)dnbeP an! 
30 «iibe?e* Unb wit lafjen unS Don kt Snquifition InS 
SodfSl^otn jagen? ' 
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fSan\tn. ®o§ ifi cute ©d^ulb. 

^a« BM. 2Btr l^aben no(J^ ggmontl nodj) Dranien! 
®tc fotflcn filr unfcr Sefte§. 

fSan^tu. 6ure Sttiber in ^tottbetn l^aben baS gutc SBer! 
angcfangcn^ 

@cifeitfteben S)u ^unb! (@t fd^tagt i^n.) 

^Itbete (tt)lbcrfe|cn M unb rufen). S3i[t bu ttUd^ elll ©JmntCt? 

eUt aitbetef. aSag? ben ©l^rcnntann? 
(Bit oiibem* ®en ©clol^rten?^ 

(©Ic fatten bctt ©elfcnflcber an.) 

BimmenneifteT. UtnS ^immel^ miUen, rul^tl (Snbeie lo 

mlfd^cn fldl In ben ©trclt.) 

Simmttmtx^u Satflct, tt)a§ foil ba§? 

(9uben ^feifen, nietfen mit ®teinen, ^e^en ^unbe an, Sflrger flel^n unb gaffen, 
JBoU Klttft sw, anbcrc flcl^n getaffen auf unb af>, anbcrc treibcn aUcrel ^atU» 
^joffen, fc^telcn unb iubtllcren.) 

3(itberc^ Qfteil^cit unb ^ttbtleflten! ^priDileflien unb 
Qfrcil^cit! 

(Sgmont (trttt auf mit Seglettung). 

(gpwitt. Slul^ifl! aHul^ig, Scute! SOBaS gibfS? Sluice! 15 
Sringt fie au^einanber! 

Simmerweifter. ©ncibtflcr ^ert, ^l^r lommt mtc cin 
gngcl bc§ ^intmcte. ©tiflc! fe^t i^t ni(^t§? @taf 6g« 
mont! ®em ©rafen ggmont 9lcbcrcng! 

(SgmQttt. Slud^ l^icr? 2Ba§ fangt il^t an? 33fttgcr gcgen 20 
Siltgct! ^cilt fogar bic ^'di)t unfrct f5nigli(^en SRegcntin 
biefcn Unfinn nid^t guriid? ©el^t au§ cinanbcr, gel^t an 
cuer ©cmcrbc. 6§ ift cin iiblcS 3^i4^«f tt>^nn il^t an 
SBcrltagcn feicrt. SBa^ mat's? 

(5)cr XumuU ftlUt fld^ na^ unb nad^, unb aUc fte^cn urn l^n lucrum.) 

BiimtterttteifteT* @ic fci^Iagcn ftd^ urn il^tc ^ptibilcgicn. 25 
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(SgotQitt S)ie fie nod^ mutiDifltg jerttummern mctben 
— Uttb tt)cr fetb i^t? 3^]^r fd^eint mit red^tlic^c Seutc. 
3imwenneifiter. S)aS ifi unfcr Scftrcbcn. 

5 Biwmerweifter^ 3iw^n^^^w^<J^« ^«l> 3wnftmciftct. 
egmpitt^ Unb S^t? 
©peft* ftrdmet. 

Setter, ©d^neiber. 
10 ©gmpiit. 3(i^ erinnere mx^, ^i)x l^abt mit an ben 
Cibreen filr meine Seute gearbeitet. 6uer 9lame ift fetter. 
^ttttt. @mht, bafe ^^x (Snij beffen etinnert. 
(SgmQttt. 3(j^ betgejfe niemanben Icid^t,* ben xi) einmal 
flefel^en unb flefptod^en l^abe. — 3QBa§ an eud^ ift, SHul^e 
IS ju etl^alten, Seute, ba§ tut; il^r feib iibel genug ange« 
fc^rieben'. 9leigt ben itftnig nid^t me^r, er ^at gule^t ioi) 
bie ©etnalt in ^anbcn. 6in orbentIi(!^er Siltget, bet 
ftc^ t^xlxi) unb fleifeig nftl^rt, l^at ilbetall fo t)iel 8^tei» 
' l^eit als et braud^t. 

20 3immerweifter. ^6) too^U ba^ ifl eben unfte 9iot! ®ie 

3:agbiebe, bie ©5f[er, bie gaulenjer, mit 6uer ©naben 

SSerlaub, bie ftdn!ern* au§ Sangermeile unb fd^arren auS 

hunger nad^^ ^ribilegien unb liigen ben 9leugierigen unb 

Seid^tgldubtgen waS Dor, unb um cine Sanne Siet begal^It 

25 ju Iriegen, fangen fie ^anbel an, bie Diel taufenb 50ten« 

fd^en ungliidfUd^ madden. ®a§ ift il^nen eben rei^t. 2Bir 

^alten unfte ^dufet unb ftaften gu gut Detma^tt; ba 

mfid^ten fie getn un§ mit geuetbtSnben babon tteiben. 

(S^monU Men Seiftanb follt il^t finben; e§ finb 9KaB« 

30 tegein genommen, bem libel ftdftig gu begegnen. ©tel^t 

feft gegen bie ftembe Sel^te unb glaubt nid^t, butd^ 3luf= 
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tul^t bcfejitge man ^ribilcgien. Sleibt gu ^aufc; Ictbet 
mi)t, bafe fie fid^ auf ben ©trafeen rotten. Semflnftige 
8eute !5nnen diel tun. 

(^inbeffen ^ai fid^ bet gtd^te ^aufen berlaufen.) 

3iwmein«eifiter. ®an!en 6uer ©jjellenj, ban!en fflr bie 
gute 2Keinung! Sitter, toa^ an un§ liegt. ((gflmottt ab.) 6in 5 
gnabiget ^ertl bet eii^te 5Wiebetianbet! ©at fo nid^t§ 
©t)antfd^e§. 

^ttttt. ^'dttm tt)lr il^n nut snm ategentcnl SKan folgf 
il^m geme. 

(Soeft. ®aS Idfet bet itdnig tool^I fein.^ S)en ^lo^ be» 10 
fe^t et immer mit ben ©einigen. 

Setter, ^aji bu ba§ illeib gefel^en ? S)oS tear nod^ ber 
neueften Slrt, m^ fpanifc^m ©d^nitt. 

3immeniieifiter. 6in fd^5ner ^err! 

Setter, ©ein $ate toftr" ein re(^teS gfreffen .filr einm 15 
©(j^arfri(^ter. 

(Spefu Siftbutott? SBaSfommtblrein? 

Setter. S)umm genug, ba^ einem fo etmaS ehifailt.— 
6^ ift mir nun fo. SBenn \i) einen fd^Onen langen ^aU 
fel^e, mu^ ii) gleid^ miber SSillen benfen : ber ifl gut 20 
f6t)fen. — S)ie t)erflu(^ten gjelutionen ! man iriegt fie nic^t 
au§ bem ©tnne. SSenn bie Surf(!^e fd^mimmen, unb ic^ 
fel^' einen nadten Sucf el, gleid^ faflen fie mir ju ©u^enben 
ein, bie x6) l^abe mit SRuten ftreid^en fel^en. Segegnet mir ein 
red^ter SBanft, mein' id^, ben fel^' id^ fd^on am ^fal^I braten. 25 
®e^ 9lad^t^ im 3:raume gmidft mid)'3 an alien ©Uebern ; 
man tt)irb eben feine ©tunbc frol^. 3febc Suftbarleit, jeben 
©pa^ l^ab' id^ balb dergeffen ; bie fiird^terlid^n ©epalten 
finb mir tt)ie Dor bie ©time gebrannt. 
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(Sgmotttd SBol^ttuttg. 
® e I r c t a t (on clitcm lifd^c tnlt ^oVlercn ; cr ftel^t imtu^lg auf). 

ScftctSr. 6r lommt tmtner ntd^t 1 unb i6f toatte fd^on 
gmet ©tunbcn, bie 3f^l>^t in bcr ^anb, bte ^jjapicte Dot mix; 
unb cbcn l^cute m5(i)f i6f getn fo gcttig fort. @§ btcnnt 
mtr untcr ben ©ol^Icn* 3>(^ lann Dot Ungebulb laum 

5 bletbcn. ,,@ct auf bte ©tunbe ba/' befal^I er mtr nod^, 
el^e er toeggmg ; nun lommt er nid^t. 6§ ift fo biel ju 
tun, x6) tt)erbe bor SDlUtetnad^t nici^t fetttg* gfreilid^ ftel^t 
et einem anif einmat burd^ bte tJinger. 2)o^ l^ielf id^'§ 
bef[er, toenn er ftrenge vo'&xt unb Uefee einen aud^ toieber 

lo 3ur befttmmten S^xt. 5!Kan I5nnte fid^ einrid^ten. SBon 
ber Kegenttn ift er nun fd^on gtoei ©tunben tt)eg ; tt)er 
mei^, men er untertoegS angefafet l^at. 

e 8 tn n t (trltt ouf). 

egwottt. 2Bie fiel^fS au§? 
8e!retar* 3»d^ bin bereit, unb brei Soten marten. 
15 egwotit 3»d^ bin bir tool^t gu lang geblieben; bu 
ntad^ft. ein berbrie^Iid^ ®efid)t. 

8ehretar. 6uerm S3efe]^I gu gei^ord)en, marf id^ fd^on 
lange. ^ier finb bie ^apxtxt. 
egmottt. 2)onna 6Ibira toirb b5fe auf mid^ toerben, 
20 menn fie l^firt, ba^ id^ bid^ abgel^alten l^abe. 
(BtftttJkt. ^^x fd^ergt. 

egwotit. 5Rein, min* ©d^ftme bid^ nid^t. S)u geigft 
einen guten ©efd^madf* @ie ift l^ubfd^ ; unb e§ ift mir 
gang red^t, bafe bu auf bent @d^Iof[e eine greunbin l^aft. 
25 2Ba§ fagen bie Sriefe? 

8e!ret8r. SDland^erlei unb menig 6rfreulid^e§, 
egmoitt* 2)a ift gut, ba^ mtr bie greube gu ^avi\t 
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l^abcn unb fie nt(^t t)on ausmatts gu etmartcn btoud^n* 
3ft t)tel gefommen? 

8ehrctar. ©cniifl, unb brci S3oten toarten. 

eflwotit. ©ag' an, ba^ 5Rottgftc, 

echrctar* 6§ ift alle^ nfitig. S 

eflwottt 6tn§ na(!& bcm anbem, nut gefd^minb ! 

8c!rctfir. ^auptntann Steba fd^idt bie delation, tt)a§ 
wetter in @ent unb ber umliegenben ©egenb Dotgefallen, 
2)er Stuntult l^at fi(^ metften§ gelegt. — 

egwotit. @r fd^teibt voo^l nod^ Don eingelnen Ungegogen= lo 
l^etten unb Stofllii^nl^eiten ? 

8e!tetair. 3ia ! 6s lommt no(^ mand^eS Dor. 

egwottt. S8erf(^one mtc^ bamit. 

8efretar. 3toi) fed^g finb eingejogen toorben, bte bel 
3Sertt)i(^ ba§ SDlarienbilb umgerif[en l^aben, gr fragt an, 15 
ob er fie aud^ wie bie anbern foil pngen laffen? 

C^gwottt !3d^ bin beS ^(ingeng miibe. 2Kan foil fie 
burd^t)eitf(^en, unb fie m5gen gel^n. 

@e!retar. 6§ finb gmei SBeiber babei ; foil er bie aud^ 
burd^t)eitf d^en ? 20 

egwottt. 2)ie mag er Dermarnen unb laufen laffen. 

8e!retar. SrinI Don Sreba§ 6omt)agnie toil! I^eiraten. 
S)er $aut)tntann l^offt, 3!^r toerief S i^m abfd^Iagen. @S 
finb fo Diele SBeiber bei bent C^^^f^^^ fd^reibt er, bafe, 
toenn toir auSjiel^en, e§ leinem ©olbatenmarfd^, fonbern 25 
einem 3tgeuner=®efd^Iet)t)e fll^nlid^ fel^en toirb. 

egwotit. 2)eni mag'g nod^ l&ingel^n !^ 6§ ift ein fd^5ner 
lunger Sf eri ; er bat mid^ nod^ gar bringenb, el^ id^ toeg* 
ging. Slber nun foil's leinem mel^r geftattet fein, fo leib 
mir'S tut, ben armen SEeufeIn, bie ol^nebieS get)Iagt genug 30 
finb, il^ren beften Bpa^ ju Derfagen. 
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^ftttikt. Smi t)ott @uern ficuten, ©ctct unb ^art, 
l^abcn ctnem WdM, eincr SBitt^tod^ter, iibel mitgcfpielt. 
©ic Irtegten fie aflcin, unb bic S)trne lonntc fi^ titter 
nt(^t etwel^ren. 
5 egwotit* SBenn e§ etn tf)xlx6) 2)ldb(i)cn ift, unb fie 
l^abcn ®ett)alt gebtauc^t, fo foB et fie brei %aQt Jointer 
einanber mit Stuten ftreidjen laffen, unb toenn fie ettnaS 
befi^en, foil er fo Diel bat)on eingiel^en, ba^ bem 5!Kdb(3^en 
cine 3lu§ftattung gereid^t n^erben lann. 
10 ^tftttax. ©iner Don ben fremben Sel^retn ift l^eimlicib 
burc^ 6omtne§ gegangen unb entbecft morben* @r f(!^tt)6rt, 
et fei im S3egttff, na^ ^xantxti^ gu gel^en. 3ta6) bem 
33efe]^I foH er ent]^aut)tet tt)etben, 
©fltitotit* ©ie foUen xi^n in ber ©tille an bie ©renge 
15 bttngen unb il^m berfid^etn, bag er ba§ jmeite 5!Kal nid^t 
fo n)egIommt 

®e!tetSr» @in 95rief ■ Don @uerm ©innel^mer* 6r fci^reibt: 
e^ fontme toenig ®elb ein, er !onne auf bie SBod^e bie 
berlangtc ©umme f^merli^ f(3^idfen ; ber Stumult l^obe in 
20 alle§ bie gro^te J?onfufion gebrad^t 

egwotit* 2)a§ ®elb mufe l^erbei ; et mag fel^en, tt)ie er 
eg jufammenbringt. 

8e!iretit. @r fagt : er toerbe fein mogIi(^fte§ tun unb 
tooCe cnblic^ ben 3ta^monb, ber 6u(^ fo tange fc^ulbig ift, 
25 berllagen unb in SSerl^aft nel^men laffen* 

egmoitt. S)er l^at \a Derft)ro(|en, gu begal^Ien. 
eefretftn 3)aS le^te SKal fe^te er fid^ felbft bierge^n 
Stage. 
egwotit. ©0 gebe man il^m nod^ Diergel^n Stage; unb 
30 bann mag er gegen il^n Derfal^ren. 

©efretfir. ^I^r tut tt)o% ©§ ift nid^t Unbermfigen ; e§ 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



2. 21 u f 3 u g. 39 

ift bofer SBiHe* 6r maS)i gemife 6rn[t, menn et ftel^t, 
3]^r fpafet ntd^t. — gctncr fagt bet ©innel^mct : er tooUt 
ben alten ©olbaten, ben SHJttmen unb einigen anbern, benen 
3f^t ©nabengel^alte^ gebt, bie ©ebiil^r einen l^alben 2Konat 
gurildl^alten ; man I5nne inbeffen 9lat f(3^Qffen ; fie mod^ten s 
fid^ einr^ten, 

efltttottt, SBa§ ift ba etnjur^ten ? S)ie 8eute broudien 
ba§ ®elb n5tiger al§ ii). ®a§ foH er bleiben loffen. 

eeftetSr. SBol^et befel^It 3^r benn, ba^ er ba§ ©elb 
nel^men fofl? lo 

(ggmottt 2)Qrauf mog e r benfen ; e§ ift tl^m tm t)ort= 
gen SSriefe fci^on gefagt. 

@e!retar. 2)e§tr)egen tut er bie SBorfi^Idge, 

egmont. 2)ie taugen nid)l. 6r foil auf tt)a§ anber§ 
finnen. 6r foil SSorfc^Iftge tun, bie anne]^mli(| finb, unb 15 
Dor aHent fofl er ba§ ®elb fd^affen. 

@e!retSr. ^6) f)ait ben SBrief b«§ ©rafen DliDa mieber 
l^iel^er gelegt. Serjeil^t, ba^ id^ @u(3^ baron erinnere. S)er 
alle ^err Derbient oor aflen anbern eine au^fiil^rlici^e 3lnts 
toort. 3»]^r tt)oDtet il^m felbft fc^reiben. ©etoi^, er liebt 20 
&\x6)r tt)te ein aSaler. 

egmont^ 3d^ fontnte nici^t baju. Unb unter Dielem SSer* 
l^a^ten ift mir ba§ ©d^reiben ba§ SSerl^afetefte* S)u mad^ft 
meine ^anb ja fo gut nad^, fd^reib in meinem 9?amen. 
3fd^ ermarte Dranien. 3d^ fomme nid^t baju unb munfd^te 25 
felbft, bafe il^m auf Jeine Seben!lid)feiten n)a§ red^t S3eru^i« 
genbe§ gefd^rieben toiirbe. 

©efretfir^ ©agt mir nur ungefdl^r 6ure SMeinunft; id^ 
tt)ifl bie 3lnltt)ort fd^on auffe^en unb fie 6ud^ Dorlegen. 
©efd^rieben fofl fi? werben, bap fie dor ©erid^t fiir 6ure 30 
^anb gelten fann. 
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@giltOtlt. ®xb mtt ben Srief.^ m^hem cr ^mctngcfc^cn.) 

©utet, el^rl^et Slltct I SBarft bu in bcincr 3ugenb aud) 
tt)o^I fo bcbad^tig? erftiegft bu me cincn SBatt? S3Iiebft 
bu in ber ©d^lad^t, mo c§ bic JJIugl^eit anrcit, l^intcn? — 

5 2)er ttcuc ©orglic^c ! 6t tt)ttt mein Sebcn unb ntcin ©lilcf 
unb fill^lt nid^t, ba^ bcr f(3^on tot i[t, bcr urn feinct ©id^et* 
l^cit toillen lebt. — ©d^reib i^m, cr mogc unbefotgt fein ; 
x6f l&QnbIc, mic x^ foH, x^ mcrbc mid^ fd^on mal^ten ; fein 
Slnfel^n bei ^ofc foH et gu mcincn ©unftcn btaud^en unb 

10 mcincg bofllomntnen 2)an!c§ gett)i^ fein. 

8e!reta?. 5Ri(|t§ meiter? D, er ertt)attet mel^r* 
egwotit. 2Ba^ foK id^ ntel^r fagen? SBillft bu mel^r 
SBotte madden, fo ftel^fS bei bit. ©§ brel^t fid^ immet 
um ben einen ^unft : id^ foil leben, toie id^ nid^t leben 

15 mag. ^([j^^id^4x'(i^lx^ixru bie ©ad^ teidjit nel&me, rdfd^ 
lebe, ba§ ift Juein ffiliid;^ unb iS) bertaufd)' eS nid^t gegen 
bie ©ic^erl^eit eine§ StotengemSlbeS. ^S) f)ait nun gu bet 
ft)anifd^en 8eben§art nid^t einen SlutSttopfen in meinen 
sibetn, nid^t 8uft, meine ©d^titte nad^ ber neuen bebcid^ti* 

20 gen ^of=J?abeng* gu muftetn. Seb' id^ nut, um auf§ Seben 

gu ben!en? ©oH id^ ben gegentt)(lttigen Slugenblidt nid^t 

genie^en, bamit id^ be§ folgenben gett)i^ fei? Unb biefen 

tt)iebet mit ©otgen unb (StiHen Detgel^ten? 

eefreta?. ^^ bitf 6ud^, ^txx, feib nid^t fo l^atfd^ unb 

25 taul^ gegen ben guten SKann. ^^x feib ja fonft gegen 

aHe fteunblid^. ©agt mit ein getdHig SBott, ba§ ben 

ebetn gteunb betul^ige. ©el^t, toie fotgfciltig et ift, wie 

teiS et 6ud^ betiil^tt. 

(Sgmotit. Unb bod^ betfll^tt et immet biefe ©aite. @t 

30 mei^ t)on altet§ l^et, mie Detl^afet mit biefe gtmal^nungen 
finb; fte madden nut itte, fte l^elfen nid^tg. Unb toenn id) 
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ctn 9ia(^ttt)anbtcr Mxt unb ouf bcm gcfai^tlid^cn ®ip^d cincg 
^aufeg ft)a3tcrtc, ift e§ fteuttbfd^aftUd^, mx^ beim 5Ramen 
ju tufen unb mi^' gu iDarnen, gu tocdEcn unb gu t51cn? 
8a^t jebcn fcincS ^pfabeg gel^n; cr mag \\6) toal^ren. 

8c!irctS?^ 6§ giemt @u(^, n^t gu forgen; ahtx tt)er 5 
@u(^ fennt unb licbt — 

^gmotit (itt bctt ©ricf fc^cttb). 2)a btingt er tt)teber bic altcn 
SKdtd^en^ ouf, tt)Q^ tt)tr an einem 9lbenb in le^tem ■ llbcr» 
ttiut ber ©efefltgleit unb be§ SBetnS getrieben unb ge^ 
\pxo6)tn, unb tt)a§ man barau^ fur golgen unb Scmeifc 10 
burd^^ ganjc Jl5ntgm(^ geaogcn unb gef(!^Ict)pt l^abe. — 5Run 
gut! tt)ir l^aben ^6)tUmlappm, 9tatren!utten auf unfrcr 
2)icncr ^rmct [tidEen lajfen unb l^aben bicfc toflc gierbc 
nai^l^et in ein Siinbel ^fetlc t)ettt)anbctt; ein nod^ gefftl^r* 
Ix^n ©^rnbot fiit aUt, bte beuten tooflen, too nid^tg gu 15 
bcutcn ift. SBir l^aben bic unb jenc, Sotl&cit in einem 
luftigen Slugenblid emt)fangen glei(^ unb geboten; finb 
fd^ulb, bafe eine gauge eble ©(^ar mit SettelfftdEen unb mit 
einem felbftgemcil^Iten Unnamen' bem Jf 5nige feine ^pflid^t 
mit ft)ottenber 2)emut in§ @ebd(^tni§ tief ; finb f(|ulb 20 
— toa^ ift'§ nun toeitet? 3ft ein gajina^lsfpiel gleid^ 
^o(^Dettat? ©inb un§ bie lutgen bunten Sumpen gu 
mifegfinnen, bie ein jugenblid^er 2Kut, eine angefrifd^te 
^l^antafie um unfer§ Sebeng arme 33I6^e l^angen mag? 
SBenn il^r ba§ Seben gat gu etnftl^aft nel^mt, tt)a§ ift 25 
benn bran? SBenn un§ ber 2Korgen ni^t gu neuen 
gfreuben toetft, am Slbenb un§ leine Suft gu l^offen Ubrig 
bleibt, ift'§ tool^I be§ 9ln« unb 9lu§gie]^en§* toert? ©d^eint 
mir bie ©onne l^eut, um ba§ gu iiberlegen, tt)a§ geftern 
tear? unb um gu raten, gu t)erbinben, toaS nid^t gu 30 
erraten, nid^t gu t)erbinben ift, ba§ ©d^idfal eine§ Iom= 
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tnenben Stages? ©(^enfe^ mir biefe Sctrad^uuflen; roir 
woHcn ftc ©d^ulcm unb |)oflin9eu uberlaffcn. S)te mfigcn 
ftnnen unb au§finnen, toanbeln unb f$Ici(3^en, flelauflen, 
xotH^xn fie lonnen, erf(^Ic^cn, tooS fie fonnen, — i?annft 

5 bu t)on aHent biefem etmaS hxawi^n, bafe beine 6t)iftel 
fein a9u$ tt)irb, fo ift ntir'S rec^t. J^em guten 3tlten 
fd)etnt afleS Diel gu tt)i(3^tig. ©o btiitft ein greunb, 
bet lang unfre ^anb gel^alten, fie ftdrfer no$ einmol, 
twnn er fie laffen tt)ill. 

lo @e!tetir* SSetjeil^t mir! @§ tt)irb bem Su^flftnger 
fd^roinblig, ber einen 9Kann mit rajfelnber 6ile balder 
fal^ten fiel^t^ 

^ egmoitt^ Sfinb! Jfinb! ni(^t twiter! SHJie Don unft(^t= 
baten ©eiftem gepeitfc^t, gel^en bie ©onnenpferbe ber 

15 3^it "^it unfer§ ©c^icffalS leid^tem SBagen bur^; unb 

un§ bleibt ni(|t§, oX%, mutig . gefafet, bie S^acl f^ftgu= 

', j^olten unb balb red^ts, balb Iinf§, t)om ©teine l^ier, 

t)om ©turge ba, bie 3ldber weggulenfen. SBol^in es gel^t, 

\ mer toei^ e§? ©rinnert er fi(^ bod^ faum, iDol^er er lam.^ 

20 SehretSr^ $err! ^err! 

egitwnt^ 3(^ ftel^e ]^o(^ unb lonn unb mufe no(^ 
]^5]&er peigen; \^ fiil^Ie mir ^offnung, 9Wut unb Jfroft, 
9Z^ l^ab' xS) meineS 2Bad^§tum§ ®it)fel ni(^t errei(|t; 
unb ftel^' id^ broben einft, fo xo\t xi^ feft, xxxi^i ftngff* 

25 Ii(i^ ftel^n, ©oil i(^ fallen, fo mag ein 2)onnerf(3^Iag, 
ein ©turmtoinb, ja, ein felbft mfel^Iter ©ci^ritt* mxi^ (xb^ 
todrts in bie Siefe ftiirjen ; ba lieg' x^ mit Diet SEau= 
fenben. 3(i^ ^abe nie t)erfd^mai^t, mit meinen guten 
JlriegSgefeHen urn Ileinen ®ett)inft ba§ blutige SoS gu 

30 merfen ; unb foHt' xi^ InidEern, toenn'S urn ben gangen 
freien SBert beS SebenS ge^t? 
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(BtftttJk. D ^ert! ^^x mi^t ntd^t, toa^ fur SBorte 
S^r ft)re$t! @ott er^olt ©ud^! 

^gmotit. 9limm beine ^aptcre gufamtncn. Dranicn 
lommt. gcttige au§, toaS am notigften tft, bafe bie 
®oten fort!ommcn, el^ bie Store gefd^lojlen toerben. S)a§ s 
attbere l^at 3^it* 2)cn Srief an ben ©rafen Ia$ bi§ 
morgen; t)erfaume ni^t, 6lDtren ju befu^en, unb grille 
fie bon mir, — ^ox^, tt)ie [x6f bie SRegentin befinbei; fie 
foil nid^t tool^I fein, ob fte'§ glei^ t)erbirgt. ((Schctot oe.) 

Oronlctt (fommt). 

@gm0itt. 3Biflfommen, Dranien, 3I)r fd^eint mir nid^t lo 
gang frei.* 

Dtonien. SBa§ fagt ^'f)x gu unfrer Unterl^aliung mit 
ber 9iegentin? 

egmont ^i) fanb in il^rer 3lrt,un§ aufgunel^men, nid^te 
3lu$erorbentlid^e§* ^i) l^abe fie fd^on fifter fo gefel^en. ©ie is 
fd^ien mir nid^t gang tool^t. 

Dtattieit* 2Ker!tet ^f)x nid^t, bafe fie gurildEl^altenber toar? 
6rft moCte fte unfer Setragen bei bem neuen Slufrul^r be§ 
Rebels gelajfen^ bifligen, nad^l^er merlte fte art, toaS fic^ 
bod^ aud^ filr ein fatfd^eS Si^t barauf loerfen laffe; tt)id^ 20 
bann mit bem ®eft)rdd^e gu il^rem alien gemfil^nlid^en S)i§= 
Iur§: ba^ man il^re liebeboCe gate Slrt, i^re greunbfd^ft 
gu un§ 9lieberl(lnbem nie genug eriannt, gu leic^t bel^an* 
belt l^abe, ba^ nid^t§ einen ermiinfd^ten SluSgang nel^men 
moDe, baft fte am 6nbe lool^t miibc toerben, ber Jlfinig fid^ 25 
gu anbern 2Kapregeln enffd^liepen miijfe. ^abt 3>l^r ba§ 
ge^art? 

egmont* 3lid^t alle§; td^ bad^te unterbef[en an toa§ an= 
ber§, @ie ift ein SBeib, guter Dranien, nnb bie mb^kn 
immer gem, ba^ fid^ aHe^ unter il^r fanfteS 3od^ gelaf[en 30 
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f(^micgic, ba^ jcbcr ^ctfulcs^ bic fiomcnl^aut ablcgte unb 

i^tcn Jlunlell^oP t)txmti)xk; ia% m\l fie fttcbl^ gefinnt 

ftnb, bic ©drung, bic ein SSol! etgreift, ber ©tutm, ben 

• titftd^tigc Slcbenbul^Ier gegen einanber ettegen, ^xS) bur^ ein 

5 freunbli(i^ SBort bcilegen liefec unb bic tDibtigiten ©lemente 
fi(^ gu i^ten gilfeen in fonfter ©inttod^t bereinigten^ S)a§ 
ift il^r 8faD; unb ba fte e§ bal^in nidjt btingen lann, fo 
l^at jie !einen SQBeg, aU launif^ gu toetben, fid^ fiber Un= 
bonlbatfeit, UnweiSl^eit gu beflagen, mit fd^tedEIi^en 3lu§» 

lo fic^ten in bic 3u!unft gu brol^en unb gu btol^en, ba^ fie 
— fottgel^n tt)ill. 

Otanietu ©laubt ^l^t baSmal nici^t, bafe fie il^te S)ro« 
l^ung erfiiDt? 
egwbtit* Sfiimmermel^t ! SBie oft l^abc x^ fte f^on teife« 

IS fertig gefel^n! 2Bo tt)itt fie benn l^in? ^ier ©tattl^altetin, 
i^finigin; glaubft bu, ba^ fie e§ untetl^Qlten* lottb, am ^ofe 
il^reS StubetS unbebeutenbe Stage abguJ^afpeln? ober naS) 
3talien gu gel^en unb \x6) in alten gantilienbcrl^ciltnifien* 
]&erumguf(^Iet)t)en? 

2o Ctanietu 5Dian l^ftlt fte biefer ©ntfd^Iie^ung ni(|t fcil^ig, 
meit ^^x pe l^abt gaubetn, mil ^^x fie l^abt gutiidEtteten 
fel^n;* benno(^ liegt'S tool^I in il^t; neue Untftdnbe treiben fie 
gu bem lang betgfigerten ©ntfi^Iufe* SBenn fte ginge? unb 
ber i?6nig fd^idEtc etnen anbern? 

^s ©gwoitt 9lun, ber toiirbc lommen unb milrbe eben and) 
gu tun finben. 9Wit grofeen ^lanen,* ^rojeften unb @e« 
banlen toiirbc cr lontnten, tnie er aCeS gurecJ^triiden, unter* 
merfen unb gufantntenl^allett tooUt; unb toiirbe l^eut mit 
biefer Jfleinigfeit, morgen mit einer anbern gu tun l^aben; 

30 iibermorgen jene ^inbemis^ finben, einen 3Wonat mit &nU 
miirfen, einen anbern mit aSerbru^ iiber fel^lgefd^Iagnc 
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Unternel^men, ein ^alb ^df)x in ©ot^en iiber cine cinjige 
^roDing gubtingcn* %\xif il^m mitb bie 3^it bergel^n, bet 
kop^ f(|tt)inbeltt unb bie Siinge tote guDor il^ren (Sang l^alten, 
bafe er, ftatt toeite 2Keete na$ einer Dorgegogenen 8inie gu 
bur(^fegeln, ®ott banfen mag, loenn er fein ©d)iff in biefem 5 
©turme t)om Qfelfen l^dlt. 

Dtanicm SBenn man nun abet bem i?omg gu einem 
aSetfud^ tiete? 

(l^gmottt, S)et toflte? 

Dtanieit^ 3^ \^¥^^ tt)a§ bet 3t\xmp\ o^m ^aupt anfinge. 10 

@ginotit« SBie? 

Dtaitien. (Sgmont, x6) ttage t)iele 3a!^te l^et alle unfete 
SSetl^ftltnijfe am ^etgen, xi) ftel^e immet toie iibet einem 
©$ad^ft)iele unb l^alte !einen Sh ^^^ ®egnet§ filt unbe« 
beutenb; unb ime miifeige SKenfc^en mit bet gtofeten ©otg^ 15 
fait [xS) um bie ©el^eimniffe bet 9latut befflmmetn, fo l^alf 
x^ e§ filt ^fli(^t, fiit S3etuf eine§ giitften, bie ©efinnungen, 
bie aiatfd^iage aflet ^atteien gu lennen. ^if f)ait Utfad^', 
einen SluSbtud^ gu befiitd^ten* 2)et Jf 6nig l^at lange nad^ 
gett)iffen ©tunbfd^en gel^anbelt, et fiel^t, ba$ et bamit nid^t 20 
au§!ommt; tt)a§ ift toai^tfd^einlid^et, al§ bafe et e§ auf einem 
anbettt SBege Detfud^t? 

©flwotit. 3d^ glaub'S nid^t* SBenn man alt mitb unb 
l^at fo Diet t)etfud^t unb e§ toill in bet SBelt nie gut Dtbnung 
lommen, mii^ man e§ enblid^ mol^I genug l^aben. 25 

Otanieit. @in§ l^at et nod^ nid^t betfud^t. 

©gmont. 5Run? 

Dtanieit^ S)a§ SSoIf gu fd^onen unb bie tSfUtften gu t)et« 
betben* 

®8mont. SBie Diele ^aben ba§ fd^on lange gefiltd^tet! ®S 30 
ift leine ©otge. 
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Dronieit* ©onjl imr'S ©orgc; naS) unb tttt(3^ ift init'§ 
aSermutung, jule^t ©ciDtfel^ett getDotben* 
Qt^numt. Unb !^at bcr ^5ntg tteuerc ®tcnct alS un§? 
Dratiicm SBtr biencn tl^m ttuf unfete Sltt; unb untcr 
5 einanbcr I5nnett tt)tr geftel^en, bafe iDtr bcS K6ntg§ 3lc(|tc unb 
bte unftigen tDol^I abjutDdgcn wiffen. 

egwoHt SBcr tuf^ nid^t? SBtr finb i^m untcrtan unb 
gemftrtig in bcm, tt)a^ il^m gu!ommt» 
Otanictt. SBenn er \x6) nun abet mel^r gufd^ttebe unb 
lo Streuloftgfcit ncnntc, ma§ tt)lr l^ct^en: auf unfte SRcd^ic 
fatten? 

egmont. SBtr tt)erben unS t)ettcibigen lOnncn. 6r tufc 
bte SRtttcr beS SSIiefeS jufammcn, tt)ir tooHcn unS rt(|tcn 
laffen. 
IS Drattictt. Unb tt)aS toftrc cin Urtetl t)or bcr Unterfud^ung? 
cine ©ttafc bor bem Uttcil? 

egmottt. 6tnc Ungctcd^tigfctt, bcr ft(3^ ?l^ttit)t) nic f(3^ul« 
big madden toirb; unb cine SEorl^eit, bic id^ if)m unb feincn 
aidtctt nid^t gutrauc* 
20 Dronictt. Unb mm ftc nun ungcrcd^t unb tCrid^t 
marcn? 

®9motit. 9lcin, Oranicn, c§ ift nid^t m5glid^. SBcr 
foHtc magcn, ^anb an un§ ju tegcn? — Un§ gcfangen 
gu ncl^men, tt)ftr' cin berlotneS unb frud^tIofe§ Unterncl^mcn. 
25 5Rein, fie toagcn nid^t, ba§ ^jJanier^ bcr i^rannei fo l^od^ 
Quf jujicdEcn. S)cr SHJinbl^aud^, bcr bicfe 9lad^rid^t iibcrS Sanb 
brd^tc, milrbc cin ungcl^cureS t?eucr gufammentrciben. Unb 
tDol^inaug tooUkn fie? SRid^ten unb Derbantmen lann nid^t 
ber S5nig oHein; unb moDten fie meud^elm5rberifd^ an 
30 unfer 2eben? — @ie lonnen nid^t moKen* Kin f^redE= 
lid^er Sunb tt)iirbe in einem Slugcnblidt ba§ SSoIf Dereinigen. 
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^afe uttb etDige Sttennung t)OTn fpanif^cn 3lomen loiltbc 
fid^ gciDQltfam nll&xtn. 

Ovanitn. S)ic glammc tDutctc bann ilbcr unfertn ®xaU, 
unb baS S3lut unftcr S^einbe fldffc jum Iceren ©Ul^nopfcr. 
8a^ un§ benlen, ©gmont* 

(ggmotit. SBie foflten fie obcr? 

Dtanictt. W)a tft untetmegS. 

©ginont,. 3d^ glaub'g nid^t. 

Ora^tien. 3d^ tt)cife e§. 

egwotit. ®ie 3tcgentin tDottte tti(^te tDiffcn* lo 

Dranicti* Um befto mel^r bin i^ tiberjcugt. 2)tc 
SRcgentin tt)itb il^m ^lofe madjcn. ©eincn aWorbfinn Icnn' 
i(|, unb eitt ^ccr bringt cr mit. 

egmotit^ 3luf§ neue bie ^tbbingcn gu betdftigen? 3)oS 
93oIf mitb ffbi)^ fcJ^mietig toctbcn. 15 

Drattictt^ ^an tt)itb \x6) bcr ^(iut)ter bcrfid^* 

C^guwtit. 9lein! 9lcin! 

Drattieit^ Safe un§ gcl^en, }cbet in feine ^rot)ing. 2)ott 
tDoflcn toir unS t)erftarfcn; mit off net ©emalt fdngt cr 
nid^t an« 20 

©gmotit. 2Kilffen toir il^n nid^t begriifeen, tomn er 
lommt? 

Drwtlcti* SBir gSgem. 

egmottt. Unb menn er utt§ im JHomen beg il6nig§ bel 
feinet Slnlunft forbert? 5 

Draniett* ©ud^en toir SluSfliid^te. 

egmottt* Uub menn er bringt? 

Drottien. ©ntfd^ulbigen tt)ir un§. 

@gmont Unb toenn er brauf beftel^t? 

Dtonieit. Jfommen toir um fo menigcr. 30 

(ggmottt. Unb ber Jfrieg ift erflcirt, unb toir jtnb bie 
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JRcbcflcn* Oranictt, la^ hxij ni^t bur$ Jllugl^ctt mfftl^ten; 
ic^ mx% bag g^uri^t bid^ nid^t mxijtn ma^t 99eben{e 
ben ©d^rttt* 
Dranietu ^i) i)aV il^n bebac^t* 

5 (Sqmont, Scbcnie, mnn bu Hi) in|t, tDotan bu f(i^ulb 
bift: an bem t)etbetbli(j^ftcn i?ttcge, bet je ein Sonb t)cr* 
tDtiftct l^at. ©ein SBeigern ift ba§ ©ignal, btt§ bic ^ro« 
t)in}Ctt mit cinmal gu ben SBaJfen tuft, ba§ jebe ©taufamfeit 
ted^tfettigt, toogu ©t)anien bon jel^et nut getn ben 93ot« 

10 toanb gel^afd^t ^at. 2Ba§ wit lange miil^felig geftiHt l^oben, 
toitft bu mit einem 2Bin!e gut fcJ^tecflicl^ftcn 93ettt)tttung 
aufl^efeen. ©en!' an bie ©tftbte, bie 6beln, ba§ aSoII, an 
bie ^anblung, ben gfelbbau, bie ©eiuetbe! unb benfe bie 
SSetiDilftung, ben aWotb! — JRul^ig fiel^t bet ©olbat tt)o!^I 

15 im Setbe feinen J?ametaben neben \x6) fiinf alien; abet ben 
Slug l&etuntet toetben bit bie Sei(^en bet Siitget, bet 
^inbet, bet 3ungftauen entgegenfd^mimmen, ba$ bu mit 
©ntfefeen bafte^ft unb nid^t mel^t mx^t, toeffen ©ad^e bu 
toetteibigft, ba bie ju ©tunbe gel^en, fflt beten gteil^eit bu 

20 bie aOBaffen etgtiffft. . Unb toie mitb bit'§ fein, toenn bu 

bit ftiH fagen mu^: filt meine ©id^etl^eit etgtiff ip) fie. 

Dtanien. SBit finb nid^t eingelne SKeufd^en, ggmont. 

giemt e§ fid^, unS fut Saufenbe l^ingugeben, fo giemt e§ 

fid& aud^, un§ fut Staufenbe gu fd^onen. 

25 (gginoitt SBet fid^ fd^ont, mufe fid^ felbft t)etbad^tig toetben. 
Dranietu SBet fid^ lennt, lann fidget Dot* unb tiidtt)att§ 
gel^en. 

egmottt. 2)aS ttbel, ba§ bu filtd^left, mitb gemife butd^ 
beine %at 

30 Dtaniem 6§ ift Mug unb liil^n, bem uuDetmeiblid^en 
iibel entgegengugel^n. 
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(ggnwitt* 33et fo flto^ct ©cfal^t fommt bic Icic^tcftc 
^offnung in Slnfd^Iog* 

Orattiett. SBit l^obctt niii^t fur ben Icifcftcn tJu^ttitt 
^lofe tncl^r; bet 9lbgtunb licgt l^art t)ot un§. 

Qqmont. 3ft bc§ JlonigS ©unft cin fo f(J^moIct (Srunb? s 

Orattiett. ©o ^6)mal ni(|t, abet f(|Ii4)ftig. 

egwoitt* S3ci ®ott! mon tut if)m unrcii^t. 3(3^ mag 
ni(|t Icibcn, bofe man unglcid^^ Don tl^m bcnlt! 6r ift flarls 
©ol^n unb fcincr 9licbrigfcit fdl^ig. 

Orattiett. S)ic ^onigc tun nid^tS 9?icbrtgc§. lo 

(ggwottt 9Won folltc il^n fcnncn lerncn. 

Drattictt. 6bcn bicfc ScnutniS rdt un§, cine gcfdl^rlid^c 
^robc niij^t absumattcn. 

©gwottt. ^cinc ^tobc ift gcfdl^rlid^, }u bet man SJiut 
^t. 15 

Dwttiett. 2)u tt)itft aufgcbraii^t, ©gmont. 

©gwottt 3d^ mufe mit mcincn Slugcn fel^cn. 

Orattiem O, fd^ft bu bieSmal nut mit ben meinigen! 
grcunb, mil bu fie offen l^aft, glaubft bu, bu fiel^ft. 3>d^ 
gel^e! SBarte bu 3llba§ Slnfunft ab, unb ®ott fei bei bit! 20 
Sieflei(|t rettet bid^ mein SBeigern* SSielleiiJ^t, bafe bet 
©tad^e ni(i^t§ }u fangen glaubt, mnn et unS nid^i beibe 
auf einmal berfd^lingt. SSielleid^t jfigert er, urn feinen 3ln» 
f(|Iag fid^erer auSguful^ren; unb bietleid^t fiel^eft bu inbeS 
bie ©a(3^e in il^rer mal^ten ©eftalt. Slbet bann fd^nefl! 25 
fd^neO! 9lette! tette bid^! — 2eb' m^U Safe beinet 9luf« 
merffamfeit nid^ts entge^en: h)ie t)iel SWannfd^aft er mit* 
bringt, tt)te et bie ©tabt befe^t, h)a§ fiit 2Kad^t bie 
aiegentin be^dlt, tt)ie beine ^teunbe gefafet finb. ®ib mit 

9lad^rid^t ggmont — 30 

egmottt S5Ba§ tt)ill[t bu? 
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Oratrieit (i^ bet ber ^nb fajfeitb). Sag bi(^ iiBetteben! @eff mtt! 

(Igwottt. aSBic? %xiSinm, Dronicn? 

Oratriett* @inen SSetlomen ju betDeinett/ ifi au(^ tnftnnltd^. 

(ggmottt. S)u tDdl^nft ntid^ t)crIotcn? 

Orattiett. 2)u btft'S. 39ebenfc! 3)tr bicibt nur cine 
!utge gfrtft* Scb' idoI^U (ab.) 

dgmottt (attctn). S)a^ anbtet SMcnfd^n ©cbonfcn fold^n 
@inpug ouf unS l^abcnl 3Mir todt* cS ntc cingcfommcn; 
uttb bicfcr 9Mann trdgt fcine ©otgltd^fcit in inid^ l^crilbct. 
— SBcgl — 3)aS iji tin ftcmbet %xop^tn in tneinem 
Slutc. @utc Siatur, tuitf il^n tDtcbcr l^ctauS! Unb Don 
tncittct ©time bie fmncnben JRunjeln loegjubobcn, gibt c§ 
\a iDol^l tto(3^ citt frcuttblid^ SWittcL^ 
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$alap bet 9tegentin. 

9Kargarete ))on ^armcu 

9Ie0eittiit. 3(^ Wit ttttt'S t)ettnutcn follcn* C>^J SSScnn 
man in SWiil^c unb Sttbeit t)ot p(^ l^inlebt, bcnft man 
immct, man tue ba§ mdgUc^fte; unb ber t)ott mxkm gu= 
jtel^t unb befiel^It, glaubt, er t)ctlangc nur ba§ moglid^c* 

— D bie Jlonigc! — ^^ l^ottc nic^t fleglaubt, bafe c§ 5 
mid^ fo t)crbricfeett I5nntc* ©§ ift fo fii^on, gu l^errfd^en! 

— Unb abgubanfcn? — 3fd^ tDCt^ ntc^t, tDte mein aSatcc 
e§ fonnte, abcr xi) will c§ au(i^* 

SR a (^ i a t) e rt (erf cfieint im (^ntnbe). 

9{e0etititt. Stretct nftl^cr, '^ad)xat>tU. ^d) bcnfe l^icr iibcr 
ben iBricf metncS SrubcrS. 10 

madiiatftU. ^6) barf tt)i|fen, m^ er cntl^dlt? 

Oicfictttttt. ©0 t)iel gdrtii(3^ Slufmerffamfeit filt mi(^, 
ate ©orgfalt fiit feine ©taaten. 6r riil^mt bie ©tanb« 
^aftigleit, ben ^rleig unb bie SEteuc, tDomit id) bi^l^er fiir 
bie 3le(^te ©einet 3Hajeftdt in biefen fianben getDad^t l^abe. 15 
@r bebauert mid^, baf; mir ba§ unbdnbige SSoIf fo t)iel gu 
fd^affen mad^e. 6r i[t t)on ber 3:iefe meiner 6infi(^ten fo 
bollfommen iibergeugt, mit ber ^lug^eit meineS S3etragen§ 
fo au^erorbentU(^ gufrieben, bafe xi) faft fagen mup, ber 
fflrief ift filr einen ^onig gu f(|5n gefd^rieben, fUr einen 20 
^Bruber geioip. 

51 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



52 € 9 m n t 

Vla^ia^ttL @d ift nid^t ba§ etfte 3Ral ba^ et @u(^ 
feme flereij^te Si^ftt^^^^^^i* 6ejeigt» 

SlegeiiHit. Slbet ba§ etfte 3Ral, ba^ e§ rebnerifi^ 
Siflut tft. 
5 aRttdjiawO. 3(3^ mfley Qui) niii^t. 

9{e0etttiit. ^l^r tt)erbet* — ®enn et nteint ttad^ biefem 

©ittgonge: ol^ne aMannf(|aft, o^ne eine fleine 9ltmee tuetbe 

td^ immet l^tet cine iible ^Jiflut fpielen! SBit l^fttten, 

fagt et, untcd^t fleton, auf bie ^lagen bet ©inmol^net 

lo unfte ©olbaten auS ben ^^Jtot)ingen gu giel^en. 6ine S3e= 

foj^ung, metnt et, bie bem Siltget auf bent ytaitn laftet, 

betbiete il^m butd^ il^te ©d^tnete, grofee ©|)tilnge gu 

madden. n 

Witf^la^ttL 6§ ttriltbe bie (Sent&tet du^etfi aufbtingen. 

15 9{e0eittiti. S)et ifdnig nteint abet, ptft bu? — 6t 

nteint, ba^ ein tfld^tiget ©enetal, fo einet, bet gat feine 

Sftaifon^ annimmt, gat balb ntit SBolf unb Slbel, Siitgetn 

unb Sauetn fettig wetben^ Idnne; — unb fd^irft bcsmegen 

ntit einent ftatfen $eete — ben ^etjog t)on Sllba. 

20 madiiatfttL mia? 

megetithi. 3)u inunbetp bid^? 
WiiSila^ttL 3>]^r fagt: et fd^idt. 6t ftagt m% oft et 
f(^i(!en foC? 
^tqtnHn. ©et JJ6nig ftagt nid^t; ct fd^idEt* 
25 SRadiiatieff. ©0 tt)etbet ^l^t einen etfal^tnen iftieget in 
6uten S)ienften l^aben* 

Slegetttim 3n nteinen ©ienfien? IRebc gtab l^etauS, 
2Mad^iat)elI. 
aWttc^iatiea. 3d^ nifid^f 6ud& nid^t t)otgteifen* 
30 SJcfictttiit* Unb id^ ntod^te ntid^ t)etfteIIenP @§ ijl ntit 
ent|)finblic^, fel^t em|)finbUd^. 3d^ toollte liebet, ntein 
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Srubcr fagtc, tt)ic er'§ bcnft, aU bo^ cr formliii^c Spiftein 
untcrfi^rcibt, bte citi @toat§fc!tetat auffej^t* 
Wla^iat>tU. ©oHte man ntd^t einfcl^en? — 
JRcgentitt. Unb x(i) fcnnc fie inmenbig unb auSiucnbig. 
©ic mfid^tcn'S gem gefdubert unb gefel^tt l^aben; unb iDeil 5 
fie felbft nid^t jugretfen, fo finbet ein jeber SSettrouen, ber 
init bent Sefen in bet ^anb fontmt* O, nttr ift'§ al§ 
tt)enn x6) ben ^onig unb fein ©onfeil auf biefer Stapete 
gemirft [af)t.^ 
aWttdjiotielL ©0 leb^ft? 10 

JRegcittiit* 6§ fe§U fein 3ug. 6§ ftnb gute ^Kenfd^en 
brunter* S)et el^rlid^e Stobrid^, bet fo etfal^ten unb ntSpig 
ift, nid^t gu ^0^ tt)itt unb )>oi) nid^t^ fallen Id^t, bet ge* 
tabe Sllongo, bet fleipige Qfteneba, bet fefte 2a§ SSatgag 
unb nod^ einige, bte ntitgel^en, wenn bie gute ^attei mftd^ttg 15 
tt)itb. 3)a fij^t aitx bet l^ol^Idugige 3:olebonet^ nttt bet 
el^tnen ©tttne unb bent tiefen ^feuetblid, mutmelt gmifi^en 
ben 3^§tten t)on SBeibetgiite, unjeitigem 3iad^gebett/uttb bafe 
tJtouen tnol^I bon gugetittenen ^fetben ftd^ ttogen Iof[en, 
felbft abet fd^Ied^te ©taHmeiftet ftnb, unb fold^e ©t)d^e, bie 20 
xS) el^ntalS t)on ben J)oIitif(]^en $etten ^U mit butd^l^dten 
miiffen. 

aWttc^itttiell. 3f]^t l^abt gu. bent ©emdibe einen guten 
gatbentopf gemdl^U. 

JRegetttiit* ©eftel^t nut, 9na(^iat)ell: 3[n nteinet gangen 25 
©(^attietung, au§ bet x6) aHenfallS malen fdnnte, ifl fein 
3:on fo gelbbtautt, gallenfij^matg, tt)te 9llba§ @efi(^t§fatbe, 
unb ate bie 3fatbe,^uS bet et ntalt. Sebet ip bei il^nt 
glei(3^ ein ©ottesldjletet, ein SWajeftdtSfiJ^anbet; benn au§ 
biefem ^apitel fann man fte alle fogleid^ tdbetn, pfdl^Ien, 30 
Dietteilen unb betbtennen* — 2)a§ ®ute, toa^ x6) f)m ge« 
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tan l^ibc, ficl^t flemig in bet ti^xm toit m6)i^ au§, eben 
meil'g gut ift. — S)a l^dngt ct fid^ on jcben ^Kutmillcn, bet 
t)orbci ift, crinnert on jebe Untul^c, bie flcfttUt iji; unb c§ 
tt)irb bem ftonigc t)ot ben Slugen fo boll 2Kcutctci, Sliifrul^r 

5 unb SEoIlful^nl^cit, bofe er |i(3^ borftcHt, jtc frdfecn \xi) f)kx 
cinanber ouf, mnn cine fluc^tig boriibergel^enbe Ungegogen* 
l^eit eine^ ro^en S3olf§ bei un§ lange t)ergejfen tft* S)a 
faster einen n6)t l^etglid^n ^a$ ouf bie ormen Seute; jie 
fommen i^m abf(|euU(3^, jo tt)ie 3:iei:e unb Ungel^uer t)ot; 

lo et fiel^t \\i) m^ ^Jeuet unb ©domett um unb wftl^nt, fo 
bdnbige man SSienfc^en. 

ma^iatnU. ^i)x fd^eint mir gu l&eftig, ^f)x nel^mt bie 
©a(|e gu ]^D(^. S3IeiW 3f^r ni(^t 9legentin? 
SJegetttitt. S)aS fenn* id^. 6r ft)irb eine ^nfltuftion 

15 bringen. — ^i) bin in ©tootSgefd^dften alt genug getootben, 
um gu h)if{en, tt)ie man einen betbtdngt, ol^ne il^m feine 
S3e[taflung gu nel^men. 6rji t^irb er eine ^nftruftion brin* 
gen, bie tt)itb uttbeftimmt unb f(^ief^ fein; er tt)irb um fid^ 
greifen, benn et l^at bie ©emolt; unb menu id^ mid^ beflage, 

20 mirb er eine gel^eime ^nfttuftion botfd^iit^en; mnn xi) fie 
fe^eh tt)ifl, tt)itb et mid^ l^etumgiel^en ; menu id^ btauf be* 
ftel^e, tt)irb et mit ein ^a|)iet geigen, bag gong tt)a§ onbet^ 
entl^dlt; unb menu id^ mid^ bo nid^t betul^ige, got nid^t 
me^t tun, al§ menu id^ tebete. — 3nbe§ tt)itb et, toa^ x6) 

25 furd^te, geton unb, tooS id^ tt)iinfd^e, meit obmdtts gelenit 
l^oben* 
aWttdjltttiell* 3fd^ tooflf , id^ fonnf 6ud^ wibetfpted^en* 
Otegentin. SBa§ id^ mit unfdglid^et ©ebulb betuftigte, tt)itb 
et burd^ ^dtte unb ©toufamfeiten tt)iebet oufl^e^en; id^ 

30 metbe t)ot meinen 9lugen mein SBetf betloten fel^n unb iibet= 
bie§ nod^ feine ©c^ulb gu ttogen l^oben* 
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Wtatiliat>ttL @ttt)attcn'§ 6utc ^ol^cit. 

JRcgetititt. ©0 t)iel ©emalt f)aV id) iiber inid^, urn [tiflc 
gu fctn. Safe il^n fommcn; id) merbc il^m mit bcr beftcn 3lrt 
^laj^ mod^en, cl^ cr tnic^ berbrdngt. 

aWttc^ttttica. ©0 xa^d) bicfen toid^tigcn ©d^titt? 5 

JRcgctttiii. ©dimeter, al§ bu bentft. 2Bet ju l^errfd^cn ge» 
mol^nt i[t, tt)cr*§ j^crgcbraclt l^at/bafe jcben Stag bag ©d^icffal 
Don SEaufenben in fciner ^anb liegt, fteigt t)ont Sl^tonc mie 
tn§ ®rab. Slber bc[[ct fo, al§ cincm ©cfpcnftc Qkid) untcr 
ben Scbcnbcn bictben unb mit l^ol^Icm Slnfel^n cincn ^la^ 10 
be]^au|)ten gotten, ben il^m ein anberer abgeerbt f)at unb nun 
bepl^t unb geniefet. 



^Ifir(^en« 2Bo^nung. 



SJlfirc^en. SRutter. 



mttut. ©0 elne Siebe mie StadenbutgS l^ab' td^ nie 
gefel^en ; id) glaubte, fie fei nut in |)elbengefc^ic^ten. 

^(Stdieit (gel^t in bet ©tube auf unb af>, ein Sieb a^ifd^n ben Si))pen 
fummenb). 

®lMlid) aHein 15 

3 ft bie ©eele, bie liebt. 

jlRtttte?* 6r berntutet beinen Umgang.mit (Sgmont; unb 
id^ glaube, tuenn bu il^m ein menig fteunblid^ tdteft, toenn 
bu mollteft, er l^eiratete bic^ noc^* 
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^Iftrc^ett (jinflt). tJt^ui^^ott 

Unb Ictbt)olI, 
®ebanfcnt)ott fein;^ 
fiangcn* 
5 Unb bongctt 

3n fd^mebcnbcr ^tin ; 
^immell^Dd^ jaut^jcnb, 
3um Sobc bctriibt; 
&lMlx6) aHeitt 
lo Sft bic ©ccic, bte licit. 

WtHtt. Sofe bo§ |)ciopopeio.* 
marc^em ©(j^eltct mir'S ni(!^t; c§ ift ein Mftig Sicb. 
$ab' id^ bod^ fd^on manc^mal cin gto^cS kxvb bamit fd^lafcn* 
gemicgi 
15 aRitttcr* 3)u l^aft bod^ ntd^ts im Jlopfe als bctne Sicbe* 
SScrgdfecft bu nut nid^t allcS iibct ba^ cine* S)cn Sraden« 
burg fofltcft bu in gluten fatten, fag* id^ bit. @t fann bid^ 
nod^ cinmat gliidEIid^ madden. 
marc^em @r? 
20 SThttten D ia 1 c§ lontntt cine 3cit I — 3^t ilinbcr fcl^t 
nid^ts t)otau§ unb iiber^ord^t unfre gtfal^rungen* S)ie 3u« 
gcnb unb bic fd^5ne Siebe, oIIe§ ^at fein (Snbe; unb e§ 
fommt cine 3^it too man ©ott banit, tDcnn man irgcnbmo 
unterftied^en fann. • 

25 ^larc^ett (f(^Qubcrt, f(^tt)el8t unb fS^rt ouf). ^Kuttct, lafe bic 3^^* 

fommcn mie ben 3:ob. S)ran t)or5ubenIen iji fd^redEl^af t ! — 
Unb menu cr fommt ! SBenn mir miiffen — bann — wollen 
iDtt un§ gebdrben, mie ton fonnen — @gmbnt, id^ bid^ ent* 
bel^reni — (Sn xrancn.) Slein, e§ ift nid^t mftglid^, nid^t 
30 moglid^. 

Cgmoitt (tn ctnem Slcitcrmontel, ben $«t tnS ®efl(^t gcbrilctt). 
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^(ftrd^en (tut etnen @(^rei, fa^tt $urii(f.) SgntOttt ! (@ie tilt Quf i^n 
ju.) 6gmont ! " (®le umatmt m unb rw^t an i§m.) O bu ©Utct, 

fiiebcr, ©ufecr ! Jlommft bu? bift bu bo? 
5 ©gmottt* (Sutcn Slbenb, SWutter ! 

aWtttter* ®ott fltiife' 6ud^, cblcr $ctr ! 2Kcinc Stlcinc ift 
fa[t bcrgangen, bafe 3f]^r fo lang auSblcibt; fie ^at tDieber 
ben ganjcn Stag t)on 6ud^ flcrcbct unb gcfungen. 

©gmottt. 3>]^r gcbt mir bod^ cin Siad^tcjfcn? 
lo mniitt. 3ii bid ®nabc» SBenn tt)tr nur.etwaS l^dttcn. 

^tarc^eit* S^tcilid^! ©cib nur rul^tg, SWuttcr; ii) f)ait 
\6)on qHcS borauf cingcttd^tct, i^ ffait ettoa§ jubcrcttct 
aScrratct mx6) niii^t, 9Kuttcr^ 

^mtttttx. ©(|mal flcnug. 
15 ^Wrc^ett. SBartctnut! Unbbann benf xi): tt)cnn ct bei 
mir ift, ^aV \i) gat fcincn C>wngct; bo foQte er a\x6) fcincn 
gto^ctt Slppetit l^abcn, menu i6) bci il^m bin* 

©fiwottt* '2Kcin[tbu? 

^(Srcllen (ftampft mlt bem gufec unb fe^rt flc^ uttttrttttg urn). 

20 ^gmottt SBie ift bit? 

maw^tt. SBic feib 3^r ^cutc fo laltl 3^t ^obt mir nod^ 
fcinen ilufe angebotcn. SBarum l^abt 3f]^t bic 9lrme in ben 
SJiontel gemidEelt, tpie ein SBod^enfinb? 3i^n^t !einem ©ol« 
boten, no(i) Siebl^obet, bie Slrme eingetoidelt }u l^oben. 

25 ©gmoitt. Sugeitcn/ 2ieb(|en, gugeiten* SBenn bet ©olbot 

ouf bet Souet ftel^t unb bent S^einbe ctmaS obliften moc^te, 

t>a nimmt er fid^ iufommen, fapt fid^ felbft in feine 9lrme 

unb font feinen ^nfd^Iag reif • Unb ein Siebl^ober — 

mattx. SBoUt 3^r 6ud^ nid^t fefeen? 6§ (Sud^ nid^t 

30 bequem madden? 3fd^ mufe in bie Jlttc^e: JJIcltd^en benit an 
ni(^t§, tt)enn 3>]^r ba feib. ^^x miifet fiirlieb ne^men. 
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©gmottt. 6uct gutct SffiiKc ift bic bcfte SBiirgc. mutttc af>.) 

mftrdjeit* Unb maS tom bcnn mcine Sicbc? 

@0itiottt ©0 bid bu h)tflfi. 

^larc^ctt. Sctglcid^t jtc, lucnn 3f|t ba§ ^erj l^abt* 

@0inottt 3ut)5rbcrft alfo. m totrft ben aRantel ah utib Mt in 5 
einem <}ra(]^tiflcn ^leibc bo.)* 

^gntottt. 3iun l^ab' x6) bic 9ltme f rci. (er ^ctjt n^) 

mard^tt. Safet! 3f]^t t)crberbt 6u(j^. (@ie trut juriict) SBie 
J)rd(i^tig! S)a barf x6) &\i^ ni(3^t antiil^rcn. 

^gmottt Sift bu gufricbcn? ^i) t)ct[|)tod^ bit, cinmal lo 
fj)anif(j^ gu fommcn.^ 

mftri^ett* 3d^ bot (Sud^ jcitl^er niii^t tncl^r brum; id^ 
bad^te, 3]^r iDoUtct nic^t — 31^ unb bo§ golbnc SlieS! 

(Sqmnnt. ®a fiel^ft bu*§ nun. 

mUt^tn. S)a§ l^at bir bcr ^Qifcr umgcl^angt? is 

@0itioitt. 3fa, ^inb! unb ^cttc unb gcid^cn gcbcn bcin, 
ber fie trdgt, bic cbclften gteil^eiten. ^6) crfcnne auf 6rbcn 
feincn 3txi)kx iiber mcinc ^anblungcn, al§ ben ©ro^mciftcr 
bcS DrbenS mit bcm bcrfammclten ^a|)itcl bcr Slitter. 

^Wri^ctt. D, bu biirf teft bic ganjc 2BeIt fiber bid^ ri(j^tcn 20 
laffen. — 2)cr ©ammct ift gor gu l^crrlic^, unb bic ^a|fc» 
mentarbeit!' unb ba§ ©cflidEte! — 9Han mx^ nid^t, too man 
anfangen foil. 

egwottt. ©icl^ bid^ nur fatt. 

marc^en. Unb ba§ golbnc SSlicS! ^f)x crgftl^ltct mtr bie 25 
(Sefd^id^tc unb fagtet: c§ fei cin 3eid^cn aHeS ®ro$cn unb 
^oftbaren, ma^ man mit SMiil^' unb 8^lci$* bcrbient unb cr= 
mirbt. 6§ ift fe^r loftbar — 3d^ !ann'§ beiner Siebe ber= 
gleid^cn. — ^(S) trage fie cbenfo am ^aim — unb ]^cr» 
nac^ — . 30 
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©gmottt SBaS iDiflft bu fagen? 

m&t^tn. ^etnad) bcrglctd^t [t(|'§ aud^ toicbcr nh^^t. 

@gwottt SBic fo? 

marc^ctt. 3f(]^ l^abc ftc nid^t tnit SKul^' unb ^Icife etmor* 
5 ben, nid^t bcrbicnt. 

©gwoitt. 3tt bcr Sicbc iji c§ anbcrS. ®u t)crbicn[t ftc, 
tDcil bu bid^ nid^t barum bcmirbft — unb bic Scute etl^altcn 
fie aud& nteift aQcin, bic nidf)t bornod^ jcigcn* 

^tarc^en. ^a[t bu ba§ Don bit abgcnommcn? |)a[t bu 
lo biefc ftolgc 9lnmcriung ilbct bid^ fclbft gcmad^t? bu, ben ofleS 
aJoH liebt? 

©gwotit. ^(itf x6) nut etmoS fttr fie^ getan! Ifinnf td^ 
etmaS fttr ftc tun! g§ i[t il^t gutet SBiQc, ntid^ gu lieben. 

mikt^tn. S)u toax\t gemife l^cute bet bet 9legentin? 
15 @gwottt» 3d^ toax bei il^r. 

marc^ett. Sift bu gut mit t^t? 

C^gwottt. 6§ ficl^t einmal.fo an^. SBtt jtnb etnanbet 
ftcunblid^ unb bienftlid^. 

miix^tn. Unb im ^n^m? 
20 ©gwoitt. 2BiII id^ i^t tool^L- 3ebeS ^at feine eignen 9lb* 
fid^ten. ®a§ tut nid^tg gut ©ad^e. @ie ift cine ttefflid^e 
tJtau, fcnnt tl^te Scute unb fcil^c ticf genug, mnn fie au(^ 
ntd^t atgtt)6]^ni|d^ mclte. ^S) mad^e il^t t)iel gu fd^affen, mil 
fie l^intct mcinem Setrogen immer ©cl^eimniffc fud^t unb x6) 
25 feine i)aU. 

marc^ett. ©0 got Icine? 

©gwottt. 61^ nun! einen fleincn ^intcrl^alt. 3cbet SBcin 

fe^t SBcinftein in ben tJciflctn an mit bet 3^it. Dtanien ift 

bod^ nod^ cine beffcte Untct^altung fiir fie unb cine immer 

30 neue 9lufgabe» 6r l^at fid^ in ben ^rebit gefc^t, ba^ et 

immer ctmag ©cl^cimcS borl^abc; unb nun fiel^t fie immer 
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na^ fcincr @titnc/tt)a§ cr luol^I bcnfcn, auf fcinc ©d^tittc, 
tDD^in tx pc iDol^l tid^tcn m'6S)U. 

mari^tt. gScrfteflt fie fid^? 

egwottt aiegentin, unb bu frogft? 

msrc^ctu gSergctl^t, id^ moHtc fragcn: iji fte falf(3^? 5 

egwottt. 3lxi)t mtf)x unb nid^t mcniget al§ jeber, bcr 
fcinc 2lbfi(^tcn crreid^en iDiII. 

^Iftrd^cit. 3i<3& ^ottntc mxi) in bic 2BeIt nid^t finben.^ ©ic 
f)at abet oud^ cincn mdnnlid^en (Seift, fie ift cin anbcr SDBeib 
aU XDxx Slal^tctinncn unb S5d^inncn. ©ic ift gto^, l^ctgl^aft, 10 
cntfd^lolfcn. 

egwoitt. 3a, iDcnn'S nid^t gar gu bunt gcl^t* 3)ic§mal 
ift fie bod^ cin menig au§ bet 3^ajfung. 

mUxditn. SBic fo? 

@0ittont ©ic f)ai ani) cin Sftrtd^cn auf bet Dbcrn|)J)e 15 
unb mand^mal cincn SlnfaH Don ^obagta. ©inc rcd^te 
9lmagone! 

msrc^etu Sine maicftfttifd^e 3=rau! 3d^ fd^eute mid^, t)ot 
fie gu trcten. 

@gwottt» S)u bift bod^ f onft nid^t gagl^aft — 6§ mate aud^ 20 
nid^t tSvixi)t, nut jungftduUd^c ©c^am. 

^(ftrd^eit (fc^Iiigt bie 9(ugen nieber, nimntt feine ^anb unb lel^nt fld^ an i^n), 

©gwoitt. 3d^ t)ctftcl^c bid^! licbcS SKdbd^en! bu batfft bic 
Slugcn auf fd^lagcn* (®r m^t i^re stugcno 

^(Std^eti* Sap mid^ fd^meigen! Safe ntid^ bid^ l^altcn. 
Safe ntid^ bit in bic Slugcn f cl^cn, allc§ btin finben, Sttoft unb 25 

|)Offnung unb t?tCUbC unb SummCt. (Ste umarmt t^n unbTte^t 

m an.) ©ag' mit! ©age! id^ bcgtcifc nid^t! bift bu ggmont? 
bet ®taf (Sgmont? bet gtofee @gmont, bet fo t)icl Sluffc^n 
mac^t, t)on bem in ben 3^itungen, ftel^t, an beni bic 5pto=: 
t)injcn l^dngcn? 30 
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(Sgntoitt* !Retn, jil(it(^en, ba§ bin x6) nid^t. 
^gtitottt ©icl^ft bu, ^ldt(i^cn! — Safe mid^ ftfecn! — 

(@r fe^t {ic^, fie !niet t)or il§n auf einen @(^eme(, (egt il^ie 9lrme auf feinen ®d^o% 

un\>mtman.) 3fcncr ©gtnont^ i[t tin berbriefelid^er, ftcifcr, 

5 falter ©fltnont, bcr an fi^ l^alten, balb btcfcS, balb jcneS ®c= 

\\i)t mad^n mufe; 9e|)Iagt, bertannt, t)cttt)idEclt ift, toenn il^n 

bie Seute filt ftol^ unb fr5]^lid^ l^altcn; geliebt Don cincm 

SSoIfe, baS nid^t tucife, nniS c§ mill; gccl^rt unb in bic ^ol^c 

getragcn bon eincr 2Kcnge, mit ber ntd^ts angufangcn i[t; 

lo umgebcn Don fjtcunbcn, bcncn ct fid^ nic^t iibcrlajfcn barf ; 

bcobad^tct Don SJlcnfd^cn, bic il^m auf allc 2Bcifc bcifommcn^ 

mdd^tcn; atbcitcnb unb fid^ bcmul^cnb, oft ol^ne 3tt)cdE, mcift 

ol^nc So^n — o lafe mid^ fc^mcigcn, tt)ie eS bcm crgcl^t, toic c§ 

bcm }u SWutc ijt. 3lbct bicfcr, iJIdtd^cn, bcr ift rul^ig, offcn, 

15 gIildElid&, gelicbt unb gclannt t)on bcm bcftcn $^txi^n, ba§ aud^ 

er gans fennt unb mit bottcr Siebc unb Sutrauen an ba§ 

feine briidEt. m umormt po 2)a§ ift bei n @gmont !* 

I?t8rc^ctt. ©0 lafe mid^ ftcrben! S)ie SBelt l^at fcinc 
3=reuben auf* biefc! 
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©trafie- 
Setter. 3lmmermciftet. 

Setter, ^tl W ^(, ^a^iax, ein SBort! 

3immenneifter. ®tf) beine§ ^fab§ unb fei rul^ig. 

^ttttt. 3lm ein SBort. 5Rid^t§ 5Reuc§? 

Biwwcrmeiftet. 5Ri(]^t§, al§ ba| ung t)on 9lcucm^ ju reben 
t)crbotcn iji. 5 

Setter. SSStc? 

Bimwennetfter. Sttctet l^tct an§ ^ai!§ on. ^iitet @ud^! 
S)er C^^tjog Don Sllba l^at glcid^ bei fciner Slnlunf t cincn Sc^ 
fcfti au^gel^en lajfcn, babutii^ jmci obcr btci, bie auf bet 
©trafte gufammen fj)re(3^en, be§ ©oc^t)errat3 ol^ne Untet* lo 
fud^unfl fd^ulbig erflfitt finb. 

^ttttt. D me^! 

Btmmemeifter. Set ett)iget ©efangcnfd^aft ift betboten, 
bon ©taat§fa(i^en gu reben. 

Setter. D unfre t?re%it! 15 

Bimmermeifter. Unb bei 3:obe§firafe foU niemanb bie 
^anblungen bet Slegierung mipifligen. 

Setter. D unfre Stbp\tl 

3tmwennelfter. Unb ntit gtofeem SSerfpteti^en toerben 
iBater, SWiitter, Jlinbet,^ SSetmanbte, tJreunbe, 2)ien[tboten 20 
eingeloben, maS in bem ^nnetften be§ |)aufe5 t)orge!^t, bei 
bent befonberS niebetgefe^ten ©eric^te ju offenboren. 
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better, ©e^en toxx naij ^aufe, 
3immcrmciflcr. Unb ben golgfamen ift t)erfpto(|en, bafe 
fie tt)eber on Seibe, noc^ gl^re, nod^ aSermogen einige 
^rdnlung erbulben foflen. 
5 Setter. 2Bte gndbtg! SBar mir*§ bo(i^ gleici^ tt)e^, iDte 
ber ^txiOQ in bie ©tabt !am. ©eit ber 3^it ift mir'S, aU 
tDdtc ber ^immel mit einem fd^toarjen ^lor iibet^jogen uitb 
l^inge f o tief l^erunter, ba^ man fi(| btiden tniiffe, urn ni(|t 
bran gu ftofeen, 
lo 3immer«ieiftcr. Unb iDie l^oben bir feine ©olbaten ge* 
faflen? @elt! bo^ ift eine onbre 2lrt t)on ^rebfen/ ol^ wir 
fie fonft gemo^nt tt)aren. 

Setter, ^fui! 6^ fd^niirt einem ba§ ^erj ein, menn man 

f einen ^a\x\^n bie ©affen l^inab marfd^ieren fiel^t Serjen» 

15 gerab, mit unt)ertt)anbtem aSIidE, ein 3:ritt, fo biel i^rer finb. 

Unb tt)enn fie aiif ber ©d^ilbmad^e ftel^en unb bu gel^ft an 

einem Dorbei, iff §, aU Mnn er bid^ burd^ unb burd^ fel^en 

tt)oflte, unb fie^t fo fteif unb miirrif(^ au§, baR bu auf alien 

6dEen einen 3ud^tn^#^i^ i^ U¥^ glaubft. ©ie tun mir gar 

20 nid^t tt)oi)L Unfre 9Kilig tear bod^ nod^ ein Juftig SSoIf; fie 

nal^men fid^ m^ l^erau^, ftanben mitau^gegrdtfd^ten^ 35einen 

ba, l^atten ben C)ut iiberm Dl^r, lebten unb liefeen leben; biefe 

^erle aber finb tt)ie aWafd^inen, in benen ein 3:eufel fi^h 

Simmcrmeiftcr. SQBenn fo einer tuft: „^aW unb an= 

25 fd^Idgt, meinft bu, nian ^ielte? 

^tittx. S^ ttJiire gleid^ be§ 3:obe§. 
Smmttmtifttt* @t^n tt)ir nad^ ^aufe. 
Setter. 6^ tt)irb nid^t gut. ?ffbieu. 

@ocft(trtttba5U). 

@peft. S^reunbe! ©enoffen! 
30 aimmcrmeiftcr. ©till! Safet un§ gel^en! 
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epefr SBifetl^t? 

Setter* 3lnt jut)ten 

epeft. S)ie aiegenttn ift mq. 

Setter* 9?un gnab' un§ ©otti 

Simmetittciftcr* ®te l^telt un§ nod^* 5 

@pcfL 5luf einmal unb in bet ©ttfle. ©ie lonnte jtc^ 
tntt bent ^etjog ntd^t Derttagen; fie lie^ bent 9lbel ntetben, fie 
tontme tt)ieber. 5Rientanb glaubf §. » 

Simmcrniciften @ott t)erjei]^'§ bent Slbel, bafe er un§ biefe 
neue ©eifeel iibet ben C)<il^ gelajfen l^at. ©ie l^fttten e§ ab= lo 
toenben fonnen* Unfre ^rit)ilegien finb l^in. 

Setter* Unt ®otte§ iDtHen ni(^t§ bon ^rit)ilegien ! ^^ 
toxiixt ten ©erud^ Don einent Sj^etutionSmorgen; bie ©onne 
tt)ill nid^t J^ert)or, bie 9lebe( ftinfen* 

@peft* Dronien ift aud^ tt)eg* is 

3lmmermetftcr* ©o finb tt)ir benn gang Derlaffen I* 

@peft* @raf Sgmont ift nod^ ba* 

Setter. ®ott fei 2)anf ! ©tftrlen tl^n oHe C^^iHs^"/ t)a^ 
et fein Sefteg tut; bet ift oHein tt)a§ t)etntfigenb. 

«attfctt (tritt ouf.) 

»ctifem 8^inb' id^ enblid^ ein paair bie nod^ nid^t unter* 20 
gefaod^en finb? 

Setter. Slut utt§ ben ©efaHen unb gel^t filrba^.^ 
. »a«feit. 3^r feib nid^t l^aflid^. 

3immemieifter. 6§ ift got leine Stxt gu ilont|)Iimenten. 
3udt gud^ bet Sudel tt)iebet?' ©eib 3^t fd^on burd^« ^s 
ge^eilt? 

»a«feit. Sftagt einen ©olbaten nad^ feinen SQBunbenl 
SBenn id^ auf ©d^Iftge tt)o§ gegeben l^dtte, to&xt fein' Sage* 
nid^tg Qu^ mir getoorben. 

Setter. S^ fann ernftlid^et toetben. 30 
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»aiifciu 3^t f|)flrt t)on bent ©ciDtttcr, ba§ auf jleiflt, einc 
erbftrtnltd^c 9RatttflIett in ben ©liebcrn, fd^einf §♦ 

3lmmenticiflcr. S)einc ©liebct toerbcn |t(i^ balb too anbcrS* 

einc 5IMotton ma^m, luenn bu nt(|t tul^jl. 

5 »aitfeiu SltmfeUgc SKftufc, bic flleid^ bergtocifcln, tocnn 

. bet ^anSffttx tint neue Ra^t anf(3^fft I 5Rut ein U^^m 

anbetd; aim toir tteiben unfer SBefen t)or toiejtad^,^ feib nut 

Simmtm^^. 2)u btfi ein Detmegenet Saugenid^t§. 
lo 9aitfem ©ebatter Sto|)f I* Cafe bu ben |)etjofl nut fle« 
tocil^ren. ®et alte iJater fiel^t ou3, ate mnn et Seufel ftatt 
9M(lufe fleftejfen l^otte unb Ifinnte fie nun nid^t t)erbauen. 
Cafet il^n nut etft; et ntufe ani) effen, txinlen, fd^Iafen toie 
anbete aWenfd^en. ©5 iji ntit nid^t bange, ttjenn toit unfetc 
IS 3^it ted^t ncl^men. 3m Slnfonge gel^t'S tofd^; nod^^et tt)irb 
et oud^ finben, bafe in bet ©peifefommet untet ben Qptd* 
feiten beffet leben ift unb besf 9?ad^t§ ju tul^en, aU auf bent 
gtud^tboben eingelne SHSuSdjien ju etiiften. (Sel^t nut, id^ 
!enne bie ©tattl^oltet. 
2o 3immentteifter. SBoS fo clnem 5Wenfd^en alle§ butd^gel^t ! 
SBenn id^ in nteinem Seben fo etttKiS flefogt l^fttte, l^ielt' id^ 
mx(S) leine SWinutc filt fidget. 

Sonfeiu ©cib nut tu^ig. ®ott int ^tmnlel etfftl^tt 
ntd^ts t)on eud^ SBfltmetn, gefd^weige bet 3legent. 
25 Setter fiaftetmaul 1 

»aitfcm 34 ttjeife anbete, benen e§ beffet Mxt, pe l^ftttcn 
ftatt i^teS ^elbenmutS eine ©d^neibetabet im Seibc. 
3iw«e?meifJcr» SBaS tooKt 3^t bamit fagen? 
^aitfen* |)m ! ben ®tafen mein' ic^. 
30 Setter, egmont I SBaS foD bet fiird^ten? 

»aiifcit. 34 Wn ein atmet Steufel unb Knnte ein gangeS 
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^af)x leben Don bcm, tt)a§ cr in ctncm 3lbcttbc Derliett* 
Unb bo(| fonnt' er mtr fetn ©inlommen cine§ ganjcn Sal^reS 
gebcn, tocnn cr tnettten SJo|)f auf cine SJicrtelftunbc l^otte, 

^ttttv. 2)u bcnfft btd^ tt)a§ aicd^te. 6gmont§ C><^^i^^ 
ftnb gefd^citcr aU bcin C)itn. 5 

Sonfcit. 9leb't3]^rl* Slbcr nid^t fcincr. ®ic C)erren be« 
ttilgen ftd^ om erften. 6r foHtc ni(|t traucn. 

Setter SBa§ cr \d)M^t ! ©o cin C>crr ! 

»aiifem 6bcn tt)cil er !ein ©d^nciber ift. 

Setter^ UnflciDafti^cn SWauI ! lo 

Ban\tn. S)em iDoHf id^ Sure ©ourogc* nur cine ©tunbe 
in bic ©licbcr toiinfd^en, bafe fic if)m bo Unrul^' madjte unb 
il^n fo langc ncifte unb iudte, bi§ cr ou§ bcr ©tabt miifrfe. 

Setter* 3]^r rebel red^t unDcrftanbig ; er ift fo fid^er tt)ic 
bcr ©tern am ^immcL 15 

»aitfcii* ^aft bu nic cinen p(^ fd^ncujen* gefel^n? 2Bcg 
toax er ! 

3immermeiftet. 2Ber toifl il^m benn tt)a§ tun ? 

»aiifeit. SBcr toifi? aOBillft bu'S ettoa l^tnbcrn? SBillft 
bu cinen Slufrul^r erregen, tocnn fte i^n g^angen ne^men? 2c 

Setter. 21^ ! 

»aiifeii. aSoHt il^r cure 9lippcn filr il^n toogen ? 

©pcft e^! 

»otifeit (pc nad^affcnb). 3tl^ ! D^ ! Ul^! S5crtt)unbert eud^ 
bur(^§ ganje mpf^aUt ©0 ift^S unb bleibt'^! (Sott be« 25 
toal^rc il^n ! 

Setter. 3td^ crfd^rcdEc iiber Sure Unt)crf(|(imt]^eit. ©0 cin 
ebler, re(|tfd^affencr 9Mann f oHtc toa^ gu bef urd^ten l^abcn ? 

»atifeit. ®er ©(|elm fi^t flbcrdtt im aSorteil. 2tuf bem 
3lrmenfilnbcrftii]^I(^cn l^at cr ben 9lid^ter jum 9larren; auf 3c 
bent 3lid^tcrftuI)I mad^t er ben ^nquifiten* mtt 2uft jum 35er= 
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bred^ct. ^S) ^abt fo ein ^rotofoH abjufc^retben flel^abt, tt)o 
ber flommij|oriu§ \^mx Sob unb @elb t)om ^ofc crl^ielt, 
iDeil ct cittctt cl^tlid^cn 2:eufel, on ben mou iDoHte,^ jum 
©d^clmcn^ Derl^Srt l^atte, 

5 3immcrmciftci:, S)a§ ift tDtebcr frifd^* gelogett* SBq§ 

tDoKen fie benn f)txan^ lon^bxm, mnn einet unfd^ulbig ift ? 

f$an\tn. D Spa^enfopf ! SGBo ttid^tg fjtxan^ gu Derljoren 

ift, ba t)er]^ort man ^inein. gl^tlid^Ieit tnaci^t unbefonnen, 

a\x^ tDol^I tro^ift* S)a ftagt man erft faci^te mq, unb ber 

lo ©efangne ift ftolj auf feine Unfci^ulb, tt)ie fie'g l^ei^en, unb 
fagt alle§ flcrabeju, maS ein SJerftdnbiget derbdrge* 2)ann 
mad^t ber ^nquifitor qu§ ben 5lntir)orten tt)ieber gragen unb 
pofet ja Quf, IDO irgenb ein 2Biberfprii(^eI(|en erf^einen tt)ill; 
ba fniipft er feinen ©trid an; unb Id^t fi(j^ ber bumme 

15 Seufel betreten, bafe er l^ier etmaS gu t)\d, bort etmaS ju n)enig 
gefagt, ober ttjo^l gar au§ @ott ttjei^ toa^ filr einer ©rifle 
einen Umftanb t)erf(|tt)iegen l^at, aud^ tt)o^I irgenb an einem 
@nbe fi(| l^at fc^redEen laffen : bann finb tt)ir* auf bent red^ten 
SQBeg I Unb id^ berfid^re eud^, ntit me^r ©orgfalt fud^en bie 

20 Settetoeiber nid^t bie Sumpen auS bent 5?e]^rid^t, ate fo ein 
©d^elmenfabrilant au§ fleinen, fd^iefen, berfd^obenen, ber^ 
riidften, berbriidten, gefd^Iojfenen, befannten, geleugneten 5ln= 
jeigen unb Untftdnben fid^ enblic^ einen ftrol^lumpenen SSogeU 
fd^eu*^ jufammenHlnftelt, um tt)enigften§ feinen 3fnquiftten in 

25 effigie l^dngen gu fonnen. Unb @ott mag ber arme 2:eufel 
banlen, toenn er fid^ nod^ fann Ijdngen feinen/ 
^ttttt. ®er l^at eine geldufige Sunge. 
Bimmemielffer. 9Kit ^li^S^n mag ba§ angel^en. ®ie 
aSefpen lad^en eure§ ©efpinfteS. 

30 gjatifeit* 9lad^bem bie ©pinnen finb.^ ©el^t, ber lange 
^erjog l^at eud^ fo ein rein Stnfel^n Don einer Sreu^fpinne ; 
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ni(|t einer bidfbaud^tgcn, bie ftnb iDcniget fci^Iimm, abet fo 
cincr longfiifeiflcn, fd^molleibigen, bie t)om Sra^c nic^t fcift 
tt)lrb uttb tcci^t bunnc S^dbcn giel^t, abcr bcfto gol^erc, 

Setter* ggtnottt ift aittter be§ golbnen 3SIiefe§; tper barf 
C)anb an il^n legett? 9lur Don femcSgleici^n fann er gerid^tet 5 
tDerben, nur t)om gefamten Drben. S)ein lofeS 9MauI, bein 
b6fe§ ©emijlen DerfiH^ten btd^ ju foI(|em ©efd^tDft^* 

»oitfeit» mU 16) il^m batum fibel? 9Ktt !ann'§ te(]^t fein. 
6§ tji ein ttefflid^er $)err. @tn paax nteitter guten greunbe, 
bie anbetmartg fd^on to'dxtn gel^angen^ tDorben, l^at et tnit 10 
einent SudEel t)oD ©d^ISge Derabfd^iebet. 9lutt gel^t ! ©el^t ! 
3d^ xaV eg eu(^ felbft. S)ort fe^ xi) toieber eine aiunbe an« 
treten ; bie fel^en nic^t an^, aU tt)enn fie f balb Srflberfci^af t 
tnit un§ ttinfen tofirben. SBit tt)oIIen'§ abiDarten unb nur 
fad^te gufel^en, ^if l^ab'etn paax 3lx6)kn unb einen @e= 15 
matter ©(^enftt)irt; mnn fie bon benen gefoftet l^aben unb 
toerben bann nid^t ja^m, fo finb fte au^gepid^te^ SBoIfe* 



2)er (Sulcnburgifd^c ^olofl. Bol^nung bc8 ^crgogs toon 2llbo. 
©II to a unb ®omca (bcflcflitcn clnanber). 

@ift>a* C>^ft bu bie Sefel^Ie be§ ^erjogg auSgerid^tet ? 

©owej. ^Unltlic^. Me tftglid^e' 9lunben finb beorbert, 
gur beftimmten geit an Derfd^iebenen ^la^en einjutreffen, bie 20 
id^ i^nen bejeid^net l^abe; pe gel^en inbeS, toxt gett)5]^nlid^, 
burd^ bie ©tabt, um Orbnung gu erl^alten. ifeiner mi^ t)on 
bent anbem, jeber glaubt, bet Sefel^I gel^e tl^n allein an, unb 
in einent 9lugenblid !ann alsbann ber ©orbon gejogen unb 
afle 3ugange junt ^alaft !5nnen befe^t fein* SBeifet bu bie 25 
Urfad^e biefeg Sefe^ls? 
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Sil^a. ^d) bin getool^nt, blinbling^ gu (jel^orci^ett. Unb 
tt)cm ge^ord^t fid^'S Icid^ter, al§ bent ^txio^t? ba bolb ber 
3lu§9anfl htmx\i, bafe er tec^t bef ol^Ien l^at. 
@omes. @ut 1 ®ut ! siud^ f d^int e^ mir !ein SQSunber, 

5 bo^ bn fo Dcrfd^Ioffen unb cmftlbig totrft iDte er, bo bu immct 
um il^n fein mufet* 9Kit f ommt c^ ftcmb Dot, bo x^ ben 
letd^tetctt ttoItentfd)en ®ienft gemol^nt bin. Sin Stteuc unb 
©eJ^orfom bin id^ bcr 2llte;^ obet id^ l^obe mir bo§ ©d^mcl^en 
unb aidfonieren ongetool^nt, 3^r fc^meigt oDc unb lofet es 

lo cud^ nie tool^l fein^ S)er C^^^^i^fl gl^id^t mir cinem el^rnen 
2:urm ol^nc ^f orte, iDogu bic Sefo^ung gliigel ptte. 9?eu= 
lid^ l^orf i^ i\)n bei Sofel Don einem frol^en freunblid^en 
3Kenfd^en^ fogen: er fei mie eine fd^Ie^te ©d^enfe mit einem 
ouSgeftedten Sronntmeingeid^en, um 5Diiipiggdngcr, Settler 

IS unb 2)iebe l^erein gu lodten. 

6lba. Unb l^ot er un§ nid^t fd^locigenb l^ierl^er gefill^rt? 

©oweji. ©ogegen ift nid^tg gu fogen. ©etoife ! SBer 

3euge feiner fllugl^it toax, tt)ie er bie Slrmec ou5 ^tolien 

l^ierl^er brod^te, ber l^ot ettt)o§ gefe^en. SBie er fid^ burd^ 

2o greiinb unb S^einb, burd^ bie gronjofen, S5niglid^en unb 
Se^er^'^burc^ bie ©d^meiger unb SSerbunbnen gleid^fom* burd^* 
fd^miegte, bie ftrengfte aWonnSgud^t ^ielt unb einen 3ug, ben 
mon fo gefdl^rlid^ od^tete, leid^t unb ol^ne 9Infto^ gu leiten 
tt)upte ! — SBir l^oben tt)o§ gefel^en, loo^ lernen f5nnen* 

25 eiitia. 9lud^ l^ier ! 3ft nid^t aM ftitt unb ru^ig, oI§ 
tt)enn fein Sluf ftonb geioefen more ? 

@ome$* SRutt, e§ mor oud^ fd^on meift ftill, oI§ mir 
l^erfomen^ 
©iftrn^ 3n ben ^roDingen ift e§ oiel rul^iger gemorben; 

30 unb menn fid^ nod^ einer bemegt, fo ift e§, um gu entfliel^en. 
9lber oud^ biefem mirb er bie SBege bolb Derfperren, benf id^. 
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@omes* 5Run toirb cr crft bic ©unjl bciJ iJSnigS flc= 
tDinnen. 

<5in>a» Uttb utt§ bleibt tti^ts ongelcgcncr, ate utt§ bic 
fcinigc ju ctl^altcn. SSScnn bet ^6nig l^iel^ct lommt, bicibt 
gemi^ bcr C>€rgo8 unb jebct, ben er cm|)fic]^It, nld^t unbc* s 
lo^nt. 

®omes* ©laubft bu, bafe bet SJfinig !ommt? 

®Ui»a» @S tDerben f o t)tele ^nftaltett gemad^t, bag e§ pd^ft 
ma^rfd^cmlici^ ift. 

®ome$* 9Mtd^ fibctrcbcn ftc nid^t* lo 

SUtia. ©0 rebc iDcnigftcn^ nic^t babon. ©cnn toenn be§ 
ff 6nig§ Slbfid^t ja nic^t fein follte, gu lommen, fo ift fic'§ bod^ 
mcnigftcnS getoip, bag man c§ glauben foil, 

gfcrbiitonb* (9ltba8 natftrttt^cr ©o^n). 

gferbinanb* 3jl mcitt SSater nod^ ntd^t l^crau§? 

&l\»a. SBir marten auf il^n* 15 

gferbliiatib* 2)ie Sfiitften merben balb l^ier fcitt. 

&imti. ifommen fie l^eute? 

gfcrbinattb* Otanien unb @gmont. 

@omea (icifc 8u mr>a), 3d^ begi-eife ctnm^, 

eiltm. ©0 be^alt e§ fUr bid^. 20 

^ecaog bon 9l(ba. 
(%8ie er l^ereitts unb ^rborttitt, tteten Me anbetit sttrlUt) 

9((ba« @ome}! 

®omea (trt" »9^)- ^err! 

«(bii* S)u ^ajl bie SBac^n Detteilt unb beotbctt? 

®ome$* 9luf§ genauefte. ®ie tftglid^en 9lunben — 

%lha. ®enug. S)u marteji in bet ©aletie. ©ilt)a tt)irb 25 
bit ben SlugenblidE fagen, menn bu fie gufammengiel^en, bie 
3ugdnge nad^ bem ^alaft befe^en follft. S)a§ ubrige meigt bu. 

®omea. 3^/ d^tr! iab,) 
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mha. ©ilDa! 

©Utio. ^ier bin \^. 

««ia. 5lfle§, mag i(^ t)OTt jel^er an bit gefd^il^t l^abe, SKut, 
Sntfd^bficnl^eit, unaufl^altfameS 5lu§fu]^reu, ba§ seigc l^eut. 
5 Siltm. 3<3^ banle gud^, ba^ ^l^r mir ©elcgenl^eit Qtbt, gu 
gcigen, bafe id^ ber 5llte bin. 

5CHiii. ©obalb bie t?tttftcn bei mir eingetrcten ftnb, bann 
cilc gleid^, (ggmontg ©e^eimfd^reiber gcfangen ju nel^men. 
®u l^aji aUc Slnftaltcn gemad^t, bie abrigen, meld^e bcjeic^nct 
10 ftnb, ju fallen?* 

©Utm* aSetttau' auf un§* ^^x ©d^idEfal mirb fie, mie 
eine mol^Ibered^nete iSonnenfinfternt^, piintttid^ unb fd^tedlid^ 
treffen. 

%iha. ^aft bn fie genau beobad^ten laffen? 
IS. ^iitta. Me; ben (Sgmont Dor anbern. 6r ift ber einjige, 
ber, feit bu ^ter bift, fein Setragen nid^t gciinbert f)ai. ®en 
ganjen Sag bon einem ^ferb auf§ anberc, labet ©dfte, ift 
immer luftig unb unterl^altenb bei Safel, iDtirfelt, fd^iefet unb 
fd^leid^t nad^t§ junt Siebd^en. S)ie anbern l^abcn bagegen 
20 eine merflid^e ^aUjfe in il^rer £eben§art gemad^t; fie bleiben 
bei ftd^; Dor il^rer 3:iire fie^fg au§,al§ menu ein iJranfer im 
^aufe mdre. 

mha. ®rum rafd^! el^ fie un§ toiber SBillen genefen. 

Siltm. 3td^ ftefle fie.^ ?luf beinen Sefel^I iiberl^dufen loir 
25 fie mit bienftfertigen (Sbten. ^I^nen graut'g; politifd^'^ geben 
fie un§ einen angftlid^en ^anf> fiil^Ien, ba§ 9latUd^fte fei, ju 
entfliel^en. Seiner magt einen ©d^ritt, fie gaubern, Wnnen 
fid^ nid^t Dereinigen; unb eingeln ettt)a§ Stil^ne^ ju tun, l^cilt 
fie ber ©enreingeift ai. ©ie mod^ten gem fid^ jebem 35er= 
30 bac^t entgiel^en unb madden fid^ immer oerbftd^tiger. ©d^on 
fel^' id^ mit Sreuben beinen gangen Slnfd^lag au^gefiil^rt. 
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%Vba. ^i) fteue mxi) nut iiber ba§ ©efci^l^cnc, unb anif 
fiber ba§ nic^t let(|t; benn e§ bleibt jiet§ no(^ ubrig, tt)a§ un§ 
ju bcnfen unb ju forgcu gibt, ®a§ ©Ificf ift cigenfinnig, oft 
ba§ ©emctne, ba§ 9li(|t§mfitbigc ju abcin unb tDol^Iuberlcgtc 
%akn mit etnem gemeinen 9lu§gang ju cntcl^rcn, SScrtoeilc, 5 
bi§ bie ^urften fommcn, bann gib ©omej bic Orbrc, btc 
•©tto^en 5U befe^cn, unb etie felbft, ©gmontg ©(^reibet unb 
bic ubrigen gefangen p nel^men, bie bit bejeid^net finb. Sfft 
eg getan, fo fomm l^ier^et unb melb' e§ meinem ©ol^ne, ba^ 
et mir in ben 9lQt bie "^a^xxift btinge* 10 

Siltio, 3(^ l^offe biefen 9lbenb Dor bir ftel^n ju bfirfen* 

SKbtt (flcl^t na($ fclncm ©ol^nc, ber blSfier In bet ®atcrlc gcftanbcn). 

©tttoo* 3(i^ traue mir e§ ni(|t ju fagen; aber meine ^off» 
nung fci^raanft, ^6) \nx6)k, e§ tt)irb nic^t loerben, tt)ie er 
benlt. 3^ ^^¥ ©lifter bor mir, bie fiiH unb finnenb ouf 
fd^toarjen ©d^alen bo§ ©efc^icf ber gfurfien unb bieler 15 
Staufenbe mSgen. Sangfam toanit bag S^Sl^i" <^uf unb 
ob; tief fd^inen bie 3tx6)kx ju ftnnen; gule^t fin!t biefe 
©(|ale, fteigt jene, angel^aud^t t)om Sigenfinn beg ©(|i(ffalg, 
unb entf(|ieben ift'g. m-) 

9(Ba (mtt Sfctblnanb l^ertjorttctcttb). SSie fuubft bu bie ©tobt? 20 

gferMitatib. ©g f)at ft(| alleg gegeben. 3(^ ritt, olg loie 
jum S^it^c^tt^i^' ©trafe' auf, ©trap' ab. @ure lool^lber* 
teilten SBad^en l^alten bie tJurd^t fo angefpannt, bafe fie fi(| 
nid^t gu lifpeln unterftel^t* 2)ie ©tabt fiel^t einem gfelbe 
il^nlid^, loenn bag ©emitter Don meitem leui^tet; man erblidEt 25 
feinen SSogel, !ein 3:ier, alg bag eilenb nad^ einem ©d^u^orte 

mu. Sft bir nid^tg meiter begegnet? 
gferbiitttttb* ggmont fam mit einigen auf ben 9Marft ge* 
ritten; mir grfifeten ung; er l^atte ein rol^eg $ferb, bag id^ 30 
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il^m loben tnu^tc* „2apt un§ eilcn, ^fetbc gujureiten; tt)tr 
tDcrbcn fie balb braud^en !" tief er mir cntgegen. 6r toerbe 
tnid^ Ttod^ l^eute tDteberfel^n, fagte er, unb tomme ouf 6uer 
SSerlangen, tnit Sud^ gu tatfd^Iagen* 
5 ?lWia» 6r iDirb bid^ tDteberfel&n. 

gferbittatt^. Unter alien 9littern, bie \6) f)kx lenne, gefallt 
er mir om beften, 6§ fci^eiitt, ton tDerben 3^reunbe fein. 

mha. S)u bift no^ immer gu fc^nell unb toentg bel^ut^ 
fam; immer ertenn ic^ in bir ben fieid^tfinn beiner SKutter, 
lo ber mir fie unbebingt in bie Slrme lieferte. 3^ mand^er ge^ 
fdl^rlid^en SSerbinbung lub bid^ ber Slnfd^ein t)oreiIi9 ein. 

f^erbittanb. Suer SBiHe finbet mid^ bilbfam, 

%lhn^ ^(S) Dergebe beinem jungen S3Iute bie§ leid^tfinnige 
SBo]^ltt)oflett, biefe unad^tfame tJrol^Ud^feit. 9tur Dergi^ nid^t, 
15 gu meld^em SGBerfe id^ gefanbt bin unb tt)eld^en 2;eil ic^ bir 
bran geben mfid^te. 

* ^erbittoitb. Srinnert mid^ unb fd^ont mid^ nid^t, mo Sl^r 
c§ notig l^altet. 

5Cilio (noc^ cinet ^aufc). - 5!Jlein ©ol^u! 
20 gfcrbinanb. 5Wein 35ater! 

%iha. S)ie g^iirften fommen balb, Dranien unb ©gmont 
lommen. 6§ ift nid^t 3Miptrauen, bap id^ bir erft je^t ent* 
bedEe, tt)a§ gefd^el^en foil, ©ie merben ni(^t mieber Don 
l^innen ge^n. 
25 ^erbinaiib. 35}a§ ftnnft bu? 

mu. 6§ ift bejd^loffen, fie feftgu^alten. — S)u erftaunft! 
aBa§ bu gu tun l^aft, l^ore; bie Urfad^en foHft bu mifjen, 
menu e§ gefd^el^n ift. 3te^t bleibt !eine 3^it, fie auSgutegen. 
ajlit bir aHein miinfd^f id^ ba§ ©rfifete, ba§ ©e^eimfte gu be= 
30 fpred^en; ein ftarleSSanb l^dlt unSgufammengefeffelt; bu bift 
mir tt?ert unb lieb; auf bid^ modjf id^ aJleS l^dufen* 9lid^t 
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bie ©emol^nl^cit, gu gel^orci^en oKein m'6^V id) bit ctn|)rd9Ctt, 
oud^benSinn auSgubenten,^ ju befc]^len,au§gufu]^rcTt,tt)unfd^t' 
id) in bit fortjupflattjcn; bit ein gro^eS ©rbteil, bem flfinigc 
ben 6tau(^batften ©tenet ju l^intetlaffen; bid^mit bem Seften, 
tt)a§ id) f)abt, auSjnftatten, bap bu bid^ nic^t fd^amen biltfeft, 5 
untet beine Stiibet gu treten* 

gferblitattb, SBo^ tt)erb' id) bit md)t fiit biefe Ciebe 
fd^ulbig, bie bu mit aHein gumenbeft, inbem ein ganger SReic^ 
t)ot bit gittett, 

%ffKu 9iun l^fite, tt)o§ gu tun ift^ ©obalb bie Qfiitften lo 
eingetreten finb, mitb jebet S^ifl^i^S ium ^alafte befe^t^ ®a« 
gu f)at ©omeg bie Dtbte. ©tiDa tpitb eilen, @gmont§ 
©d^teibet mit ben SJetbdc^tigften gefangen gu nel^men^ S)u 
l^dltft bie SBad^ am Stote unb in ben ^ofen in Dtbnung. 
aSot alien S)ingen befe^e biefe Siwtmet l^iet neben mit ben 15 
fid^etften Seuten; bann ttjatte auf bet ©aletie bi§ ©iba 
tDiebetlommt, unb btinge mit itgenb ein unbebeutenb Slatt 
l^etein, gum S^'^d)tn, ba$ fein 5lufttag auSgetid^tet ift. S)ann 
bleib im SSotfaale, bi§ Dtanien tueggel^t; folg' il^m; id^ l^alte 
ggmont l^iet, al§ oi id) il^m nod^ tt)a§ gu fagen l^dtte. 2lm 20 
6nbe bet ©aletie fotbte Dtanien§ S)egen, tufe bie SBad^e 
an, bemal^te fd^nett ben gefdl^tlid^ften aWann; unb ic^ faffe 
ggmont l^iet* 

gfctbittanb. ^d) gel^otd^e, mein SBatet. Swwi etftenmal 
mit fd^metem ^etgen unb mit ©otge. 25 

mha. 3fd^ betgeil^e bit'§; e§ ift bet etfte gtofee Stag, ben 
bu etiebft. 

@lloa(trittl§crcln). 

(Siltia* 6in SBote Don SlnttDetpen. ^itx ift DtantenS 
Stief ! @t lommt ntc^t* 
mha. ©agt' e§ bet 33ote? 30 
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@«tia. 5letn, mir fagf § ba§ ^erj* 

%lha. 2lu§ bit fprid^t tnein bofer ®ettiu§. (^Jad^bem cr ben 

©rtef flclcfcn, toinft cr bctbcn, unb flc aic^en fid^ in blc ©atcrtc iutiicf. «r bleibt 
attcln ouf bent «orbcrtcUc.) @t fommt Tti(|t! 33i§ auf bctt Ic^teit 

5 Sluflcnblicf t)crfd^icbt cr, [\^ ju crflaren. @r toagt e^, ni(i^t, 
5U fommen! ©o tuat betm bie^mal toiber SJetmuten bet 
Sluflc flug gettug, nid^t Hug ju fein!* — 63 rudEt bic Ul^r! 
^0^ etnen Ileincn SBeg be§ ©eiger§,^ unb cm gtofeeS SBer! ift 
getan ober dctfaumt, uniDtbcrbringlid^ Detfftumt; benn e§ ift 

lo meber naSfi\xf)okn, tto(i^ gu Der^eimlic^n. Cctngft i)aiV x6) 
aflcS teif lic^ abgetDogcn unb mir ani) biefen tJaD geba(|t, mir 
feftgefe^t, tt)Q§ ai\(S) in biefem Sialic gu tun fei; unb jc^t, ba 
e§ ju tun ift, toe^r' xi) mir faum, bafe nid^t baS Qfur unb 
SBibcr mir auf§ ncuc burd^ bic ©ccic f(|tDanIt* — 3ff § rftt* 

IS lid^, bic anbcrn gu fangcn, tt)cnn cr mir cntgcl^t? — ©c^icb' 
tc^ c§ auf unb lajf' ©gmont mit ben ©cinigen, mit fo t)ielcn 
cntf(^Iilj)fcn, bic nun^ bicnei(|t nur l^cutc nod^^ in meinen 
^(Inben finb? @o gtt)ittgt bid^ ba§ ©efd^id benn aud^, bu Un« 
begminglid^cr? SBic lang gebad^t! S95tc tooijil bcreitet! SSic 

2o gro^, tt)ic fd^6n ber ^lan! 2Bie naf) bic |)offnung il^rem 
3icle! Unb nun im Slugenblid be§ ©ntfd^eibenS bift bu 
jmifd^cn itotx libel gefteflt; iDic in cinen SoStopf greifft bu in 
bic bunfle 3u!unft; tt)a§ bu f off eft, ift nod^ gugcrollt, bir un« 

bctoU^t, fei'§ Streffcr ober ^el^Icr! (et Julrb oufmerffam, tote ctncr, 

25 bet ctttjos ffbtt, unb tritt ans gcnftcr.) 6r ift c§! — Sgmout! Strug 
bid^ bcin ^fcrb fo leid^t l^erein unb fd^cutc bor bem S9Iutge« 
rud^e* nid^t unb bor bem ©eiftc mit bem blanlen ©d^mert, ber 
an ber ^fortc bid^ emt)fangt? — ©teig ab! — ©0 bift bu mit 
bem cinen 3fu^ im ®rab! unb fo mit beiben! — ^a, preid^f 

30 e§ nur unb flopfe fiir feinen mutigen ©ienft gum Ic^tenmale 
ben 9ladfen il^m — Unb mir bleibt feine SBal^L 3n ber 
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SSctblcnbuitfl, mlc l^tcr ©gmont nal^t, fann cr bit ni(j^t $um 
gtDcitcnmal [xS) lief cm! — ^5rt! 

gferbmanb unb @itoa (treten eidg ^erbei). 

arba. 3]^r tut, h)a§ xi) bcfal^l; t(j^ ftnbrc mctncn SQBiUcn 
m^t 3d^ l^altc, toie c§ gcl^n totll, ©gmont auf, bi§ bu mir 
Don ©itoa bic 9la(j^ri(J^t gcbrai^t l^aft, ^ann blcib in bet 5 
3l&f)t. 9lu(j^ bit raubt ba§ ©cfd^icf ba§ gro^c SBcrbicnjl, bc§ 
ildniflS groptcn g^inb ntit cigcncr ^anb gcfangcn gu l^abcn. 

(3tt®ltoa.) @ilc! C8u2fcrblnanb.) ©Cl^ il^m CntflCflen! («lbableiat 
eintge KugenbUcCe aHein unb ge^t fd^toeigenb auf unb ab.) 
SgmontCtrittauf).' 

@gmi>ttt. 3(^ fommc, bic Scfcl^lc be§ JfdniflS gi* bet* 
ncl^mcn, gu l^drcn, mcIcJ^cn S)icnft cr Don unfcrcr SErcuc t)ct* 10 
langt, bic il^m cmig crgcbcn blcibt. 

%lba. @r tt)iinf(j^t bor alien S)ingen 6uetn SRat gu l^oren. 

(ggmottt iiber toe^en ©egcnftanb? Jfommt Ctanien 
au(^? ^6) Dcrmutctc il^n l^icr, 

%tba. aWir tut e§ leib, ba^ cr un§ cbcn in bicfer micj^tigen 15 
©tunbe fcl^It, ©uern 9lat, @ure SKeinung toflnfd^t bcr 
iJdnig, mie bicfe ©taaten toiebcr gu befricbigen* ^a, cr 
^offt, Sl^r tt)crbct frdftig mitmirtcn, biefc Unrul^cn gu ftillen 
unb bic Drbnung bcr ^robingen D5IIig unb bauerl^aft gu 
griinben. 20 

egmimt. ^I^r !5nnt bcjfer mijfcn aU xi), ba^ f(^on alle§ 
genug bcrul^igt ift, ja, nod^ mel^r berul^igt toar, el^ bic @r= 
f(j^einung bcr neuen ©olbaten mieber ntit gurcj^t unb ©orge 
bie ©emiltcr bcmegte. 

%lba. 3]^r f(j^eint anbeuten gu moHen, ba§ Sldtlid^ftc fei 25 
getocfen, toenn bcr ^onig mic^ gar nic^t in ben ^aH gefe^t 
l^dtte, 6u(^ gu fragen. 

(&qmoni. SScrgeil^t ! Oh bcr Sonig ba§ ^cer l^clttc f(j^i(fen 
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foDcn, ob nid^t Dtclmel^t bic 5Ka(^t feincr majcftatif(i^ctt 
©cflcnmart aHein ftdrfer getoittt ^Sttc, ift mcinc ^a6)t ni(J^t 
gu beuttctlcn. ®ag ©ecr ift ba, ct nid^t. 2Bir abcr mii^tcn 
fcl^r unban!bar, fel^r Dergcffcn fcin, mcnn mtr un§ nid^t et= 

5 jnttertcn, toaS tt)tt bet Stcgentin fd^ulbig finb. Sefennen mtr! 

^ ©ic ixaS)k butd^ il^r fo flugcS aU tapfcrc§ Scttagen bic 

9lufril]^ter mtt ©etoalt unb 3lnfe]^n, mit Uberrcbung unb 

Sift jur atul^c unb ffll^tte gum grftauncn bcr SBclt cin rebel* 

lifd^eS 9SoI! in menigen 3Bonaten gu feiner ^flid^t jutiid. 

lo^ mba. 3(j^ leugne e§ nid^t. ®er SLumuIt ift geftiflt, unb 
jeber fd^eint in bie ©rengen' be§ ©el^orfamS guriidEgebannt. 
^ber pngt e§ nid^t Don eineS jeben SBiUfiir ah, fie ju t)er= 
laffen? S35er toxH ba§ SSoIf ^inbern, lo§gubred^en? 2Bo ift 
bie 3Bad^t, fie abgul^alten? 2Ber biirgt un§, bafe fie fid^ 

15 fetner tteu unb untertelnig geigen toerben? ^l^t guter SHJiHe 
ift alle§ ^fanb, ba§ mir l^aben* 

C^gmoitt. Unb ift ber gute SBiHe eine§ SottS nid^t ba§ 
fid^erfte, ba§ ebelfte ^fanb ? Sei @ott ! 2Bann barf fid^ ein 
iJ5nig fid^erer l^alten, aU tpenn fie ode fur einen, einer 

20 fiir aHe fte^n? ©id^erer gegen innere unb ftu^ere tJeinbe? 
3Hba* SQBir merben un§ bod^ nid^t flberreben foDen, ba^ 
c§ je^t ^ier fo fte^t? 

©gwoitt. ®er Sfinig fd^reibe einen ©eneralparbon au3, 
er berul^ige bie ©emiiter; unb balb tt)irb man fel^en, mie 

25 SEreue unb Siebe mit bem 3uttauen mieber gurtidtfel^rt. 

«tta. Unb jeber, ber bie 3Bajeftdt be§ if6nig§, ber ba§ 
©eiligtum ber Steligion gefd^ftribet, ginge frei unb lebig l^in 
unb toieber ! Sebte ben anbern gum bereiten Seifpiel, ba$ 
ungel^eure SSerbred^en ftrafIo§ finb ! 

30 ©gwotit. Unb ift ein Serbred^en be§ UnfinnS, ber Srun* 
!enl)eit nid^t el^er gu entfd^ulbigen, aU graufam gu beftrafen? 
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Scfonbcr§ mo fo fid^rc ^offttunfl, tt)o ©cmi^^eit tft, ba^ btc 
itbel nic^t micbertc^rcn tDerbcn? SBarcn if anigc barum nic^t 
\\i)txn? SBctbcn fie nid^t Don SBclt unb Slad^mclt gcprtcfcn, 
bic cine SBeleibiflung i^tet SHJiirbe Dergeben, bebauern, Der= 
a6)itn fonnten? SHJerben fie nic^t eben be^megen @ott gleic^ s 
gel^alten, ber biel gu grofe ift, aU ba^ an t^n jebe Sdfterung 
reic^en follte? 

«tta. Unb eben barum foil ber ildnig ftir bie SBurbe 
®otte§ unb ber 3leligion, mir follen fiir ba§ 9(nfe^n be^ 
fidnigS flretten. S35a§ ber Dbere abgulel^nen^ berfcJ^mdl^t ift lo 
unfere ^flid^t gu rdd^en. Ungeftraf t foil, menu xd) rate, fein 
©d^ulbiger fic^ freuen. 

(ggwottt. ©laubft bu, bap bu fie alle erreid^en roirfl? 
^6rt man nid^t tftglic^, ba& bie tJurd^t fie.^ie unb bal^in, fie 
au§ bem Sanbe treibt? 2)ie SJeid^ften merben il^re ©liter, 15 
fid^, il^re ilinber unb gfreunbe flud^ten; ber 3trme mirb feine 
niifelid^n ^dnbe bem Slad^bar jubringen. 

«(lia. ©ie merben, menn man fie nic^t berl^inbem fann. 
®arum berlangt ber ifonig 3tat unb 2:at bon jebem 
Siirften, @rnft bon jebem ©tattl^alter; nid^t nur ©rjcilftlung, 20 
mie eS ift, toa^ tt)erben fonnte, roenn man afleS ge^en lie^e, 
tt)ie'§ ge^t. 6inem gro^en libel gufel^en, fid^ mtt C>offnung 
fd^meid^eln, ber 3^it oertrauen, etma einmal brein fd^Iagen, 
mie im 3faftnad^t§fpiel, bafe eg Ilatfd^t unb man bod^ etma^ 
ju tun fd^int, menu man nic^ts tun ml^c^te: l^ei^t ba§ nid^t, 25 
fic^ berbdc^tig mac^en, a(§ fe^e man bem Stufrulftr mit aSer* 
gniigen gu, ben man nid^t erregen, tool^l aber l^egen mdd^te? 

C^gntPltt (im 38egTiff aufiufai^ren, nitnntt ffc^ aufammett unb fpric^t nac^ 

eincr itcincn ?aufe gcfc^t). Slid^t jebe Slbfid^t tft offeubar, unb 
mand^eg 3Banne§ Slbfid^t ift ju mifebeuten, SBup man bod^ 
a\x6) bon alien ©eiten l&dren: e§ fei be§ ^bnig^ Slbfid^t menir 30 
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get, bic ^roDinjcn nad) einffirmigcn uttb flarcn ©cfc^cn p 
tcgicrcn, bic SBqeftdt bet SJcIigton gu [ic^rn unb eincn afl» 
gemeincn gfricben fetncm SBolfe gu gcbcn, ate Dtelmcl^r fie 
unbcbtngt gu untcrio(^cn, fie il^rcr altcn SJecJ^tc gu bcraubcn, 

5 fi(j^ 3Bciftcr Don il^rcn aScjtfttumcrn gu mac^cn, bic f(j^aneu 
ated^te^beg 3lbete eingufd^rdnfen, um berentmiHett bet 6ble 
aHein il^m bicneu, il^m Seib unb Seben toibmen mog. 2)ie 
aicligiott, fagt man, fci nut ein t)rd(j^tigcr %tppxS), l^inter 
bent man jeben gef(i]^tli(|en 3lnf(^lag nut befto leid^ter au§* 

lo benft. S)aS aSoII liegt auf ben ilnieen, betet bie l^eiligen 
gen)ir!ten 3^1^^^ ^^^ wnb l^inten laufd^t bet SSogelfteHcr, 
bet fie berildfen toiH* 
%tha. 3)a§ ntu^ i6) Don bit pten? 
(ggwoirt. 31x6)1 ntetne ©efinnungen ! Slur, toaS balb l^ier, 

15 balb ba, Don ©rofeen unb Don illeinen, iJlugen unb Storen 
gefprod^en, taut Derbreitet toirb. S)te Siiebetldnber fUrcJ^ten 
ein boppelteS 3[o(J^/unb mx bttrgt il^nen fiir il^te g^reil^eit? 

%tha. S^reil^eit ! ©in \6)'6m^ SQBort, met'S red^t Derftdnbe* 
2Ba§ tooDen fie fur greil^eit? SBag ijl be§ g^reicften S^reil^eit? 

20 — JRed^t gu tun ! — Unb baran mirb fie ber if 5nig nic^t 
l^inbern. Stein I nein ! fie gtauben fid^ nid^t f rei, toenn fie 
fid^ nid^t felbft unb anbern fd^aben I5nnen. SBdre eS nid^t 
beffer, abgubanlen, als ein fol^es aSol! gu regieren ? SBenn 
auStodrtige geinbe brdngen, an bic fein Siirger benft, ber 

25 mit bent Sldd^ften^ nut befd^dftigt ift, unb ber ilonig Dcrtangt 
S9eiftanb, bann toerben fie uneinS unter fld^ unb Derfd^mdren 
fid^ gleid^fant ntit il^ren g^einben. SBeit beffer iff §, fie eingu* 
engen, ba^ ntan fie toie ilinber l^alten, toie iJinber gu il^rem 
aSeften leiten fann^ ©laube nur, ein SSoI! tt)irb nid^t alt, 

30 nid^t flug; ein SSpII bleibt imnter finbifd^, 

eamottt, SQBie felten fommt ein ilfinig gu SSerftanb ! Unb 
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follcn fi(j^ t)ic(e ntcJ^t licbcr Diclen Dettraucn al§ einctn? «nb 
nic^t cinmal bem cinen, fonbcrn ben mcntgcn be§ cincn, 
bem aSoKc, ba§ an ben SBIicfen feine§ |)errn altert.^ ®a§ l^at 
mol^I aDein ba§ Stec^t, flug gu roetben. 

«rBa. aSieHetc^t ebcn barum, mil e§ p(j^ nid^t felbft iiber* 5 
lafjen iji. 

(ggwottt. Unb barum niemanb gern fi(J^ felbft uberlaffen 
nt6(j^tc, 2Wan tue, it)a§ man mill; \c^ l^abe auf beine g^^iQe 
geantmortet unb miebetl^ole : e§ gel^t ni(i^t! @g fann nid^t 
ge^en! ^6) fenne nteine Sanb^Ieute. ©3 finb W&nmx, totxt, 10 
©otteS Soben gu betreten; ein jeber runb filr [xc^,^ ein fletner 
Jfonig, feft, rtt^tig, fdl^ig, treu, an alten ©itten l^angenb. 
©corner ift'§, il^r 3utraun gu Derbienen; lci(i^t, gu erl^alten. 
©tarr unb feft! 3u bvucfen finb fie; nid^t gu unterbriiden/ 

%IH (hex flc^ InbcS cinlgcmal umgcic^eit f^at). ©ollteft bu ba§ alle§ 15 

in be§ il5nig§ ©egentDart mieberl^olen? 

(Sgmoitt. 3)efto f(!^Iimmer, menu mid^ feine ©egenmart 
abfd^tedfte! S)efio beffer filr il^n, fiir fein SSolf, toenn et mir 
3But ttiad^te, mnn er mix 3utrauen einfiafete, nod^ toeit me^r 
gu fagen. 20 

«nia. SBa§ nil^Iid^ ift, fann id^ pren, toie er» 

^gntoitt. 3<^ miltbe il^m fagen: Seid^t tann ber ©irt eine 
gauge ^etbe ©c^af e Dor fic^ l^intreiben, ber ©tier giel^t feinen 
^flug ol^ne SUiberftanb; aber bem ebeln^ferbe, ba§ bu reiten 
totllft, mufet bu feine ®eban!en ablernen, bu mu^t nid^ts Un« 25 
!Iuge§, ni^t§ unflug Don i^m oerlangen. S)arum miinfd^t 
ber Stirger, feine alte aSerfaffung gu be^alten, Don feinen 
SanbSleuten regiert gu fein, toeil er toeife, toie er gefiil^rt 
toirb, meil er Don i^nen Uneigennuft, Steilnel^mung an feinem 
,©c^idtfal l^offen fann. 30 

mha. Unb foflte ber JRegent nid^t 3Rac^t ^aben, biefeg 
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altc ^crf ommen gu bcrdnbcrn? Unb folltc ni(i^t eben bte§ fcin 
fd^onfteS aSortcd^t fetn? 2Ba§ ift blcibcnb ouf bicfcr SScIt? 
Unb folltc cine ©taatScinrid^tung biciben tonncn? 3Bufe niAt 
in ciner S^i^folfle jebeS aScrl^dltniS fid^ Derdnbctn unb eben 

5 barum cine altc SSetfajfung blc UrfacJ^c Don taufenb ttbcln 
merben, tt)eU fie ben gcgenn^dttigen 3uftanb bc5 35oIfe§ ni(^t 
umfa^t? 3c^ furd^tc, biefc altcn 3le(j^te finb barum fo angc» 
nc^m, tocti fie ©d^lupftt)in!cl bilbcn, in ml6)m bet iflugc, 
bet ^JJdd^tige, aunt ©(j^aben be§ SSoIfS, gum ©c^ben bc§ 

lo ©anjen, [id^ betbergen obex butd^fc^Ieid^en fann.^ 

egmoitt. Unb biefe toiflWrlic^en aSerdnberungen, biefe 
unbefd)rdn!ten 6ingtijfe bet l^od^ften ©emalt, finb fie nid^t 
SSotboten, ba^ einct tun tniH, toaS Stoufenbe nid^t tun 
foKen? @r toill fid^ aflein frel ma6)tn, um jeben feiner 

15 aBUnfd^e befriebigen, jeben feiner ©ebanfen auSfttl^ren gu 
fonnen* Unb menu toir uu§ il^m, einem guten, toeifen 
Sanige, gang Dertrauten, fagt er un§ fiir feine 9lad^!ommen 
gut? ba^ feiner ol^ne SRiidtfid^t, ol^ne ©d^onung tegieren 
merbe? SBer rettet un§ algfbann bon DdUiger 2BiII!iir, mnn 

40 er un§ feine S)iener, feine 5Rdd^ften fenbet, bie dl^ne ff enntnis 
be§ SanbeS unb feiner Sebiirfniffe nad^ Selieben fd^alten unb 
toolten, feinen SBiberftanb finben unb fid^ bon jeber ajerant= 
mortung frei loiffen? 

^iha (bcr fid^ inbcs toicbcr umgcfc^en ^ot). ©§ tft Uid^tS Uaturlid^er, 

25 aU bo$ ein Sonig butd^ fid^ ju l^errfd^en gebenit unb benen 
feine Sefel^Ie am liebften auf trdgt, bie i^n am beften berfte^cn, 
Derftel^en molten, bie feinen SBiflen unbebingt auSrid^ten. 

^gmotti. Unb eben fo natilrlid^ ift'S, bafe ber Siitger bon 
bem tegiert fein mill, ber mit il^m gcboren unb ergogen ift, 

30 ber glei(!^en Segriff mit i^m Don SRed^t unb Unred^t gefa^t 
l^at, ben er al§ feinen SJruber anfeljen fann. 
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%fha. Unb io6) l^at bet ?lbcl mit bicfen feincn Srilbcrn 
fel^r unglctd^ getcilt. 

egmottt. S)a§ tft Dor ^al^rl^unbcttcn gcfd^el^en unb tt)irb 
je^t ol^nc 9lctb flebulbet SBUtben ahtx ncuc 9Jlenf(J^cn o^nc 
Slot gcfcnbet, bie \x6) gum jtocitenmalc auf Unfoften ber 5 
Station berc^crn toolltcn, ffil^c man [x(^ etner ftrcngcn, 
ful^nen, unbebingtcn ^abfud^t ouSgcfe^t, bag toiitbe eine 
©(Irunfl ttiac^cu, bic jt(^ ntd^t Ictd^t in [t^ fclbft aufloftc. 

«nia. 2)u fagft ntit, tt)a§ i(i^ ni(!^t ]^5tcn follte; au^ \6) 
bin ftemb. - 10 

C^gitwttt. ®a^ i(j^ bir'§ fage, jcigt bit, ba^ i(^ bid^ nid^t 
ntcinc. 

«nia, Unb aui) fo tt)ilnf(^f id^ e§ ni(J^t t)on bit gu ]^5ten. 
S)cr il5nig fanbtc ini(i^ mit ^offnung, bafe id^ l^icr ben Sei» 
[tanb be§ 9lbel§ finben miirbc. S)cr ksnig to ill feinen 15 
SBillcn. S)er ilfinig ^ai na6) tiefcr tibcrlegung gcfcl^cn, toQ§ 
bcm SSoIfc frommt; c§ !ann nid^t bleiben unb gcl^en toic bi§« 
l^cr* S)eS ifdnigS Vlh[\i)t x% fic^ fclbjl gu il^tcm cignen 
fflcftctt cingufd^tclnfcn, il^r cigcncS ^eil, toenn'S fein mu^, ' 
il^nen aufgubringcn, bic fd^dblic^en Siirgcr aufguopfetn, ba« 20 
mit bic flbrigctt Sluice finben, beg ®IUdt§ cincr toeifen 9ie:= 
gierung geniepcn Wnncn, ®ie§ ift fein ©ntfd^Iu^; biefen bent 
9lbel funb gu madden, l^abc ic^ Sefe^I; unb Siat ber long' xii) 
in feinem Siamen, U)ie eS gu tun fei, nid^t toa§; benn ba§ l^at 
er befd^Iojfen. 25 

(Sgmottt. Seiber red^tfertigen beine SBorte bie ^furd^t beg 1 
SSoIfg, bic allgemeine gurd^t! ©0 l^at er benn befdjlojfen, / 
tt)ag fein fjiirft befd^Iie^en foUte* ®ie ilraft feineg SBoIfg, '^ 
il^r ©emiit, ben fflegriff, ben fie bon fid^ felbft l^aben, toxU er ' 
fd^wdd^en, nicberbriidten, gerftoren, urn fie iequem regieren gu 30 
!5nnen* 6r tt)ill ben innern Sern il^rer ©igen^eit oerber= . 
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fben; getui^ in bcr W)\\i)t, fie glildlii^cr gu mai)m. 6t tDtfl 
fic tjerniij^tcn, bamit fie etma§ merben, cin anber @tma§. D, 
toenn feine 9lbfi(j^t gut ift, fo toitb fie mifeflclcitet! 3l\6)i bem 
ilfinige mibetfe^t man fi(j^; ntan ftcHt fic^ nur bem iJonige 
entgegen, bet, einen falfd^en SBeg gu loanbcln, bie erftcn un= 
gltidflid^cn ©(j^ritte mai)t 

3l(6a. SBie bu gefinnt bift, fc^eint e§ ein Detgeblid^er 'SJcr^ 

fu(j^, unS Dereinigen gu njollen. 2)u benfft gering Dom 

iJfinige unb Det(i(^tli(j^ Don feinen 3ldten, toenn bu gmeifelft, 

lo ba§ aHeS fei ni(j^t f(i^on gebad^t, geptiift, gemogen morbcn. 

. ^6) l^abe feinen 3luftrag, jebeS giir unb SBiber nod^ eiumal 

burd^gugel^en. ©el^otfam f orbre xi) Don bem aSoIfe — unb 

Don t\x^, \i)x ©rften, gbelften, SRat unb %at, aU Siirgen 

biefer unbebingten ^flid^t. 

15 (ggmottt. tJorbre unfre ^auptet, fo ift e§ auf einmal ge= 

tan. Oi fi(^ ber 9?a(fen biefem 3o(^e biegen, ob et fid^ Dor 

bem Seile bucfen foH, fann einer ebein ©eele gleid^ fein. 

Umfonft ^aV xc^ fo Diel gefptoc^en; bie Suft ^aV x^ er= 

fd^iittert, toeitet nid^t§ getDonnen. 

gerblnaitb (lommt). 

20 gfetbitiaitb. Serjeil^t, ba^ id) euer ©efptdd^ untetbtedie ! 
©iet ift ein Stief , beffen itberbtinget bie Slntmort btingeub 
mad^t. 
«l6a. ©rlaubt mir, bafe i6) fel^e, toa§ et entl^iilt. 

(2;ritt an bie ©elte.) 

. fjetbiitaitb (ju cgmont). (5§ ift ein f(j^5ne§ ^ferb, ba§ (Sure 
25 8eute gebra(j^t ^aben, (5u(J^ abgul^olen. 

(ggmottt. 6§ ift ni(^t ba§ fc^Iimmfte. ^6) ^aV e§ fd^on 
eine SBeile; id^ benf e§ toeggugeben.^ SBenn e§ 6ud^ gefdilt, 
fo roerben mx DieHeid^t be§ ^anbet§ einig. 
gferbitiattb. @ut, tt)it toollen fe^n. 
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^((a (tolnlt feinem ©o$ne, bet fitft In ben ®runb jurildjle^t). 

(ggitiottt. Sebtmol^I! cntlafet mi(j^; bcnn i6) ton^k, bet 
®ott ! ttid^t mel^r su [ogen. 

mha. ©liicflic^ l^at bid^ bcr S^\^^ Detl^inbctt, bcincn 
©inn no(J^ mcitcr ju Dertaten. UnDorfid^tig cnttDidcIft bu bk 
galtcn betncS ^crgcnS unb flagft bid^ felbft mxt ftrcngct an, 5 
aU etn 2Biberfa(J^cr gcl^df fig tun fonntc. 

(Sgmotti. SDicfet SJormurf tii^rt mi(^ nid^t; i^ fcnnc mic^ 
felbft genug unb mcig/ toie td^ bem S5nig angcprc: mcit 
ntel^t al§ Dielc, bic in feinem 2)ienft ftd^ fclber bienen. Un* 
gem fd^eib' id^ au§ biefem ©treite, ol^ne il^n beigelegt ju 10 
fel^en, unb toiinfd^e niir, ba^ un§ bet ®ienft be§ ^erm, ba§ 
SBol^l be^ SanbeS balb Deteinigen m5ge. 6§ mirft DicIIeid^t 
ein tt)iebet^olte§ ©efptdd^, bie ©egentDatt ber iibrigen gut* 
ften, bie l^eute fel^len, in einem gliidtlid^etn 3lugenblidf, toaS 
l^eut unmoglid^ fd^int. 3Jiit biefer ^offnung entfernMd^ ntid^. 15 

3Wlia (bcr sugtcld^ feinem ^Sof^n getblnanb etn Seld^en glbt). ©alt, 

@gmont ! — S)einen S)egcn ! — (2)ic awitteuur dffnet ftd^ : man fte^t 

bie Valerie mit SSad^e befe|t, bie unbettegtic^ bteibt). 

@0ltt0ttt (ber ftaunenb eine SBeile gefc^wiegen). ®ieS toax bie ^b^ 
fid^t? S)a3U l^aft bu ntid^ berufen? ma^ bem a^egen greifenb, aU 
tomn er fi(^ berteibigen tuollte.) SiU id^ beUU mel^tloS ? 20 

«llia. S)er ^onig befiel^lfs, bu bift mein ©efangener. 

(3uglei(^ treten bon belben ©elten Oewaffnete herein.) 

(Sgtitottt (na(^ einer ©tiiie). 2)er ^5nig ? — Dtanicu ! Dranien ! 

(tRad^ etner ?aufe, fcinen 2)egen l^ingebenb.) ©0 Uimttt il^U ! @r l^at 

tt)eit dfter beg iJonigS ©ac^e Detteibigt, alS biefe Stuft be= 

fd^ii^t* ((Jr ge^t burd^ blc awttteltilr ab; btc O^etoaffneten, bie lm3lmmcr 25 
ftnb, fotgen i^m ; ingletd^en %U>a& ®o^n* Sllba bleibt fte^en* S)er )6or^ang f&at.) 
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<Strage. !Dammerung. 
Stlat^en. ^vadtnt>ux%. Silrget. 

f&tadtnHt{^. Sicbd^en, urn ©ottcS toiflcn, maS nintrnft 
buDor? 

mht^tn. Jfomm ntit, Ktadenburg ! ®u mu^t bic 9Ben= 

f(i^n nt(j^t fenn^n; toxx bcftcien il^n gemife. ®enn iDaS gleid^t 

5 i^rer Siebc ju il^m ? 3cber f iil^It, ^ f(j^tt)6r' c§, in [id^ bie 

brenncnbc Scgier, il^n ju tcttcn, bic ©efal^r Don cinem to\U 

batcn Scbcn abjutuenben unb bem greicftcn bie Qftcil^cit 

tDiebcrgugeben. ^omm ! @§ fcl^lt ttur an bcr ©timmc, bie 

fie jufammenruft. 3n i^ter ©eele lebt nod^ ganj ftifd^, 

lo tr)a§ [ie il^m fd^ulbig finb; unb ba^ fein mdc^tiger 9lrm allein 

t)on i^nen ba§ SSerberben abpit, miffen fie. Urn feinet* unb 

iJ^tetmiHen miiffen fie alleS magen. Unb toaS toagen mir ? 

3um l^od^ften unfer Seben, ba§ }u etl^alten nid^t ber SWill^e 

mxt x% mnxi et um!ommt. 

15 fdtadtnhnt^. Ungliidtlid^e ! bu ftel^ft nid^t bie @malt, bie 

unS mit e^ernen 33anben gefeffelt f)al 

tlSri^ett, ©ie fd^int mir nid^t uniibertoinblid^. Sap 
un§ nid^t tang t)ergeblid^e 2Borte tt)ed^feln. ^iet tommen 
t)on ben alien, reblid^en, madtern aWdnnern ! ^ott, ^Jreunbe ! 
20 Slad^barn, l^ort ! — ©agt, toie ift eS ntit ggmont? 

3immemeifte?. SBa§ toiD ba§ ilinb? Safe fie fd^tueigen ! 

m&x^tn. %xtkt ndl^et, bafe toxx fad^te reben, big mir 

einig finb unb ftdrfer, SSit biirfen nid^t einen 5lugenbltct 

86 
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Derfdumcn ! 2)ic fred^c 3:5tannet, bic c§ magt, il^n gu feffein, 
gucft [d^on ben S)oId^, tl^n ju etmotbcn. O ^Jteunbc ! mit 
jebem ©c^tttt bet S)(lmmcrung toerb' x6) (lng[tli(|et. ^6) 
furcate btefje 9?a(3^t. ^ommt! trir tooHen un§ tcilen; mit 
fd^nellem Sauf Don Quattiet^ gu Ouatticr rufen mir bic 5 
Siitgct l^crauS. @tn jebcr gtcife ju feincn oltcn SBaffcn. 
?luf bent 9MQt!te tteffen mit un§ tuiebet, unb unfer ©trom 
reifet einen jeben mit [x^ fort. 5)ie geinbe fel^en ftc^ umtingt 
unb iiberf(i)tt)emmt unb finb etbtildft. SBo§ !ann un§ eine 
©anbt)oII^ ^neij^te toibcrftel^en? Unb er in unfter SJfitte 10 
!e^rt jutildf, fiel^t fic^ bcfreit unb fann un§ einmal ban!en, 
un§, bie tt)ir il^m fo tief Detfc^ulbet morben. @t fiel^t 
Dielleid^t — gemi^, er fiel^t bag SJlotgenrot am freien ©immel 
tt)iebet. 

3immermeipeir. 2Bie ijt bit, 9Kdb(i^n? 15 

mste^eit. iJonnt il^t mid^ mi^Derpel^n? 3Som ©tafen 
fpted^' \6) I ^i) fptcij^e t)on ggmont. 

^ttttt. 9?ennt ben Siamen nid^f ! 6r i[t tbblid^. 

matd^ett. 3)en9lQmenni(j^t! S35ie? 9?i(it biefen Stamen? 
2Ber nennt il^n ni(j^t bei jebet ©elegenl^eit ? S3Bo jtel^t er 20 
nidit gefc^rieben? ^n biefen ©ternen l^ab' ic^ oft mit aflen 
feinen Settern il^n gelefen.* 9lid)t nennen ? SBa§ foil ba§ ? 
tJfreunbe ! ®ute, teure 3la6)iaxn, xf)x trdumt ; befinnt eu(^. 
©el^t mid^ nid^t fo ftarr unb ftngftlic^ an ! f&Mt nid^t 
f(3^U(^tern l^ie unb ba beifeite. 3f^ tuf m6) ja nur su, toa^ 25 
jeber miinfd^t. 3P tneine ©timme ni(3^t eure§ ^cxitn^ eigene 
©timme? SBer miirfe fic^ in biefer bangen ^a6)t, t^ er fein 
unrul^DoUe^ Sette befteigt, nidjt auf bie Sniee, i^n mit ernft= 
Itc^em ©ebet t)om ^immel gu erringen? t^xa^t cn6) ein= 
anber ! frage jeber fi($ felbft ! unb toer f|)ri(i^t mir nid^t nad^: 30 
„6gmont§ greil^eit ober ben Slob !" 
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Setter. @ott Utoaf)x' nvi^l ®a gibt'§ ein Unglilcf . 
msri^em S9Ieibt! ffllctbt unb briicft eu(j^ ttid^t t)or fcincm 
Stamen tDeg^bcm il^r eud^ fonft fo frol^ entgegcn brdngtet! — 
SBBenn bet Siuf ii)n anfunbigte, mnn e^ l^ieg: ,,©flmont 

5 fommt! @r !ommt Don ©ent!" ba l^ielten bie fSmo^mx ber 
©trafeen fici^ gliicflid^, burd^ bie er teiten ntufete.^ Unb toenn 
il^r feine ^ferbe \6)a\itn ^xid, toarf jeber feine 9ltbett l^in, 
unb iiber bie befUmmerten ©efidjtet, bie il^r butd^§ genfter 
ftedEtet, ful&t toie ein ©onnenftral^l Don feinent 9ln8eft(^te ein 

lo Site! ber Qfreube unb ^offnung. S)a l^obt il^t eure ^inber 
Quf ber SEiltfd^meUe in bie ^'6f)t unb beutetet il^nen: „®xtf), 
bQ§ i[t (Sgmont, ber ©rofete ba! gr ift'S ! ©r ift'§, Don bent 
il^r bejfere 3^Wcn, ate eure armen aSciter lebten,* einft gu er« 
marten l^abt." Sa^t eure ilinber ni(j^t bereinft eud^ fragen: 

15 „S35o ift er l^in? 2Bo finb biegeiten l^in, bie il^r Derfprad^t?" 
— Unb fo toed^feln toir SBorte! finb ntii^ig, Derraten il^n. 

<Botft. @(^dmt 6ud^, S3racfenburg! Safet fie nid^t ge== 
todl^ren. ©teuert bent Unl^eiU 
»rttdetiBttrg. Siebe^ Jlldrc^en! toir tooDen gel^en! 2Ba§ 

20 mirb bie 5IKutter fagen? SSieHeid^t — 

mUtd^tn. SWeinjl bu, ic^ fei ein Jlinb, ober toal^nfinnig? 
SBa§ fann Dielleid^t? — SSon biefer fd^redflid^en ©emi^l^eit 
bringft bu mid^ ntit feiner ^offnung toeg, — ^l^r follt ntid^ 
pren, unb il^r toerbet; benn id^ fe^'§, il^r feib beftiirst unb 

25 fount eu(^ felbfl in eurem Sufen nid^t loieberfinben. Sa^t 
burd^ bie gegentodrtige ©efal^r nur einen S9Iidt in ba§ 93er= 
gangene bringen, baS furj SSergangene. Sfflenbet eure @e= 
banfen nad^ ber 3utunft. iJCnnt il^r benn leben? merbet 
il^r, toenn er su ©runbe gel^t? 3Jiit feinem 9ltem fliel^t ber 

30 le^te ^aud^ ber tJfreil^eit, ,2Ba§ tt)ar er eud^? tJfiir men iiber* 
gab er fid^ ber bringenbften ©efa^r? ©eine SBunben flbffen 
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unb J^eilten ttut filr tuS). S)ic gto^c ©ccic, bic mi) aUt 
ttug, befd^t(in!t cin better, unb ©d^auer tiidfifd^cn 9Kotbe§ 
fd^meben um fie l^cr. 6r ben!t DieHe^t an cu(J^, er l^offt auf 
tn6), er, bet nut gu geben, nur gu etfttllen gemol^nt mar. 
3iittmeniteifter« ©eDatter/ fommt, S 

mht^tn. Unb i^ f)ait nii^t 2lrme, nid^t Watt, toit if)x; 
\>o6) ^aV \6), tt)a§ eud^ alien eben f el^It, 9Kut unb SSera(!^tung 
bet ©efal^t, Jl5nnf eud^ ntein 3ltem bod^ entgiinben! f5nnf 
id^ an meinen Sufen btildtenb eud^ etloatmen unb beleben! 
^ommt! 3n eutet SWitte tDitt id^ gel^en! — SBie eine tiaf)nt lo 
m^xlo^ etn eble^ ^eet bon if ttegetn mel^enb anful^tt, fo foil 
mein ©eift um eute ©duptet flammen unb Stebe unb SWut 
ba§ fdfimanfenbe, jetftteute aSolI ju einem fiitd^tetlid^en ©eet 
Deteinigen. 
^ttttt. ©d^aff' fte beifeite, fie bauett ntid^. (»iirg«a6.) 15 
Sradeti^tttg. Sldtd^en! fiel^ft bu nid^t, mo toit finb? * 
^ftrd^eit. SBo? Unlet bent, ©immel, bet fo oft [id) l^ett* 
lid^et ju to5Iben fd^ien, toenn bet ©ble untet tl^m l^etging. 
9lu§ biefen genftetn l^aben fie l^etauSgefel^n, Diet, filnf ildpfe 
iibet einanbet; an biefen SEiiten l^aben fie gefd^attt unb ge» 20 
nidtt, menu et auf bie 5Kemmett l^etabfal^, D, id^ l^atte fie fo 
lieb, to*e fie il^n el^tten! SBftte et SE^tann gemefen, ntSd^ten 
fie immet bot feinem gaUe feitmdttS gel^n. Slbet fie liebten 
il^n! — D il^t ^dnbe, bie il^t an bie 2Wii^en gtifft, gi^^ 
©d^toett fSnnt il^t nid^t gteifen — Stadtenbutg, unb toit? — 25 
©d^elten tt)it fie? — S)iefe 3ltme, bie il^n fo oft feft l^ielten, 
loa^ tun fie fiit il^n? — Sift l^at in bet UBelt fo oiel et« 
teid^t — S)u fennft SBege unb ©tege, fennjt ba§ alte ©d^Iofe. 
6S ift nid^ts unmoglid^, gib mit einen 3lnfd^Iag* 
SradettBitrg. SBenn toit nad^ ^a\x\t gingen! 30 

mux^tn. @ut. 
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fdtaatuHtq. Sort an bcr edc fc^ \^ 3Kba§ SBad^c; lafe 
bO(i^ bie ©timme bcr SScniunf t bir gu C)^tjett bringcn. ^altft 
bu mx^ fiir fcig? ©laubft bu nic^t, bag x^ urn beincttDtHen 
fterben lonntc? ^ter [inb toir beibe toD, x6) fo flut toic bu. 

5 6ie]^[t bu nid^t bn§ Unm5glt(j^c? 2Benn bu bid^ fa^tcft! S)u 
bift au^er bir. 

mftrd^ett. 5lu6er tnir! 9lbf(|eultd^! SBracfenburfl, 3^r 
feib aufeer 6u(^* ®a i^r laut ben ^dhtn \)txtf)xtd, xi)n 
gfrcunb unb ©(j()u^ unb ^offnung ttanntet, il^m SSiDat rieft, 

10 toenn er !am: ba [tanb ic^ in meinem SBinfel, fd^ob ba§ 
tJeufter l^alb auf , Dcrbarg mid^ laufc^enb, unb ba§ ^crj fd^Iug 
mir pl^er aU eu(^ alien. 3ie^t fd^Iftgt ntir'§ toieber p^er 
aU md) alien! ^I^r Derbergt eu^ ba eg not i[t, berleugnet 
i^n unb ftil^It nid^t, ba^ il^r untergel^t, -toenn er Derbirbt, 

15 Sratfettfturg. ifomm nac^ ^aufe. 
m&t^tu. 5Rad^ C>aufe? 

SrarfetiBitrg. Sefinne bid^ nur! ©iel^ bid^ uml S)ieS phb 
bie ©trapen/ bie bu nur fonntdglid^ betratft, burd^ bie bu 
fittfam nad^ ber ^ird^e gingft, too bu ilbertrieben el^rbar 

20 gurnteft, toenn id^ mit einem freunblid^en grii^enben SQBort 

ntid^gu bir gefeHte. 2)u ftcl^ji unb rebeft, l^anbelft t)or ben 

Slugen ber offnen SBelt; befinne bid^, Siebe! SBoju l^ilft eS 

un§? 

mht^tn. ^a^ ^aufe! ^a, i6) beftnne ntid^. ifomnt, 

25 Sradtenburg, m(S) ^aufe! SBeifet bu, loo meinc $eintat 
ift? (9ib.) 
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©efangnid 

burd^ eine fiampe txf^tUi, ein 9lutiebett ^m ®runbe. 

©gmotttaaeln.* 

9nter 3freunb! immcr gctrcuer ©d^Iaf, fltcl^ft bu m\i) au6), 
tt)ic bic ilbrigen tJrcunbc? SBte toiflig fcntteft bu bi(^ auf 
mcin freic§ ^aupt l&etuntcr unb tuJ^Iteft, toit ein fd^fincr 
9n^rtenfran} bet Siebe, mcine ©d^lftfel 9Jlitten unter SBaffen, 
auf ber SBoge be§ SebenS, rul^f ic^ leic^t atmenb, tt)ie ein s 
aufqueUcnber Snabe, in beinen Sltmen* S35enn ©tiitme burd^ 
StDeige unb Sldtter fauften, 9lft unb SBipfel fid^ fnirrenb be* 
tt)egten, blieb innetft bod^ ber ilern beg ^erjen^ ungetegt. 
2BaS fd^iittelt bid^ nun? S3Ba§ etfd^iittert ben feften treuen 
©inn? ^^ filers, e§ ijl ber Jflang ber aJlorbajt, bie an lo 
nteiner SBurjel nafd^t 9lod^ fte^' id^ aufred^t, unb ein tnnrer 
©d^auer burd^fdl^rt ntid^. 3fa, fie ilbertt)inbet, bie Derrdte* 
rifc^e ®ett)aU; fie untergriibt ben feften l^ol^en ©tamm, unb 
el^ bie SRinbe borrt, ftilrjt Irad^enb unb jerfd^metternb beine 
, cffrone* 15 

' SOBarum benn je^t, ber bu fo oft gemalt'ge ©orgen gleid^ 
©eifenblafen bir bom ^aupte loeggemiefen, toarum bermagft 
bu nid^t bie 3l]^nung gu Detfdieud^en, bie taufenbfad^ in bir 
fid^ auf unb nieber treibt? ©eit toann begegnet ber Stob bir 
fiird^terlid^? mit bef[en toed^felnben Silbern, toit mit ben 20 
flbrigen ©eftalten ber getool^nten @rbe, bu gelaffen lebteft. — 
9lud^ ift er'§ nid^t, ber rafd^e Seinb, bem bie gefunbe SSruft 
metteifernb fid^ entgegenfe^nt; ber Jferfer ift'S, be§ ®rabe§ 
SSorbilb, bem ^elben toit bem tJeigen toiberlid^. Unleiblid^ 
toarb mir'§ fd^on auf meinem gepolfterten ©tul&Ie, toenn in 2$ 
ftattlid^er Serfammlung bie tfiirften, toa^ leid^t ju entfd^eiben 
toax, mit toieberfel^renben ©efprftd^en ilberlegten unb gmifd^en 
biiftern SBdnben eine§ ©aal§ bie S3al!en ber ®edfe mid^ er= 
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brucftcm ®a cilt' xS) fort, foBalb c§ mCglid^ toax, unb rafd^ 
auf§ ^fcrb mit tiefem ^Itemjuge. Unb frifc^ l^inauS, ha too 
tPtr l^ingel^firen! inS Qfelb, tuo au§ bet @rbc bampfenb jcbc 
ndd^ftc SBol^Itat ber 9latur, unb burci^ bie ^imntct tt)c]^enb 

S aflc ©egen ber ©eftirne* un§ umtoittern; too mx, bent crb» 
gebornen 3iiefen^ gleid^, Don ber SSerlil^rung unfrer 9Kutter 
frdf tiger un§ in bie^Cl^e reifeen; too toir bie 9Jlenf(3^]^eit ganj 
unb menf(3^Iid^e Segier in aflen 3tbern fii^Ien; too ba§ 35er» 
langen, Dorpbringen, gu befiegen, gu erl^afdfien, feine Qfauft 

lo gu braud^en, gu befi^en, gu erobern, inxS) bie ©eele beS 
jiungen 3fdger§ glu^t; too ber ©olbat fein angeborneS 9led^t 
auf aUc SBelt mit xa\i)tm ©d^ritt ^xi) anntafet unb in f urd^ter* 
lid^er Qfreil^eit toie ein ^ageltoetter burd^ SBiefe, 3^elb unb 
SBalb berberbenb ftrei^t unD feine ©rengen fennt, bie 

15 9Kenfd^enl^anb gegogen. 

®u bift nur 35ilb, 6rinnerung§traum be§ ®IM^, bag id^ 
fo lang befeffen; too ^at bid^ ba§ ©efd^icf Derrdterifd^ I)inge* 
fiil^rt? SSerfagt e§ bir, ben nie gefd^euten Sob im 2lngefid^t 
ber Sonne rofd^ gu g5nnen, um bir be§ ®rabe§ SSorgefd^madE 

20 im efein SJlober gu bereiten? SSie l^aud^t er mic^ au^ biefen 
©teinen toibrig an! ©d^on ftarrt ba§ Seben, bor bem 9lu^es 
bettc tote bor bem ©rabe fd^eut ber ^^ufe. — 

D ©orge! ©orgel bie bu bor ber 3^it ben 9Horb beginnft, 
la^ ail — ©eit toann ift ©gmont benn aHein, fo gang atlein 

25 in biefer SBelt? ®id^ mad^t ber S^n\d ]^ilf(o§,^ nid^t ba§ 
©lildE. SP i)te ©ered^tigfeit be§ ^onig§, ber bu tebenSlang 
Dertrauteft, ift ber Stegentin 9freunbfd^aft, bie faft (bu barfft 
e§ bir geftel^n), faft Siebe toar, Jinb fie auf einmal toie ejn 
gidngenb Qfeuerbilb ber 9lad^t t)erfd^tounben unb laffen bid^ 

30 aflein auf bunfelm ^fab guriid? SfiSirb an ber ©pi^e beiner 
tJreunbe Dranien nid^t toagenb finnen? SQBirb nid^t ein 38 ol! 
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fid^ fommcln unb mit anf(3^tt)et(cnbcr ©cmalt ben alten 
Sfrcunb erretten? 

O l^altet, SHaucrn, bie il^r mi(^ einfd^IicBt, f o Dieler ©eifter 
mol^Igenteinte^ ©rdngcn nidfit Don mir ab; unb meld^er 9Jlut 
au§ meinen 2lugen fonft \xii uber fie ergofe, bet tel^re nun qu§ s 
il^ren ^erjen in meineS mieber. O [a, fie rul^ren fid^ gu 
SEaufenben! fie !ommenl ftel^en mir gur ©eite! S^r frommer 
S33unfd^ eilt bringenb ju bent ^immel, er bitlet urn ein 
SBunber. Unb fteigt gu meiner 3iettung nid^t ein ©ngel 
nieber, fo fel^' id^ fie radf) 8anj' unb ©d^mcrtern greifen, 2)ie lo 
Sore fpalten fid^, bie ©itter fpringen, bie 5Wauer ftttrgt t)or 
il^ren ^dnben ein, unb ber Q^rei^eit be§ einbred^enben S^ogeS 
fteigt @gntont fro]^li(^ entgegen. SBie mand^ befannt ©efic^t 
empfdngt-mid^ jaud^jenb! 2ld^, ^Idrd^en, todrft bu 9Wann, fo 
fd^' ic^ bid^ gemife aud^ ^ier juerft unb banfte bir, loaS einem is 
^i^nigc gu banfen l^art ift, greil^eit. 



^tSrd^cn« $au§.i 

Stldt^en Cfommt tnlt ctnet fiain^)c unb clncm ®Iq8 SBaffct au8 ber ftcmmcr; lie 
fcfrt boS ®to8 ouf ben 2:if(| unb trltt anS gcnftcr). 

SradEenburg? ©eib Sf)r'§? 2Ba§ ^5rt' id^ benn? 5»od^ 
niemonb? 6§ mar nientanb! 3d^ toill bie Sontpe in§ S^enfter 
fe^en, bafe er fiel^t, id^ mac^e nod^, id^ toarte nod^ auf il^n. @r 
l^at mir 3la6)xx6)t Derfprod^en. 5lad^rid^t? gntfe^Iid^e @e= 20 
mifel&eit! — ggmont Derurteilt! — S33eld^ ©erid^t barf i^n 
forbern? Unb fie Derbammen il^n! S)er Sfinig berbammt 
il^n? ober ber^ergog? Unb bie 3iegentin entgiel^t fic^! Dranien 

gaubert unb aHe feine tJreunbe! 3ift bie§ bie SBelt, Don 

beren S5Ban!eImut, UnjuDerldffigfeit id^ Diel gel^ort unb nid^t§ 25 
empfunben l^abe? 3ft bie§ bie SBelt? — SSer mdre b6§ ge* 
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nug, ben Scucrn onjufcinben? SBdrc 93o§^cit tnod^tifl fienug, 
ten aflgemein ©rlannten fd^nell ju ftttrjien? ^oi) i[t c§ fo — 
cS ift ! — - D ggmont fi(3^er l^idt id^ bici^ tjor @ott unb 9Wcn. 
fd)en, tPte in meincn2ltmen! S33a§ mar t(J^ bit? 3)u l^aft mid^ 

S be in genonnt, mein gonjeS Ceben mibmete iij beinem Seben. 
— 2Ba§ bin id^ nun? S8crgeben§ ftrect' xi) nai) ber ©d^Iingc, 
bie bic^ fofet, bie ^onb au§. 2)u ^ilfloS, unb id^ frei!— $ier 
ift ber ©d^liifjel gu mcincr 3:Urc. 3ln meiner 2Bifl!iir l^dngt 
mein ©e^en unb ntcin Jf ommen, unb bir bin id^ gu nid^t§! 

lo O, binbet mid^, bamit id^ nid^t Derjmeifle; unb tnerft 

ntid^ in ben tiefften ^erfer, bafe x6^ boS ^aupt an feud^te 
3JlQuern fdf)Iage, nad^ ??rci^eit tninfle, trdunte, tnie id^ il^m 
l^elfen mollte, mnn 3fe[jeln mid^ nid^t Idl^mten. mie id^ il^m 
l^elfen milrbe* — 9lun bin id^ frei! Unb in ber ^^^^i^^it liegt 

15 bie 3lng[t ber Ol^nmad^t. — 9Kir fclbft bettju^t, nid^t fd^ig. 
ein ®Iieb nad^ feiner ^ilfe gu riil^ren. %d) leiber, aud^ ber 
fleine Steil Don beinem SBefen, bein Jfldrd^en, ift mie bu ge« 
fangen unb regt getrennt im StobeSlrampfe nur bie le^ten 
^rdfte. — 3id^ l^ore fd^Ieid^en, l^uften — Sradfenburg — er 

20 iff §! — glenber guter ^Kann, bein ©d^idffat bleibt fid^ immer 
gleid^; bein fitebd^en 5ffnet bir bie ndd^tlid^e SEilr, unb ad^! ju 
ttjeld^ unfeliger 3uf^w^ntenfunft! 

©radcnburg trltt Quf. 

mik^tn. S)u lommft fo bleid^ unb fd^iid^tern, 93radEen« 
buxglmogiff^? 
25 ©torfeitbtttg. ^nx6) Ummege unb ©efal^ren fud^' id^ bid^ 
auf. 2)ie grofeen ©trofeen finb befe^t; burd^ ©d^d^cn unb 
burd^ SBinfel i)aV xS) mid^ ju bir geftol^Ien. 
matt^en. erjd^r, mte ift'g? 

Stocfcttbtttg (inbcm ct [idf fefrt). 2ld^, i?Idre, lofe mid^ meinen. 
30 ^i) liebf il^n nid^t. 6r mar ber reid^e 2Kann* unb lorfte beg 
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Slrntcn einsige^ ©d^af jur bcffern SBeibc ^eriiber. ^6) i)aV 
'ifyx nie be tflucj^t; @ott l^ot nn(| irpii[ji|p|ij^|ffn uTt^fp^tr^T 

lU ©(^me'rjen flofe mein Sefien bon mir nicbet, unb ju t)et= 

inad^ten ^offf ic^ jeben 3:ag* 

mari^ctt. aSetfit^ ba§, Sracfenburg! SBcrgife bid^ felbft. s 
©pric^ mir Don i^m! 3ffg toa^r! 3ft cr Derutteilt? 

©tacfcitbtttg. (5r i[t'§! i(]^ roeife e^ ganj genau. 

mati^cit. Unb lebt nod^? 

93ta(!enbtttQ. 3a, er lebt ncxi^. 

mati^ctt. SBie miDft bu bag Derfic^ern? — 5)ie S^rannei lo 
crmorbct in bcr 5Rac^t ben |)errli(^en! SSor aflen 2lugen Der^ 
borgen flieBt fein Slut* ^tngftlid^ im ©(^lafe Hcgt ba§ be* 
tdubte SSoH unb trdumt Don JRettung, trduntt t^re§^ o]^n= 
mdd^tigen SBunfc^eg ©rfuHung, inbeg, unmiClig iiber ung, 
jein ©eift bie 2BeU oerldfet, 6r i[t ba^in! — 3:duf(3^e mid) 15 
nid^t! bid^ nid^t! 

Syorfcttbiurg* 5Rein, gemi^, cr lebt! — Unb leiber! e§ be* 
reitet ber ©panier bem SSolfe, ba§ er gertreten mill, ein 
furd^terlid^eg ©c^aufpiel, gemaltfam iebe§ ^erj, ba§ nad^ 
tJreil^eit fic^ regt, auf emig 5U gerfnirfc^en. 20 

^lari^eit. ga^re fort unb fj)rid^ gelaffen aud^ mein 5:obe§« 
urteil au§! ^i) manble ben feligen ©efitben fc^on nd^er 
unb ndl^er, mir mc^t ber Jroft au§ jenen ©egenben be§ 
gfriebenS fd^on ^eriiber. ©ag* an. 

©tocfenbtttg. ^i) fount' e§ an ben 2Ba(^en merfen, au§ 25 
SReben, bie balb ba, balb bort fielen, bafe auf bem 5Eftarfte 
ge^eimni§t)on ein ©d^redEni§ gubereitct merbe. ^6) fd^tic^ 
burd^ ©eitenmege, burd^ belannte ©dnge nac^ meineS SSettern 
^aufc unb fa"^ au§ einem ^inlerfenfter nad^ bem 5Jtarfte. — 
6§ mel^ten 3=adEeIn in einem meitenSreife fpanifd^er©oIbaten 30 
l^in unb mieber. ^^ fd^drfte mein ungemo^nteg 3luge, unb 
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QU§ ber 3tai)t ftieg mir ein fdimarje^ ©eriift entgegcn, qt^ 
rduntig, ^06); mir graufte Dor bem 2lnbUcf. ©efd^dftig 
maren Dielc ringgum^cr bemii^t, it)d§ nod^ Don ^ol^merf 
mei^ unb fic^tbor mar, mit fd^morjem %n(i) etnl^unenb gu Der= 

5 fleiben. S)ie Sreppen becfteu fie jule^t and) fd^morg, ic^ fa^ 
e§ n)ol)I. ©ie fd^ienen bie 2Beibe eineg grofelid^en Opfer^ bor= 
bcreitenb ju begcl^n. 6in loei^eg ^rujipi, ba§ burd^ bie 
9lad^t mie ©ilber blinlte, morb an ber einen ©eite l^od^ auf« 
gejiedt* ^i) fal^, iinb fal^ bie fd^recflic^e ©emife^eit immer 

10 gemiffer. 3loi) manften i^addn ijk unb ba ^erum; aKmdl^s 
lid^ tt)idf)en [ic unb erlofd^en. 5luf einmal mar bie fd^eu^Hd^e 
©eburt ber 5lad^t in i^rer TOutter ©d^o^ jurUdfgetel^rt* 

motci^ett. ©tin, Sracfenburg! 5iun ftitt! Safe biefe |)iille 
auf meiner ©eele rul^n* SSerfd^munben finb bie ©efpenfter, 

IS unb bu, ^olbe 9lad^t, leil^ beinen SJiantel ber 6rbe, bie in fid^ 
gcirt; fie tragt nid^t Idnger bie abfd^eulic^e Saft, reifet il&re 
tiefen ©pallen graufenb auf unb fnirfd)t bag SKorbgeriift 
l^inunter. Unb irgenb einen 6ngel fenbet ber ©ott, ben fie 
jum 3^U9^^ ^^^^^ SSut gefd^dnbet; Dor be§ S3oten l^eiliger 

20 Seriil^rung I5fen fid^ 9liegel unb Sanbe, unb er umgiefet ben 

greunb mit milbem ©d^immer; er fu^rt i^n burc^ bie 5iad^t 

jur tJreil^ett fanft unb ftiH.^ Unb aud^ mein SBeg ge^t ^eim= 

lid^ in biefer SDuntel^eit, i^m ju begegnen. 

Stocfettbtttgcfieauf^Qitenb). ^Keiu ^inb,tt)o^in? ma^magftbu? 

25 ^(ott^en* Seife, Sieber, bafe niemanb ermadt)e! bafe mir 
un§ felbft nic^t mecfen! ffennft bu bieg S^fd^d^en, 33racfen= 
burg? 3><^ tt^i^tn bir'§ fd^erjenb, al§ bu mit ubereiltem 2:ob 
oft ungebulbig bro^teft. — Unb nun, mein tJreunb — 
©roifettbtttg. 3n alter |)eiligen Stamen! — 

30 morci^ett. 2)u l^inberft nii^tg. 3:ob ift mein SEeil! unb 
gonne mir ben fanften fd^nellen 2:ob, ben bu bir felbft be^ 
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rcitctcft. @xb mir bcine ©onb! — 3!m Slugcnblict, ba x^ bie 
bunlle ^f orte Ptoftne, au§ bcr lein aiiicfrocg ift/ lonnt' ic^ mit 
Dtejem ^ftnbebrud bit fagen: mic fe^r id) Vx6) geliebt, toie 
fe^r x6) hid) bejammett. SJlein ^rubcr ftarb mir jung; bid^ 
mdl^lt' id), feine ©telle gu erfe^en. 6§ miberfprac^ bein ^erj* 5 
unb quftlte \xd) unb m^, bu Derlangtcfi' l^eife unb immer ^eifeer, 
ma§ bir nidit befc^ieben raar. S8ergi6 mir unb leb' mot}U 
£a^ mi(J^ bid^ 33ruber nenncn! 6§ ift ein 5iame, bcr Diel 
Stamen in fid^ fa^t. 5Rimm bie le^te fc^one Slume ber ©d^ei= 
benben mit treuem ^erjen ah — nimm biefen ^ufe — 5)er 10 
Stob Dereinigt aiit^, 5}radtenburg, un§ benn and). 

93raifettbttr0. ©0 lap mid^ mit bir fterben! SEeile! SEeile! 
63 ift genug, jmei Ceben au^julofd^en. 

^oti^cit. Sleib! bu foflft leben, bu fannft leben. — Stel^ 
meiner aJlutter bet, bie o^ne bid^ in ?lrmut fid^ Derje^rcn 15 
miirbe. @ei i^r, tt)a3 ic^ i^r md)i mtf)x fein fann; lebt ju« 
fammen unb bemeint mid^. Semeint bag SSaterlanb unb ben, 
ber e§ aflctn erl^alten fonnte. S)a§ l^eutige ©efd^le^t mirb 
biefen jammer nid^t lo§; bie SSut ber SRad^e felbft Dermag il^n 
nid^t ju tilgen. fiebt, i^r ?lrmen, bie 3eit nod^ l&in, bie feine 20 
3eit me^r ift. ^eut fte^t bie aOBelt auf einmal ftill; e§ ftodEt 
i^r ^reiSlauf, unb mein ^ul§ fc^Idgt laum nod^ ttjenige 
2Kinuten. £eb' mo^l! • 

S3taifettbttrQ. D, lebe bu mit un§, ttjie mir fUr bid^ aflein! 
2)u toteft un§ in bir, leb* unb leibe. 2Bir moKen unger* 25 
trennlid^ bir gu beiben ©eiten ftel^n, unb immer ac^tfam foK 
bie Stebe ben f^onften Stroft in i^ren lebenbigen ?lrmen bir 
bereiten. ©ei unfer! Unfer! 3c^ barf nid^t fagen, mein. 

^latfi^eit. Seije, 58ra(f enburg ! 5)u fiil^Ift nic^t, maS bu 
rii^rft. 2Bo ^offnung bir erfd()eint, ift mir SJerjmeif lung. 30 

83ra(!eitbttr0. 3:eile mit ben Cebenbigen bie ^offnung! 
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fBtxmxV am SRanbc be§ 2Ibgrunb§, fdiau' ^xnai unb fiel^ auf 

un§ guriidE . 
^tarci^ctt. 3(f) l^afi' uberttjunben, ruf mtd^) ntd^it tDteber 

gum ©treit. 
5 SJtorfcitbtttg. ©u bift bctdubt; gepCt in 3ta^t, fud^ftbu 

bic Siefc* 5io(^ ift nicf)t jebeS 2i(i)t erlofd^en, nod^ tnan(3^cr 

Sag! — 
msti^ctt* SBel^! iiber V\6) mi)l m^l ©raufam get* 

tci^eft bu ben SBorl^Qng bor meincm 5luge» ^a, er it)trb 
lo graucn, bet Sag! bcrgebenS afle 9?ebel urn fid^ giel^n unb 

n)iber SBiDcn grauen! tJurd^tfam fd^aut bet SSurgcr au§ 

fcincm S^enftcr, bie 9lad^t lafet ctncn fd^matgen gleden guriidf; 

er fd^aut, unb furd^tcrlid^ Md^ft im Sid^tc ba§ 9D?orbgerii[t-. 

5Reu leibcnb ttjcnbet ba§ cntmei^te ©ottcsbilb fein flel^enb 5lugc 
15 gum SSatcr auf. ®ic ©onne toagt fid^ nic^t l^erDor; fie ttjitt 

bic ©tunbc nid^t begeidjnen, in bet cr fterben, foil* Srftge 

gel^n bie S^W^^ ^^^^^ 2Beg, unb einc ©tunbe nad^ bet anbern 

fd^Iagt. ^alt! ^altl nun ift e§ 3eit! mid^ fd^eud^t be§ 
• 9Korgen§ Sll^nung in ba§ ©tab* (@ic tritt ans gcnrter, ai» m^ fic 

jic^ um, unh trlnft ]§elmU(|.) 

20 ©roefciiBttrg. ^liire! Jllftrel 

^ISrii^eit (gc^ nac§ bem Slfd^ unb trlnft ba8 SBaffcr). |)icr ift bet 

SReftl 3d^ lode bid^ nid^t nad^. %\x, m^ bu barf ft, leb' 
lt)o]^I. S5fd^e biefe Sampe ftifl unb ol^nc S^Jubern, id^ gel^' 
gut SRul^e* ©d^Ieid^e bid^ fad^te meg, giel^e bie 2;iir nad^ bit 

25 gu. ©tilll SBedfe meine 9D?utter nid^t! ®t^, tette bid^! 

SRette bid^, menu bu nid^t mein 9D?orber fd^einen miHft. m.) 

StocfenBittg. @ie Id^t mic^ gum le^tenmale, mie immer. 

O, I5nnte eine SMcnfd^enfeele fiil^Ien, mic fie ein liebenb ^erg 

gerrei^en !ann. ©ie Id^t mid^ ftel^n, mir felber iiberlaffen; 

30 unb iob unb Seben ift mir gleid^ Derl^a^t. — 2lHein gu fter= 
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ben! — SBeint, il^t Siebcnben! Stem l^drtcr ©d^idEfat ift aU 
mem§! @ic teilt tnit mir ben 2:Dbe§tro|)fen unb fc^tcft mxi) 
tt)egl t)on if)xtx ©eite toegl ©te gtel^t mid^ nai), unb fto^t 
in§ Scben mtd^ guriicf* D ©gmont, toeld^ prei^mflrbig £o§ 
fallt bit! @ie gel&t boran; bet Itranj beS @ieg§ au§ i^rer 5 
^anb ift bein, jte bringt ben ganjen |)immel bit entgegen! — 
Unb foH i^ folgen? mteber feitmart^ jtel^n? ben unau§I5fd^= 
lid^en 9letb in jene SBol^nungen^ l^iniiberttagen? — 2luf 6rben 
ift lein S3Ieiben ntel^r fUr mxS), unb ©511* unb ©immel bietcn 
gleid^e QuaL SBie ttJdre bet SSernid^tung ©d^recfen^l^anb 10 
bent UngliidEfeligen h)itIfomnten! 

Srodenburg ge^t ab ; ha^ Zfitatex Wibt elnige 3elt untoerSitbert ffitne SKurtl, 

Stl&x^tni Zoh bejei(3^nenb, beglnnt ; bte Sam^e, totidit ©radenBurg au8aul9f(3^en 

bergeffen, flamntt nod^ einigemal auf, harm txl\\^t fie. Salb betloanbelt ft(^ bet 

@(i^au))Ia^ in hai 

® c f d n g n 1 8. 

e g m n t Itegt fcj&lofenb auf bent JRui^ebette. ($8 eittftel&t ein (Setaffel mit ©(j^tiifTeln, 

unb bie ZHt tut ft(ft auf. S)iener mit godeln treten l^erein; tl&nen fotgt Serbia 

nanbr fttf>ai @o]^n, unb @ilba, begleitet toon ©etoajfneten. (i^gntont fdi^ctauS 

bem ©(j^laf auf. 

egwbtit* SBer feib il^r, bie il^r mir unfreunblid^ ben 
©d^Iaf t)on ben 5lugen fd^flttelt? a33a§ Itinben eure tto^igen, 
unfid^ern Slidfe mir an? S33arum biefen furd^terlid^en 2l"uf:= 
gug? SBeld^en ©d^redEen§traum fommt il^r ber l^albermad^ten 15 
©eele Dorgulflgen? 

@ift>a. Xln§ fd^idft ber C^^^^i^fl/ '^^^ ^^^^ U^t^il ^^P= 
fiinbigen. 

©gnwitt. Sringft bu ben $en!er aud^ mit, e§ ju Dofl« 
giel^en? 20 

@ift>a. SSernimm e§, fo loirft bu miffen, toa§ beiner 
toartet* 

@0moitt* ©0 giemt e§ eud^ unb euetm fd^dnblid^en Se* 
ginnen! 3n 5Rad^t gebrutet unb in 5Rad^t DoKfiil^tt. ©0 
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tnag bicfc fred^ %at bcr Ungcrci^^tigtcit [\6) Dcrbcrgcn! — 
2:ritt lill^n 'f)txt)ox, bcr bu ba§ ©d^iocrt DcrJ^ilUt unter bcm 
SBantcI trdflft: l^icr ifl mcin ^aupt, bo§ frctcjtc, baS j|c bie 
2:9rannei t)om SRuntpf flcriffcn* 
5 @lba. ®u trrft! SBoS gercci^tc JRid^tcr bcfci^Iicfecn, locr* 
ben jtc t)orm Slngcfid^t bcS SagcS nid^t tjerbcrgcn* 

(Sgwottt* ©0 ilberftcigt bic gfrc^l^eit jebcn Segrijf unb 
®cban!cn. 

^\l\»a (ntmmt einem ^aUi^tt^htn hai Urteil a'b, entfaltel'8 unb ttefl). 

„3m 5lomctt bc§ Jl5mgS unb Iraft bcfonbcrcr, Don ©cincr 

lo aWajeftdt un§ ilbcrtrageiien ©emalt, aDe feinc Unfertanen, 

tt)C§ ©tanbcS fie fcien, juglcid^ bic Slitter be§ golbnen SSIicfcS 

ju rid^tcn, erfennen toir — " 

egmotit. ^ann bic bcr Jlfinig ilbcrtragcn? 

(Slliia. „6rlennen totr, na(^ Dorgftngiger genauer, gefe^« 

IS lid^er Unterfui^ung, bid^ ^einrid^^ ©rafen 6gmont, ^rinjen 

t)on ©aure, be§ ©od^tjcrrateS fd^ulbig unb fpred^en baS Urtcil: 

ba^ bu ntit ber gfrul^e be§ einbred^enben 3JlorgenS au§ bcm 

iJerfer auf ben ^Karlt gefill^rt unb bort Dorm 2lngefid^t be§ 

S8oIf§ jur SQBarnung alter SJerrdter mit bent ©d^merte t)om 

2o Seben gum SEobc gebrad^t ttjcrbcn foKcft. ©egeben Sriilfel 

im" (5)otum unb Sa^rja^l toetben unbcutlid^ gctcfen, fo, bo| flc bet 3u^5rer 

ntd^t tocrfte^t) ^^ferbiuaub, ^erjog Don 2llbo, 

SBorft^er beS ©erid^ts bcr 3tt)dlfe/'* 
®u toeifet nun bein ©d^idffal; c§ bicibt bir ttjcnige 3^*^ 
25 bid^ brein ju ergeben, bein ©au§ ju bcftellen* unb Don ben 
S)einigen 5lbfd^ieb gu nel^mcn. 

(@iU>a mit bent (S^efolge ge^t af>. <S$ blei'bt ^erbtnanb unb itt)et fjfacfeltt; baS 
Sweater tft ntftfeig erleuc^tet) 

Ggltumt C§at eine SBeite, in fid^ toerfenit, ftiOe geftanben unb ^illia, o^ne {{(^ 
nmittfe^, abge^cn taffen. (£t glaubt fi($ aOein, unb bq er bie ^u%ta auf^ebt,! 
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erMttft et «rba* ©o^it). ®u jlcl^fl urtb'Mtit?p?' 9Bitt|l bit ntciti 
grftaunen, ntcin ©ntfc^en no(^ inx6) bcinc ©cgcntport Dcr» 
mcl^rcn? SBiDft bu nod^ ctma bic tpilllommnc Sotfi^aft 
beincm SSater bringen, ba^ i(^ unmftnnl^ t)crjtt)ctfle? ©cl^! 
©ag' il^m, fag' il^m, ba^ cr toebcr mid^, nod^ bic SBclt bclilgt. 5 
3f]^m, bcm 3iu]^mfild^tigen, h)trb man e§ etft Winter ben 
©(^ultcrn leifc Ix^ptln, bann tout unb toutcr fagen, unb njcnn 
er ctnfl Don biefcm ©ipfel l^erabflcigt, ttjctben toufcnb ©tint* 
men e§ il^m entgegen tufen: 3lxS)t baS SBo^I bc§ ©taat3, 
nid^t bie SBtttbe be§ i?6nig§, nid^t bie Sluice ber ^rotjingen 10 
l^aben il^n l^ierl^er gebrad^t. Um fein felbfl ttJtDen f)at er itrteg 
geratcn, ba^ ber Urieger tm Sriege gelte. @r f)at btcfe un:= 
gel^eure 35erroirrung erregt, bamit man feiner bebilrfe* Unb 
xi) faUe, ein Dpfer feine§ niebrigen ^ajfeS, feineS tleinlid^en 
SleibeS. ^a, x^ mx^ e§, unb id^ barf e§ fagen, ber ©ter* 15 
benbe, ber tfiblid^ SSerttJunbete lann e§ fagen: mid^ l^at^ber 
gingebilbete bcneibet; mtd^ megjutilgen, l^at er tonge gefonnen 
unb gebad^t. 

©d^on bamal^,* alS tt)tr nod^ jflnger mit SBftrfeIn fpielten 
unb bie |)aufen ©olbeS, einer nad^ bem anbern, Don feiner 20 
©eite gu mir l^erilbereilten, ba ftanb er grimmig, log ®e= 
tof[en]^eit, unb innerlid^ bergel^rte il^n bie Srgerni§,^ mel^r 
ilber mein ®Iili, al§ fiber feinen SBerluft* 9lod^ crinnerc id^ 
mid^ be§ f unlelnben S3IidE§, ber berrciterifd^en ^l&^t, aU mir 
an einem ftffentlid^en gfefte bor Dielen taufenb 2Jienfd^en um 25 
bie SBette fd^offen* 6r f orbertc mid^ auf , unb beibc Jlationen 
ftanben; bie ©Jxinier, bie 9liebertonber toetteten unb mftnfd^s 
ten* ^d) ftbermanb il^n; feine ^ugel trrte, bie meine traf ; 
ein touter fjreubenfd^rei ber SKeintgen burd^brad^ bic Suft. 
9lun trifft mid^ fein ©efd^o^. ©ag* il^m, ba^ id^'§ mei^, bafe 30 
id^ il^n !enne, bafe bie SBelt jebe ©tegSjeid^en Dcrad^tet, bie ein 
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Uctner^Htt>rf$IeR|'cTlb'.j\(^ aufrii^tct. Unb bu! mnn 
einem ©o^nc moglii^ ift, tjon bet ©itte be§ 33ater§ gu tDeid^en, 
iibc bcijciten bte ©(fyjitt, inbcm bu b^ fur ben fiJ^dmjt, ben 
bu geme t)on gan^em ^ergen Derel^ren mod^teft. 

5 gfetblnattb. ^6) fjbxt h\6) an, ol^ne bi(^ gu unterbred^en! 
®eine aSormilrfe laften tok Seulfd^ldge auf cinen ^elnt; x^ 
fiil^Ie bie 6rf(!()utterung, aber id^ bin bemaffnet. S)u triffft 
mx^, bu bermunbeft mid^ nid^t; fiil^Ibar ift mir aHein bet 
©d^metg, ber mir ben Sufen gerrei^t. SBel^e mir! SBel^el 

lo 3n einem fold^en 2lnbIidE bin x^ "aufgemad^fen, ju einem 
fold^en ©d^aufpiele bin x^ gefenbet! 

^rn^nt. S)u brid^ft in Slagen au§? SBq§ tttl^rt, maS be=: 
fiimmert bid^? Sft e§ eine fpdte SReue, ba^ bu ber fd^nb= 
lid^en SSerfd^ttJorung beinen ®ien[t geliel^en? S)u bift fo jung 

15 unb l^aft ein gliidflid^e^ 2lnfe]^n* S)u ttjarft fo jutraulid^, fo 
freunblid^ gegen mid^. ©0 lang id^ bid^ fal^, mar id^ mit 
beinem SSater berfol^nt. Unb eben fo berftellt, berfteHter al§ 
er, lodft bu mid^ in ba§ 5Re^, 5)u bift ber 5lbfd^eulid^e! 
2Ber il^m traut, mag er e§ auf feine ©efal^r tun; aber mer 

20 fiird^tete ©efal^r, bir gu bertrauen? ®e^! ©el^l SRaube mir 
nid^t biemenigen^lugenblicfc! &ti), ba^ id^ mid^ fammie, bie 
SBelt unb bid^ guerft t)ergef[e! — 

^etbinattb. 2Ba§ foH id^ bir fagen? 3d^ fte^e unb fe^e 
bid^ an, unb fel^e bid^ nid^t unb fiil^Ie mid^ nid^t. ©oH id^ 

25 mid^ entfd^ulbigen? ©oH id^ bir berfid^ern, bafe id^ erft fpat, 
erft gang gule^t be§ 3Sater§ 5lbfid^ten erful^r, bafe id^ al§ ein 
gegmungeneS, ein leblofeS SBerfgeug feineS SBiHenS l^anbelte? 
aSag frud^tcfg, meld^e 5Jteinung bu Don mir l^aben magft? 
S)u bift Derloren; unb id^ Ungliidlic^er ftel^e nur ba, um bir'S 

30 gu Derfid^ern, um bid^ gu bejammern. 

egwDitt* SBeld^e fonberbare ©timme, meld^ ein uner* 
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toattcfcr %xo^ bcgegnet tnir auf bcm SBege jum ©rabc? S)u, 
©ol^n meineS erften, meineS faft einjigen 3^etnbc§, bu be= 
bauerft tnic^, bu btft nic^t imter metnen SJiorbcrn? ©age, 
rebel gfilr tDen foH i^ bid^ l^olten? 

^crblitottb. ©raufomer SSater! 3cl, x6) ertenne bi(^. in s 
biefem Sefel^Ie. S)u fannteft mein ^erg, tneine ©efinnung, bie 
bu fo oft al§ grbteil einer gdrtlid^en SKutter fd^alteft aBi(| 
bit glei(| gu bilben, fanbteft bu mx6) l^ierl^er. S)tcfcn SKann 
am 9lanbe be§ gdl^nenben @rabe§, in bet ©emalt eine§ tt)ifl= 
!iirli(3^en 3:obe§ gu fel^en, smingft bu mx^, bafe i^ ben tiefften lo 
©(j^merj empfinbe, bag i(!() taub gegen alle§ ©(J^icffal, ba^ i^l 
unenipfinbliij^ tDerbe, e§ gefd^iel^e mit, toa^ ttJoDe. 

©gwottt. 3(i^ erftaune! 3^affe bid^! ©tel^e, rebe toie ein 
9Kann. 

^etbiitoitb. D, ba^ id^ ein SBeib tDftrel S)afe man mir 15 
fagen fonnte: tDag riil^rt hxi)? tt)a§ fid^t bid^ an? ©age mir 
ein grofeereg, ein ungel^eurereS libel, mad^e mid^ gum 3^ugen 
einer fd^redlid^ern 2at; id^ mill bir banfen, id^ mill fagen: e§ 
mar nid^t§^ 

egniDitt* S)u berlierjl bid^. So bift bu ? 20 

fjerblnaitb. 2a^ biefe 8eibenfd()aft rafen, la^ mid^ Io§ge« 
bunben flagcn! 3[d^ mill nidfjt ftanbl^aft fd^einen, menu alle§ 
in mir gufammenbrid^t. S)id^ foil id^ l^ier fel^n? — 2)id^?-^ 
e§ ift entfe^tid^I 2)u berftel^ft mid^ nid^t! Unb foHft bu mid^ 
bcrftel^en? (Sgmont! @gmont! (s^mumbcn^atefanenj).) 25 

i&qmont 26fe mir ba§ ©el^eimni^* 

^erbinanb. Sein ©e'^eimniS. 

©gmont. SBie bemegt bic^ fo tief ba§ ©d^idffal etneS frem:« 
ben 2Jianne§? 

fjcrblttanb. 5Rid^t fremb! ®u bift mir nid^t fremb^ 2)ein 30 
9iame mar'§, bet mir in meiner erften ^ugcnb gleid^ einem 
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©tern bc§ ^trnmcte cntgcgcnlcud^tetc. SBic oft f)aV i(S) naS) 
bit; gel^ord^t, gefragt! ®e§ Jlinbcg ^offnung ift bcr 3ilng« 
ling, bc§ 3>ungling§ bcr 9Jiann. ©o bijl bu Dor ntir ]^cr= 
g.efd^ritten; tmmcr Dor, unb ol^nc 9lcib fal^ id^ bid^ bor unb 

5 fd^ritt bir nad^, unb fort unb fort* 5Run l^offf id^ cnblid^ 
btd^ gu fcl^cn, unb \af) bid^, unb mein ©crj flog bir entgcgcn* 
.2)td^ l^att' id^ mir beftimmt unb todl^Itc bid^ auf^ neue, ba ic^ 
bid^ fal^* 5lun l^offf id^ crft mit bir ju fcin, mit bir ju Icbcn, 
bid^ gu faffcn, bid^ — 3)a§ ift nun atte§ toeggefd^nittcn, unb 

lo id^ fel^e bid^ l^icrl 

egwottt* aWcin fjreunb, tocnn cS bir tool^Itun fann, fo 

nimm bie SBcrfid^erung, ba^ im crftcn Slugcnblid ntcin ®c« 

^ miit bir cntgegcnftim. Unb l^flrc mid^* 2a^ unS cin rul^igcS 

SBort untcr einanber toed^feln* ©age mir: ift e§ ber ftrenge, 

15 ernfte SBiHe beineS aSaterS, mid^ ju tfiten? 
fjerbiitottb* gr ift'g. 

C^gwont* ®iefe§ Urteil toftre nid^t ein leereS ©d^redfbitb, 
mid^ JU angftigen, burd^ 3^urd^t unb ©rol^ung ju ftrafen, ntid^ 
gu erniebrigen unb bann mit ttniglid^er ©nabe mid^ toieber 

20 aufgul^eben? 

fjerbinattb. 5lein, od^ leiber nein ! 3lnf angS fd^meid^Ite 
id^ mir felbft mit biefer au^ttjeid^enben ©offnung; unb fd^on 
ba empfanb id^ Slngft unb ©d^merj, bi^ in biefem Sitft^^l^^ 
gu fel^en. 3lun ift e§ toirflid^, ift gewi^* 5lein, id^ regiere 

25 mid^ nid^t* SBer gibt mir eine ^xl\t, mx einen 3lat, bem 
UnDermeiblid^en gu entgel^en? 

egmoitt* ©0 l^ore mid^. SBenn beinc ©eele fo gemaltfam 
brtngt, mid| gu retten, menu bu bie ilbermad^t berabfd^euft, 
bie mid^ gefeffelt l^dlt, fo rette mid^ ! ®ie Slugenblid e ftnb 

30 loftbar* ®u bift beS SlDgewaltigen ©ol^n unb felbft getoal- 
tig — 2a^ un§ entfliel^en ! ^d) !enne bie SSBege; bie SKittel 
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Wnnen bir ntd^t unbclannt fcin. 9lur biefc 9Wauem, nur 
tpenige 3KetIcn cntfemcn mlc^ t)on meinen Qfreunbcn* Sofe 
bicfc Sanbc, bringc mx^ gu il^nen unb fei unfer.' ®mx^, ber 
iJonifl banft bit bereinft meinc Stettung. S^fet ifi cr fiber* 
tafd^t, unb DieKcid^t ift tl^m allc§ unbelannt. S)em SBatcr tuagt ; s 
unb bic 9Wa jcftat mufe ba^ ®cf(^el^cnc billiflcn, rocnn fie fid^ ani) . 
bat)or entfe^ei ®u benfft? D, ben!e mir ben SSBeg ber tJrei« 
l^it au§l ©prid^ unb nftl^re bie ©offnung ber lebenbigen ©cele. 

fjerbittditb. @d^tt)eig! o fd^toeigel ®u t)erme]^rft mit 
jebem SBortc meinc SSerjtoeiflung. |)ier ift lein Slu^meg, lo 
!ein 3iat leinc gflud^t* — ®a§ qufilt mid^, bQ§ greift unb 
fa^t mir tt)ie mit Slauen bie 33ruft. 3d^ l^abe felbft ba§ 9le^ 
jufammengejogen; id^ lennc bie ftrengen feften iJnoten; i(| . 
ttjei^, tt)ie jeber iJfil^n^eit/ jeber Sift bie SBege Derrennt finb; 
id^ ffll^Ie mid^ mit bir unb mit alien anbern gefeffelt. SBfirbe is 
id^ Ilagen, l^atte id^ nid^t olIe§ Derfud^t? 3^^ \t\\\tn tJfifeen 
l^abe \i) gelegen, gcrebet unb gebeten* @r fd^idte mid^ l^ierl^er, 
um aKeS, xoa^ Don SebenSluft unb Q^reube mit mir lebt, in 
biefem SlugenblidEe ju jerft5ren» 

egmoiit. Unb feine 3iettung ? 20 

gfctbiiMitib* iJeine ! 

©gntottt (mit bcm gfufec ftam^jfcnb). Jleiue SRettungI — 

@flfee§ Seben I fd^5ne, freunblid^e ©emol^nl^eit be§ S)afein§ 
unb S33ir!en§ ! Don bir foK id^ fd^eiben ! ©0 gelaffen fc^eiben! 
9lid^t im ^umulte ber ©d^lad^t, unter bem ©erdufd^ ber 25 
SBaffen, in ber S^tftreuung be§ ®etummel§ gibft bu mir ein 
Pfld^tige§ Sebemo^I; bu nimmft leinen eiligen 2lbfd^ieb, t)er= 
fflrjeft nid^t ben Slugenblid ber ^rennung* 3d^ foH beine 
^anb faffen, bir nod^ einmat in bie 9lugen fel^n, beine 
©d^dne, beinen SBert red^t tebl^af t ffil^Ien unb bann mid^ ent* 30 
fd^Ioffen lo^rei^en unb fagen : Qfal^re l^in ! 
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gfetbliiattb. Xlnb x6) foil baneficn ftel^n, gufel^n, bid^ nid^t 
l^alten, nidit l^inbem Idnnen ! D, m\6)t ©timme rei^tc gut 
^lagel SBeI(^e§ ^erj floffc nid^t au§ feinen Sanbcn t)or 
biefem 3>atnmcr I 

5 egmottt. Qfoffe bid^ ! 

gfcrbiitanb. S)u lonnft bid^ fciffcn, bu lannft cntfogen, ben 
fd^roeren ©d^ritt an ber i)anb bet 9lotn)enbig!eit l^clbcnmdfeig 
Qtf)n. Sa3a§ !ann id^? SEBaS foD x6)? 2)u flbertDinbcft bid^ 
felbft unb un§; bu flberftel^ft ; id^ flbcrlebc bid^ unb mid^ 

lo fclbfl* 33et ber Qfreube be§ 9Wq]^I§ l^ab' id^ mein Std^t, im 
©etilmmel ber ©d^Iad^t meine fjal^nc berloren* ©d^al, Der^^ 
ttjorren, triib fd^eint ntir bic Sutunft* 

(SgniDitt* 3funger Qfreunb, ben id^ burd^ ein fonberbare§ 
©d^icffat gugleid^ gebinne unb berliere, ber filr mid^ bte 

IS 2;obe§fd^mergen empfinbet, fttr mtd^ leibet, fiel^ mid^ in biefcn 
9lugenbIidEen an; bu berlterft mx6) nid^t* 2Bar bir ntetn 
fieben ein ©piegel, in ml6)tm bu bid^ gerne betrad^tetejl, fo 
fei e§ aud^ mein 3:ob» S)ie SWenfd^en finb nid^t nur gufam« 
men, mnn fie beifammen finb; aud^ ber gntfernte, ber Sib* 

2o gcfd^iebne lebt un§. 3f^ k6e bir, unb l^abe mir genug gelebt 
6ine§ jeben Staged l^ab' id^ mid^ gefrcut; an jebem Sage mit 
rafd^er 9Bir!ung meine ^flid^t getan, tt)ie mein ®ett)if[en mir 
fie geigte* 9lun enbigt fid^ ba§ Seben, tt)ie e§ fid^ frfll^er, 
friil^er, fd^on auf bem ©anbe t)on ©rabelingen l^dtte enbigen 

25 !5nnen. 3d^ ]^6re auf, gu Icben; aber id^ l^abc gelebt* ©0 
leb' aud^ bu, mein gfreunb, gem unb mit 8uft unb fd^eue ben 
Stob nii^t* 

^erbittimb. S)u l^dtteft bid^ fiir un§ erl^alten lonnen, er« 
l^alten follen. S)u l^aft bid^ felber getfltet. Oft l^ort' id^, 

30 toenn Huge SMftnner iiber bid^ fprad^en; feinbfelige, tnol^I* 
tooKenbe, fie ftritten lang iiber beinen SBert; bod^ enblid^ ber* 
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citrifltcn fic [xS), fcincr ttmflf c§ gu Icugncn, Jebcr gcftanb: 
la, cr toanbcit ctncn gcfdl^rltd^cn SOBeg. SBie oft toiitifd^f xi), 
Hi) toarttcn gu !5nncn ! ^aik^ bu bcnn fcinc grcunbc? 

(Sgmont. 3d^ toar gciDarttt. 

8fcrbiiiaiib* Unb tt)tc i(j^ punftoeifc oHe btcfc Sefd^ulbi= 5 
flungcn tDtcbcr in bcr Slnhagc fonb unb beinc Slntmortcn ! 
@ut flcnug, btd^ gu entfii^ulbigcn; nic^t triftig gcnug, bid^ 
Don ber ©(i^ulb gu befreten — 

(Sgmoitt. ®ie§ fei^ bctfcitc gclegt* 6§ glaubt bcr 3Kenf(i^ 
fein Scbcn gu lettcn, \x6) fclbft gu ful^ren; unb fetn 3wnerfte§ 10 
tt)irb untt)tbcrftcl^It(j^ rxad) fcinem ©(^idtfolc gegogen* So^ 
un§ bariiber ni(j^t finncn; biefcr ®eban!en cntfc^Iog' xi) mi(^ 
leid^t — fd^tocrcr bcr ©orgc fiir bicfcS Sanb; bod^ and) bafur 
tt)irb gcf orgt fcin* ilann mcin Slut filr t)iclc flicfecn, mcincm 
SSolfc gricbc bringcn, fo flic^t c§ xoxUxq. Scibcr tt)irb'§ nid^t 15 
fo tocrbcn. ®o4 c§ gicmt bcm 3Kcnf(j^cn, nic^t mcl^r gu 
grilbcln, too cr nid^t mcl^r toirfcn foil, ilannft bu bic t)cr= 
bcrbcnbc ©ctoolt bctnc§ SSotcrS aufl^altcn, Icnfcn, fo tu'§. 
aOBcr tt)irb baS fonncn? — 8cb' tt)o^U 

gfetbtttimb* ^6) tann ntd^t gcl^n. 20 

(Sgmoitt. 8a^ mcinc Scute bir auf§ bcftc cmpfol^Icn fcin! 
^i) l^abc gutc SMcnfd^n gu ®icncrn; bafe fic ni(i^t gcrftrcut, 
nic^t ungliidEIid^ tocrbcn! SSic ftcl^t c§ urn 3iid^arb, meinen 
©(^rcibcr? 

8ferbiitaiib* 6r ift bir Dorongcgangcn. ©ic l^abcn il^n ote 25 
ajlitfd^ulbigen bc§ ^o(^t)crrat§ cntl^auptct. 

(ggnwiit. 9lrme ©ecle! — 9iod^ ctn§, unb bann leb' tool^I, 
ii) fonn ni(^t mel^r. 2Ba§ oud^ ben ©eift gctoaltfam bc= 
f^clfttgt, forbert bic 9lQtur gulc^t bod^ untoibcrftcl^Iid^ il^rc 
9icd^tc; unb toxt cin Sinb, umtounbcn t)on bcr ©d^Iangc, bc§ 30 
crquidEcnbcn ©d^Iofg gcnic^t, fo Icgt bcr 2Kiibc fid^ nod^ cin= 
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tnal t)or bcr $f otic bc§ StobeS ntcbcr unb rul^t ticf ouS, al§ 
ob er cincn iDcitcn SBeg gu ipanbcrn l^cittc* — ^tod) ctn§ — 
3d^ fenne ein ajldbd^en; bu iDtrft fie nici^t Dcrac^tcn, tDcil [ic 
mcin mar. 9iun ic^ fic bit empfel^lc, jicrb' i^ tuJ^ig. ®u 
5 bift cin cbler SMonn; cm 2Beib, ba§ ben fiubet, ift gebotflen*^ 
Sebt tnein alter 9lboIp]^? ift er frei? 

8ferbiiiaiib. ®er inuntre (Srei§, ber ®U(j^ gu ^ferbe immer 
begleitete? 

(ggmaiit. S)erfelbe* 
lo ^tbittaitb. @r lebt, er ift frei. 

(ggmoiit* 6r toeife il^rc SBol^nung; la^ bid^ t)on il^m 
fiil^ren unb lol^n' il^m bi§ an fein 6nbe, bafe er bir ben SBeg 
ju biefem illcinobe geigt. — 2tV todf)U 

gfefbinattb. ^i) gel^e ni(!^t. 

1 5 ©gnwttt (l^n na(^ bcr ZHx btangcnb). Seb' tt)Ol^I ! 

gfetbtttattb. O, la^ m\^ no(^! 
(ggitwitt. Qfreunb, fcinen Slbfd^icb. 

((Jr begleitet ^ferblttanben big an ble Xttr unb rci^t fi(^ bott i)on i^m Io8. 
gcrblnanb, betSubt, entfemet fic^ eilcnb.) 

(Sumont (attein). Qfeiubfeliger 3Kann! S)u glaubteft ni(^t, 
mir biefe SBol^Itat burc^ beinen ©ol^n gu ergeigen. S)ur(i^ 

2o ij^n bin \i) ber ©orgen Io§ unb ber ©Emergen, ber gfurd^t 
unb jebeS ftngftlid^en @c\\ii)U. ©a.nft unb bringenb forbert 
bie 9latur il^ren lejten 3«>n. @§ ift Dorbei, c§ ift befd^Ioffen! 
unb tDa§ bic le^te 9iad^t mxS) ungemi^ auf meinem Sager 
toad^enb l^ielt, ba§ f(i^Iafert nun mit unbegtoingliii^er ©emife* 

25 l^eit meine ©innen ein* 

((5t fe^t fid^ aufg 9hj$ebctt. HRufit) 

©tifeer ©d^Iaf ! 2)u fommft mie ein reined @IM, ungebeten, 
unerflel^t am tt)inigften* S)u lofeft bie Snoten ber ftrengen 
©ebanfen, t)ermif(^eft alle Silber ber greube unb beS 
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©d^mcrseS; ungcl^inbcrt flicfet bcr Srct§ tnnercr ^axmomtm, 
unb eingcl^ullt in flefdiltgen SBal^nftnn, Derfinfen toir unb 
l^oren auf, gu fciti. 

(ffit entfc^tdft ; tie SWufit begteltet feittett ©(fttumraer. Winter feinem Safler f(fteint 
fl(^ bie aRauet su erdffnen^ eine gl&n^enbe C^rfc^einung aeigt Hc^. S)ie Sfreibeit in 
btmmlifc^em ®e»aTibe, \>on etner fttat^eit umfloffen, rubt auf elner aiBotfe. @le bat 
bie 3ii9e )}on ftlSrcbett unb neigt ficb gegen ben fcblafenben ^elben. @te briltft eine 
bebauembe @nU)finbung au9, fie fc^eint ibn hu beCIagen. 8alb fagt fie ficb, unb 
mit aufmuntember ©ebSrbe jeigt fie ibm baS S^iinbel $feile, bann ben (Stab mit 
bent ^ute. ®ie beiBt ibn fro^ fein, unb inbem fie i^m anbeutet, ba^ fein %ot> Un 
$rot)inaen bie f^reibeit toerfc^affen uerbe, eriennt fie tbn a(S @ieger unb reicftt ibm 
einen Sorbeertrana. %Bie fie ft(6 mit bent ^anae bent ^au))te nabet, ntacbt (Sgntont 
eine ©emegung, toit einet, ber fttb int ©tblafe regt, bergeftalt, bafe et ntit bent ®e* 
ficbt aufwartS gegen fie (iegt. ^ie ba(t ben Stxarii ilbec feinent ^avptt fc^webenb; 
man bbrt gau) \>on n^eitem eine Yriegerifcbe SRuftt Don ^trommeln unb $feifen ; bei 
bem leifeften Saut berfelben i^erfcbtoinbet bie (£rf(beinung. S)ec @(QaII n^irb ftSrfet. 
(£gmont erhjdcbt; baS (SefSngniS n^irb \>om flRoxQtn mSBig erbeUt. ©eine erfte 
Sen^egung ift, na(!b bem ^aupte ju greifen ; et ftebt auf unb fiebt ficb um, inbem 
ec bie ^anb auf bem ^au^te bebttU.)^ 

Scrfii^tDunbcn tft ber iiranj! S)u f(i)5nc§ Silb, bo§ Sid^t 
be§ Stages ^at bid^ Derfci^u(i^et! ^a, fie moren'^, jie moren 5 
Deretnt, bie beiben fiifeeften g^reuben meineS ^txitn^. 2)ie 
gCttlid^c Sfreil^eit, Don metner ©eliebten borgte fie bie ©eftalt; 
bo§ reigenbe 3K(iW^en f leibete [x6) in ber gfteunbin l^immlifd^eS 
©emanb. 3n einem emften Slugenblid erfd^einen fie Dereinigt, 
ernfter ate IkUxS). 9Jlit blutbeflecften ©o^len trat fie Dor 10 
ntir ouf, bie toel^enben ^fatten beS ©aumeS mit Slut befledtt. 
6§ toar ntein Slut unb Dieler 6beln Slut. 9iein, e§ tt)arb 
nid^t umfonft Dergoffen* ©d^reitet burd^! Srat)e§ Solf ! S)ie 
©iege^ftttin fiil^rt bid^ an! Unb toie ba§ 9Keer bur(^ eure 
S)dmme brid^t, fo bred^t, fo rei^t ben SQBall ber 2:9rannei gu^ 15 
fammen unb fd^memmt erfdufenb fie t)on il^rem ©runbe, ben 
fie fid^ anma^t, toeg! (Xtommetn nsber.) 

C)ord^! C^'^^^! 2Bie oft rief mid^ biefer ©d^all gum freien 
©d^ritt nad^ bem tStXbt be§ ©treitS unb be§ ©iegg! SQSie 
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munter ttotcn bic ©efcll^ttcn auf bcr gcfai^rliii^cn, tfll^ml^en 
Sal^n! 9lud^ \^ fd^rcttc einem e]^tent)onen Stobc au§ biefem 
Jlerfer cntgegen; ii) fterbc fiir bie ^freil^eit, fiit bic x6) lebtc 
unb f o(i)t unb bet i(3^ mxi) je^t leibenb opfrc. 

(®er ^intergrunb airb mtt etner 9tei]§e f^anifd^ec (Solbotett befe^t, toelc^e ^eKebar^ 
ben tragen.) 

5 3a, fiil^tt fie nut gufommcn! ©d^Hefet cure Jfteil^en, il^r 
.f(i)redt mi^ nid^t* 3f^ ^^^ geiDol^nt, t)or ©peeren gegen 
©|)eere gu ftel^n unb, rtng§ umgeben Don bem brol^enben SEob, 
ba§ mutige Seben nur boppelt taf(3^ ju fill^Ien. 

(Xrommcltu) 

2)i(^ f(^Iie^t bet gfeinb t)on alien ©etten einl 6§ blinfen 
lo ©d^tt)erter; gteunbe/ l^ol^em 3Kut! 3m 9lucfcn l^abt il^t 
gitetn, ffieibet, Sinbet! 

(9tuf bic SBad^c sdgcttb.) 

Unb biefe tteibt ein f)o^t^ SBott be§ ^ettfd^et^, ntd^t \i)x 
©emut! ©(i)u^t eute ©iltet! Unb euet Siebfte^^ gu ettetten, 
fallt fteubig, tDie i^ eud^ ein Seif|)iel gebe, 

(3:rommeIn. SSie er awf ble SBacfte loS unb auf Me $tntettilr pgcl^t, fant bet 
^or^ang ; bie a^ufi! f&Ut ein nnb fd&liegt mit einer ©iegeSf^mp^onie bad ©tilce.) 
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1522. Birth of Egmont. 

1555. Charles V. abdicates the government of the 
Netherlands in favor of his son Philip. 

1557. Egmont*s victory at Saint Quentin. 

1558. Egmont's victory at Gravelines (Gravelingen). 

1559. New bishoprics established in the Netherlands. 
1563. March 11. Orange, Horn, and Egmont unite in 

a letter of remonstrance to the king. 
December. Fool's-cap livery adopted by noble- 
men. 

1566. April. The "Beggars' League" formed. 
August. Riots of the Image-breakers. 

1567. April. Last interview between Orange and 

Egmont. Orange leaves the Netherlands for 

Germany. 
August. The Duke of Alva enters Brussels. 
September 9. Treacherous arrest of Egmont. 
December. Margaret of Parma leaves the 

Netherlands. 

1568. June 5. Execution of Egmont and Horn at 

Brussels. 
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BIBLIOGRAPHICAL NOTE. 



The standard text of Egmont is that edited by Professor Jakob 
Minor of Vienna for the great Weimar edition of Goethe's works, 
contained in the eighth volume of that series. Professor Minor's 
text is based upon Goethe's " final edition " of 1827, though corrected 
by a fimdamental study and comparison of the manuscripts and 
earlier original editions. In the case of one or two readings, Minor 
subsequently recommended changes in the Weimar text, which are 
incorporated in this edition. Minor was unfortunately not in pos- 
session of a reprint of the first Cotta edition of 1807 which contrib- 
uted certain errors to all later texts. These have been amended 
in the present work. For a description of manuscripts and original 
editions, and a list of variant readings, see the supplement to 
Minor's text, pp. 340 ff. 

Goethe's letters (indexed), diaries, and autobiography, all of 
which shed much light upon Egmonty can be consulted in the Wei- 
mar edition. A useful text of the Italian Journey ^ with index and 
notes, is that of DUntzer in the Hempel edition of Goethe, vol. 24. 
The Conversations with Goethe edited by von Biedermann (10 vol- 
umes, indexed. Leipzig, 1889-1896) offer further original material. 
Among biographers of Goethe, Heinemann, as always, is a ^lear 
and helpful authority for essential facts in condensed form (K. 
Heinemann, Goethe, 2d ed., Leipzig, 1899. Vol. 2, pp. 14-23). 
Bielschowsky's Goethe (Munich, 1898) discusses Egmont in the 
twenty-third chapter of the first volume. Richard M. Meyer's 
sprightly work on Goethe (2d ed. Berlin, 1898) devotes the four- 
teenth chapter to Egmont, Of interest is also the treatment in 
Herman Grimm's The Life and Times of Goethe (translated by 
S. H. Adams, 4th ed., Boston, 1 893). An especially interesting chap- 
ter on Egmont as a stage-drama is found in Bulthaupt's Drama- 
turgie der Klassiker (vol. i, 8th ed., Oldenburg, 1902). Schiller's 
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review of Egmont is reprinted exactly after the original in the sixth 
volume of Goedeke's critical edition of Schillers sdmmtliche Schrif- 
tetiy Stuttgart, 1869. Motley's Rise of the Dutch Republic is found 
in many editions by various publishers. A useful condensation in 
one volume by W. E. Griffis, The Studenfs Motley^ supplied with 
illustrations and notes, is published in New York (Harpers, 
1898). 

Among annotated editions (with more or less extended introduc- 
tion) contained in collected editions of Goethe's works may be 
mentioned that by Schroer in Kurschner's Deutsche National- 
LitteratuTy vol. 89, by Geiger in Grote's edition (Berlin), vol. 4, by 
Strehlke in the Hempel edition of Goethe, vol. 7, and by Matthias 
in the edition of Goethe's works published by the Bibliographisches 
Institut (Leipzig), vol. 7. 

A number of separate editions of the play, with helpful com- 
mentary, are in existence, among which may be especially noted: 

L. Ziim. Egmont; tnit Erlduterungen* 6th ed., Paderbom, 1903, 
containing a discussion of the drama as a whole, analytical ques- 
tions upon each scene, and a list of themes for essays and reports. 
Less complete is Gast's Goethes Egmont, Gotha, 1890. To be noted 
are the elaborate English critical and historical edition by Buch- 
heim (4th ed., Oxford, 1899) and the learned and helpful American 
editions of Primer, Winkler, and Deering. 

For a list of special treatises upon Egmont, see Goedeke's Grund- 
risz zur Geschichte der deutschen Dichtung, 2d ed., vol. 4, pt. i, 
pp. 676-677. This list is supplemented each year by the Goethe- 
Jahrbuch (Frankfurt am Main. Edited by L. Geiger). For Minor's 
careful study of the time of composition of the play judged from 
the style of the various scenes, see Die Grenzboten, 42, 361. An ex- 
tended treatise and analysis is that of P. Klaucke, Berlin, 1887. 
Diintzer's Goethe* s Egmont erlautert (4th ed., Leipzig, 1891) con- 
tains much illustrative information. Frick's Wegweiser durch die 
klassischen Schuldramen (Pt. I, Gera und Leipzig, 1892) offers a 
very full analysis of the dramatic structure. VoUmer, in vol. 1 1 of 
Kuenen und Evers' Die deutschen Klassiker erlautert {Lav^z\%, 1895) 
gives a most convenient collection of original testimony as to the 
composition of the drama, arranged in chronological order. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



NOTES. 

perfonen. 
Page 2* — I, 2, 3. Approximate pronundation: **S0ost**; 

ACT I. 

2lrmbrnPfc^ie§etu 

Tradesmen of Brussels and soldiers — all in cheerfol holiday 
spirits — are discovered at their great annual shooting-match, con- 
testing for the highest prize of the year and the title, " King of the 
Archers." This popular scene must be read in a broad, hearty 
style. 

Page 8.— I. 9l?1ltlintfitffltie§eit; competitive shooting with the 
crossbow was the most popular of all out-of-door German sports 
during the sixteenth century ; even the nobles came to prefer these 
prize-contests with "citizens" to the more aristocratic tournaments 
of the older days of chivalrv. There is a very interesting chapter 
on this subject (X: 2)ie SBaffcnfcflc bc« ©argcr«) in Freytag's 3ltt» 
bem Sal^rl^unbert ber Slcformatioiu 

2. ba§ t^ aKe mitb, to a finish! 

3. ^tei 9Httge \fiiimct^^ a shot three circles inside a black en- 
closing ring upon the target. 

4* eate Sage (accusative plural), your lifelong. 

5. mftt' ill|, / rather think lam. Cf. Curme's Grammar^ 169* 
2, A, (i), ^. 

6. ^titffl^lttetfteT, a sort of merry andrew, dressed in fool's cos- 
tume, and carrying a sword of thin wood (^rltfc^e). He bows four 
times to show that Buyck has hit within the fourth ring. In 
Henne am Rhyn*s ^ulturgeft^td^te (ist ed., 2, 191) is a good picture 
of one Wolffgang Dorsch, a typical $ritj(i^meifier of the 17th 
century. 
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Pagre 4. — I. S93ie er aitlegt, as soon as he aims. 

2. 0]^ne ^tftjttbil, without prejudicing (our customs). Schiller 
thought that this passage was very typical of the old-fashioned 
ways of the North-Hollanders. 

Pagre 6.— I. 4^alieit ♦ ♦ ♦ gemeittt; a vivid account of Charles's 
abdication in favor of his son Philip is given in Motley's Rise of the 
Dutch Republic, Part I, chapter I. 

2. feilt was formerly used as auxiliary in the passive, and is still 
employed, as here, after tDotten. 

Page 6.— I. @(aiit)t jQuiittitt, (S^takielhtgeit, battles fought 
against the French: the former in 1557, the latter in 1558. See 
Motley, Part I, chapter II. 

2. aKeitt, i. e., not the English allies mentioned a little later by 
the same speaker. 

3. (Sgltt01tt/ dative. 

4. $aitf e ntit $aitf e ; nouns not preceded by articles are unin- 
flected when connected by prepositions. 

Page 7.— I. mie pe bad iBaffet fii^ittefftett, as soon as they had 

a taste of the water; cf. page 4, note i. 

2. lietblebig, used to both land and water, amphibious. 

3. Weggefl^offcil tote bie (Stttett; Goethe probably took some of 
the features in this account not found in the histories of the Neth- 
erlands from a sturdy old satirical Swiss ballad about the battle 
of Murten (1477), describing the defeat of ,,bte SBelfd^cn/' and con- 
taining the lines: 

Ctn gtoge @(3^oor lief in ben See, 
SBieh>o^( fie ntc^t mo(^t burfien. 

Sie mateten brtn btS an bad ^inn, 
®enno<^ fc^o| man fafi au i^nn, 
%I8 ob fie (Snten ttJdren. 

(Contained in Vol. I of 2)c« ^naben Sunbcrl^orit, 2nd ed.. No. 27.) 

4. ble melff^e SRaieftftt, King Henry II. of France. 

5. baiS ^fBtfl^ett teili^ett, put up his little paw (like an obedient 
dog). 

6. 3a, t^ l^at PliJ, ironical, O yes! we'll believe that! (Deering.) 
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Page 8«— I. Vfiitelt tmh fll|ftttett ; there are frequent instances of 
idiomatic rhyming or alliterative couplets in Egmoni, for instance : 
fd^alteu unb toalten, l^angen unb bangen, greunb unb geinb, 9lat unb 
%fxi, SBege unb @tege. 

2. bie Iteiteit $fa(ltteit; the psalmody of the sixteenth century 
was a great factor in the spread of Protestantism, and psalm-sing- 
ing was often prohibited. Richard Watson tells of a French 
tradesman who, when an officer showed him the sweeping edict of 
the king, \ wrote at the bottom of the act the first lines of the 
version of Psalm xxxiv : 

Jamais ne cesserai 

De magnifier le Seigneur : 

En ma bouche aurai son honneur 

Tant que vivant send. 

3. ft^etr, object in "partitive genitive," referring to ^falmctl. 

4. {ie=:,,biejientgen, t)on tDelc^en bad $erbot ou^gegangen \%*' 

5. eill geiftlUi^CeiS) fiieb ; the "good old" neuter adjective forms 
without ^ed are very common in Egmont, e. g.: ein anber ®cI6c^, 
fcln golben ^Vit^, burt^ gut ®IM, cin fraftig ?icb, ungctoafti^cn iKauI, 
fcin pel^cnb 3lugc, ttJC^ ©crid^t, ac, 2c 

6. Ift|t VXWX^d Keber feill, one prefers to let it alone. 

Page 9.— I. cin anbci: (S^efBtJ^, another sort of ragout. 

Page 10* — I. %Mxt^VXf fallen (on the field of battle). 

2. feiii^ Xage, cf. page 3, note 4. 

3. 8Bie wit . . ♦ Ud Itiflteit; in 1561 Margaret of Parma, the 
Regent of the Netherlands, had secured the withdrawal of the 3000 
troops which had been quartered in the Low Countries. Other 
idiomatic accusative constructions in Egmont similar to l^efa^uugeu 
are: a(8 tt)ir ftc fonfl getoo^nt iwarcn (64, 12); baS ^cuttgc ©cjd^ted^t 
ttJlrb blefcn 3ammer nit^t Io« (97, 19). 

4. ®elt, I say! 

5. SJejier^ @r fll^, make a fool of yourself (not of me!). 

Page 11» — I. ^OttOlt, canony a form of vocal music in which 
different parts take up the same melody one after another, some- 
what as in Scotland's Burning or TTiree Blind Mice, 
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In this fine introductory scene, cleverly worked up from a state- 
Inent of the historian Strada that Egmont was a sure shot, we are 
given a clear idea of the state of public feeling, and of the difficult 
practical problems on hand. We have a direct view of the Dutch 
people, convivial, open, and brave; we gain indirect impressions of 
Margaret, prudent but bigoted; of Philip, narrow and intolerant; 
of Orange, tenacious and broad-minded; and, especially, of £g- 
mont's splendid bravery in war, and his immense popularity. The 
hope of better conditions is seen to lie in the younger nobility. 



palap ber Hegentin. 

Page 11.-— 2. feitt = felcn. 

3. ItlttfteKeit (inseparable), to shut in, 

4. fiel^rer = ^rebiger. 

Page 12. — I. @itttteit; Goethe prefers the weak plural. The 
form @innc found here in the Weimar edition comes from an in- 
ferior text. @lnnen is now obsolete. 

2. Xm ®t0tett, changed in 1807 from h)ir ®roge. 

Page 18. — I. 3l^ e?§S4(e, tU\ this description is almost a 
literal translation from Strada*s Latin history. Our picture is from 
Hooft's Nederlandsche Ilistorun, a work studied by Goethe as 
early as 1775. 

2. S$eir$eil^ett, ceremonial plural. 

Page 14. — I. This passage is of interest as being the only 
one which we know to have been completed as early as 1776. 
Probably in January of that year Goethe wrote to Frau von Stein: 
,,@el^t tnir auc^ tote iD'2argreten k)on ^arma: ii^ {el^e t)tel t)oraud bod 
id^ nld^t finbern laniu" 

2. Stbe ; in the eighteenth century jcb* could be used in the 
plural. 

" 3. iJftiebe ; this old form is still allowed in a few expressions 
without an article, but it is almost always replaced at present by 
grlcben. 
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s 

Pa^ 15.— I. bat $0litil fettett Xtm' tntb manbtn ^iUn 

fatm; compare the remark attributed to a certain legislator: "The 
Decalogue has no place in American politics." 
2. ben itftfltftelt befteltSBeg, L e., the Church of Rome. 

Page 16«— I. ^od mirige • • • gebeit, iA^ rest would easily 
follow {of its own accord), 

2. Seilltellnttlltg, now replaced by ^Uiutl^me* 

Page 17« — I. C^gnuint; from the town of the same name (£g- 
mond) lying on the coast northwest of Amsterdam. 

2. ^elbent, Gelderland, the district to the east of Utrecht. 
3* bie Iteiteit SiHireeit, see Introduction, page zxv. 

Page 18. —I. 6citl @(ellliffeit . . . @tliegel, his conscience has 
an accommodating mirror^ i. e., it reflects everything in the most 
agreeable light. 

. 2. t^ tueirbe fU^ fll^Olt gebeit, it will follow of itself in due 
Hme^ he thinks, 

3. baiS atteiS SBiii^tige leii^t be^attbelt; the kernel of Egmont's 
"tragic guilt." 

4* feilt golbeu S^UeiS; this order, considered the highest in 
Christendom, had been bestowed on him by Philip's father, Charles 
the Fifth. In the last scene of Act Third, Egmont tells of the 
privileges and immunities which went with this decoration. 

Page 19« — I. entt^filtblUl^, sensitive (as to any harsh criticism 
of his public acts). 

In this scene is the first appearance of Margaret of Parma, whose 
words increase our respect and sympathy for her. Her own "in- 
tolerance" is of the better sort, based on deep religious feeling. 
Under the stem authority of her half-brother, the king, she is 
forced to use harsh measures which her best judgment disapproves. 
The lawlessness of the mob causes her the utmost agitation and 
concern. Margaret's private secretary Machiavell (not to be con- 
founded with the Italian statesman Machiavelli) serves as mouth- 
piece for public opinion, in opposing the aggressions of Spain, and 
demanding religious liberty. We are given a deep and tragic im- 
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pression of Egmont's frivolous irresponsibility, overweening confi- 
dence, and reckless imprudence in furthering public disturbances, 
all of which is in striking contrast to the prudence, silence, and 
firmness of William of Orange. 



3Ergert{aus. 

Page 19.— 2. fefttttbiert, sings a second parL 

Page 20*^1. Seiftftftlf, favorite piece; ^t\h* often indicates 
that which is especially "near" to one. 

2. geriUyret ; gtf llielt, note the participle in sharp commands. 

3. tttUOiKig, as usually, angrily. 

Page 21.— I. 3i^ l^in ftliet bran, i/eel badly. 

Page 22. — I. 94, toad ift'd ein a^attn, Ah, what a man he is! 

Page 23* — i. @)iriltgilti$feO>, one who acts on sudden impulse, 
madcap, 

2. 3^^4f^ bit * * * an ? the Eternal Feminine asserts itself here, 
in spite of scruples and protestations. 

Page 24. ~ I. tiatt feitten Settten = einige t)on feinen ^tvAttL 

2. ]tti4 iU^ttiitV^, I felt creepy all over. 

Page 25. — I. Wt^txXxiSSi, disreputable, 
2, ^^iftorie, story; pronounce §iHo'*rl=C. 

Here enters Klarchen, with her energetic will, unbridled spirit, 
and boundless infatuation for Egmont. With moderate compunc- 
tion she deceives Brackenburg, her devoted and gentle-spirited 
lover. His susceptibility proves a source of wretched torment, and 
leads to the utter paralysis of his best energies. The mother has 
a mother's natural scruples against her daughter's reckless attach- 
ment, but is too weak to assert any strong moral protest. In the 
background rises the rapidly gathering storm of political revolution. 
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ACT II. 

piafe in Bruffel. 

Pagre 27.— i. $(a^ in Sriiffet; this scene, showing an excited 
crowd being changed into a wild mob, owes very much to the 
second scene of the third act of Shakespeare's yiw//W Casar, 

2. aitf ber ^va\i, at ike guild. The trade-unions were highly 
organized in the middle ages, and had their regular places of 
meeting, often magnificent buildings of their own. 

Page 28.— I. 5^oftaI, now 2:6bat 

2. @tlt^l^ft?te, mustaches^ contemptuously of the Spanish soldiers, 
who cultivated this military ornament. 

3. f toottett . . • tragett, we will take the very best care of her, 

4. ^a • « • ^rieii^ettlatlb, here come the Seven Sages of Greece t 
(Ironical.) 

5. G^ebt ett4 mtt bem ttidpt Ob, have nothing to do with that 
(fellow), 

Pagre 29.— i. )ifttf4t • . • 9biio!ateii \x^ ^ottbuie?!, makes a 

cheap botch of lawyers* business, 

2. 83rattttttoetttaa||lf, lit., "brandy-bung"; trans., sot. 

3. ^ttXtf older form for ^tvh 

4. tX Ijiett attf bie rmrftett fdM^tX, his heart was set on (getting) 
the scarcest books, 

5. C^^tfiMfi^t fftr Uten Bfiitflett, usuaUy C^rfurd^t i)or i^rem 
Prjlen. 

6. fiber bie ^H^VLVLX ])atten, hew over the line; exceed his 
authority. 

7. ^ie ^taatett, the Estates: a parliamentary council made up 
of representatives of the nobles, the clergy, and the cities. 

8. Sattbftftltbe, synonym for ©taatcn. 

Pagre 80. — I. ^etloimttett, usages; traditions, 

2. fiber bttiS SerfSttmitid ; where the idea of time is combined 
with that of cause, ilbcr usually governs the dative. 

3. in 3(tteil = bctjcitcn, betimes^ before it is too late. 
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Pagre 81.— I. start bet ^fint, etc. Charles the Bold, Duke 
of Burgundy, died 1477; Emperor Frederick III. of Germany (died 
1493) came to the rescue of his beleaguered son Maximilian, but 
was for the rest a peaceful character; he is represented otherwise 
by Vansen for demagogic effect; Emperor Charles the Fifth, 
1519-1556. 

2. ^Xt, whenever; cf. page 4, note i. 

3. gaften « • « Ijeraitil ; for instance, the citizens of Bruges made 
a hostage of Maximilian, the son of Frederick III., in 1488. 

Pagre 82. — I. ben ^iaaX, the constitution, 
2. ^ftttbet, (as usually) disturbances^ a row. 

Pagre 88. — I. %t\tAlt\t% older form of Oclcl^rtcn, with some 
color of that traditional deference which is generally accorded to 
the "scholar" in European society. 

Pagre 84. — i. CNtred .3^<^^tt^f adverbial genitive, of what 
trade {are you)? ^t\&^VR, is the emblem of a trade; cf. the opening 
words of Shakespeare's yiw//«j Casar, 

2. JJift betgeffe niemanbett (ctlftt; this gift is also emphasized in 
Goethe's Gotz^ Schiller's Wallenstein^ etc. 

3. ftbet ♦ ♦ . attgefi^Hebett, ''in the black-list:' 

4. ftftttlertt, kick up rows, 

5. fliiartett ♦ ♦ ♦ na^ scrape up. 

Page 85.— I. ^ad IS§t bev j^lttig tool)! feiit, the King takes 

good care to keep clear of that; cf . page 8, note 6. 

In this important Shakespearian scene Goethe succeeds in the 
hard task of bringing the whole Dutch people, so to speak, on the 
stage, giving a lively impression of the growing ferment of rebellion 
which is at work all over the land, and which the lawless classes 
are eagerly helping along. While the crowd is typical of the en- 
tire people, each person is a clearly drawn individual : Vansen, a 
dirty demagogue, whose low appeals soon work up the "easy" 
crowd into a tornado of violence ; the carpenter, conservative and 
decent; Soest, discontented and talkative; the soap-maker, timid; 
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Jetter, cowardly. Egmont comes in against the background of 
disorder and violence, like a rainbow upon a black sky. His 
splendid imposing presence, as well as his well-known interest in 
the Dutch people immediately quell the rising mob. (Compare the 
passage in the ^neid, I, 14^-153.) Equally effective are the vivid 
touches at the end, by which an idea is given of the appalling 
horror which overhangs the whole country. 

tEgmonts IPottnung. 
Page S?.-— I. Sent mag^d ttOli^ l)iltge])tt, Ut it pass in his case! 

Page 89«— I. <S(ttabettge])a(te ; ber @e^alt, pi. bie ©el^atte, which 
was the usual form in the i8th century, is not infrequent in South 
German now, but is elsewhere replaced by ^a^ ©e^alt, pi. bie 

Page 40.—I. ®i( VX\X ben S3rief ; it is generally believed that 
Goethe had in mind the fatherly advice given him by the poet 
Klopstock in regard to his wild pranks during the early months of 
his life at Weimar. Goethe's rather sharp letter in answer to 
Klopstock's reproofs is printed in the W^mar edition under the 
date May 21, 1776. 

2. bai9 ifi meltt ®VSA, note the "tragic irony": what Egmont 
believes to be his "good fortune" is the very thing which is to 
wreck his life. 

3. ber tteueti bebSd^tigeit 4^9f»ftabeti$, the new-fashioned^ 

cautious tempo set by this court. 

Page 41« — I. bie ^tn SRStidieit, see Introduction, page xxv. 

2. ntttmnteit, absurd name; i. e. *Hes Gueux^^ the beggars, 

3. bei8 31tt« ttttb 9tli9aie])ettiS, dressing and undressing, Goethe 
tells somewhere of an Englishman who committed suicide in order 
to get rid of this tiresome everyday routine. 

Page 42. — I. ^&itViXt mir, dispense with, '* cut out:* 
2. ^htb ! ^ttb ! « • • tOO])er er f am. This passage forms the 
close of Goethe's autobiography. According to the (somewhat 
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doubtful) account which he gives there, he quoted these words 
(which he says had been written a short time before) in taking 
summary leave of Demoiselle Delf, a managing elderly friend 
who insisted on preventing his removal to Weimar early in 
November, 1775. 

3. eitt fettft tftt^tffittt ^i^titt, a misstep of my own. 

Page 43.— I. ftti, disengaged. 

2. gelaffcit, calmly; a favorite word of Goethe's, especially in 
his mature years of ** classic serenity." 

Page 44« — i. ^^effuled, Hercules ^ doing menial service for the 
Lydian queen, Omphale, spun wool for her, while she wore his 
lion's skin. 

2. ^nlen)0f, spinning<ircle. 

3. ttttter])altett = attilltaUett, evtrageu, endure; rare in this sense. 
4* in vMtn gfantUientiert&Itttiffeit; Margaret was connected with 

the Italian families of Medici and Famese, which lived in continual 
strife with each other. 

5. ^\t fie l^al^ anriilftretett fe])tt, notice the syntax. 

6. flatten, the plural of $(an is now $ldne. 

7. iene ^iltbentiiS; in the i8th century this word was also 
neuter ; now regularly so. 

Page 46* — i. ^mtieir, standard; pronounce in two syllables, 

Page 49. — I. Kngteili^, unfairly; unjustly. 

Page 60. — I. eill frettttbUli^ WMtX, i. e., the society of 
Klarchen. Schiller was much scandalized at the unconcern shown 
here by the "hero" at a time of supreme national peril. It is easy 
to sympathize with Schiller's view. 

The "demonic" element (according to Goethe, the central 
feature in this tragedy), by which Egmont is borne along, in blind 
and reckless confidence, to surrender his will to his easy natural 
instincts in spite of plain and frequent warnings, is fully developed, 
as well as the fact that Egmont 's natural instincts are generous and 
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good-natured. The latter part of the scene (based on fact) gives 
the only appearance which Orange makes on the stage, and furnishes 
a clear impression of his insight, courage, devotion, and friendship. 



ACT III. 
pala^ bet Hegentin. 
Page 52. ~ I. ber go? leine 9iaifoit oititiiitmt, whowUl not put 

up with any argufying, 

2. fettlg toevben, set things to rights, 

3. ttnb id| W&^it ntidi trnftettett, and I {you think) wish to. 
dissimulate I 

Page 58.~ I. oitf biefer ^o^e getnirft fUie ; it is conceivable 

that Goethe took the hint for this passage from Letter XLIII in 
the first volume of Richardson's Clarissa Harlowe, where the 
heroine gives a description of an imagined family counciL 

2. SolebOltev, i. e., Alva; his title was Ferdinando Alvarez de 
Toledo. 

Page 54. — i. fli^itf, crooked, i. e., not straightforward. 
(Buchheim.) 

Page 55.— I. toer^i^ (ergebtOll^t (at, one who has made it a 
second nature by habit, 

Margaret is irritated, wounded, and sensitive at the judgment 
passed in Madrid, that she has failed in her government of the 
Netherlands. She knows how conscientiously she has carried her 
responsibilities, and believes that any lack of success is due to 
ignorant interference. She shows political foresight and dignity 
of character. Philip's narrow policy of hard repression is fore- 
shadowed, as well as the appearance of the Duke of Alva, and his 
method of gradually crowding the Regent out of her place of 
authority. 
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Klfirc^ens ipoljnung. 

Page 66.— I. gfrettbHoK ♦ ♦ . feitt; this airy song, which has 
no particular grammatical " construction," is a lyric phrasing of the 
delights and torments of romantic passion (like Emerson's " Love, 
red Love, with tears and joy"), plus the comment that "all other 
pleasures are not worth its pains." Professor Curme has pointed 
out the similarity to a beautiful passage of the Minnesinger Wal- 
ther von der Vogelweide: 

trdren unde wesen frd, 

sanfte ziimen, sSre siienen, dais der minne 

reht : diu herzeliebe wil alsd. (Lachmann, 70, 5>8.) 

The facsimile is from Goethe's manuscript of the play in the Royal 
Library in Berlin, from which is also taken the manuscript title to 
thb book. 

2* fioitgett, yearning; this old infinitive is very rare alone, but 
familiar in the compound, oers(angen* 

3. $eiO|IO)ieio, ^* Sleep-baby-sleep song.^* 

4* ffi^Iafen, note the infinitive depending upon tDiegett, which^ 
seems to have escaped the notice of grammarians; it is probably a 
corrupted present participle. 

Page 68.— I. ^Vi^ViVX, at Hmes; cf. page 30, note 3. 

Page 69. — I. fte])t in eittent tirSii^tigett ^eibe ba; this whole 

scene was closely imitated by Wsdter Scott in Kenilworth^ chapter 
7, as Goethe himself easily detected. 

2. f)ianif4 Stt lomittett, to come in Spanish court-dress; see the 
frontispiece, which was prepared in Rome by Angelika Kauffmann, 
under Goethe's direction. 

3. ^affemetttairfteit, passementerie ; elaborate trimmings of braid 
and beads. 

4. mit aWftV tt»^ SJ^iS; the motto of the Order of the Golden 
Fleece was, Pretium laborum non vile. 

Page 60. — I . f ilr pe = f ilr ba« S3or!. 

Page 61. — 1. %iSo^ limit ♦ ♦ ♦ ttilftt ftubeit, / could never get 
to feel at home in that world. 
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Pagre 62. — I. genet i&lpMni, i. e., the Egmont of the popular 
fancy. 

2. t])m ♦ ♦ ♦ (eilonntten, ^^/ /-*<? d^uer of him, 

3. beitt ^gntHttt, i. e., the Egmont you are aquainted with. 

4. attf, after, 

Klarchen confidently asserts the '* natural rights" of the 
emotions ; the magnificent Egmont responds to the claim, in spite 
of any established codes of conduct or differences in social rank. 

ACT IV. 

Strage. 

Page 68. — i tlim 92eitem, about anything new; **de novis 
rebus,^^ (Minor.) 

Page 64.— I. eiiie attbre %xi Hon ^eftfen, lit., "another sort 

of crabs"; trans., an altogether different thing. The expression 
(used elsewhere by Goethe) is said to be taken from a Dutch 
proverb: "'Here's another sort of crabs,* quoth the farmer, as he 
carried bull-frogs to market." One naturally recalls the passage 
from Trilby: "But then, there's Alice's papa — and that's another 
pair of sleeves, as we say in France." 
2. atti88e8rfitfi^tett/j/rtfdW//«^. 

^age 65. — I. \M^% (old iorm) further; away; totiitt, 

2. 3ttl!t (£nii^ bet ISuifel tOiebet, is your back iUhing again (for 
a flogging)? So in 2)cr bfifc 9laU(i^ of Hans Sachs: 

Sll^ut bi(^ bet Sudel toiber juden. 

3. feitt' Xage, as stereotyped phrase, used here for tneine 2^agc, 
my life long; cf. page 2, note 4. 

Page 66.— I. (itgettb) too attbetiS, i. e., ant ©algcn. 

2. OOt tOie naiil, usually nad^ njic ©or, hereafter just as before, 

3. ^ebOttet ^tO|lf, about equivalent to thanks awfully^ my dear 
blockhead! 
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Pagre 67.-1. mthH gjr, Jkinayou talkl 

2. dnuxii^t, pronounce as in French. 

3. fidi f 4lieit§eil, iein^ snuffed out 

4* betl Sttintifiteit, the one who is being examined. 

Page 68«— I. oit ben wan (fontmeit) toolite, that they wanted 

to get hold of, 

2, jttltt 84e(meit; ©d^elm is now a strong noun, although the 
older weak form survives in such compounds as ©c^elmett^eic^. 

3. frlfl^, sturdily, stoutly; cf. "*Tis a quick lie, sir." Hamlet, 
V,i. 

4* tuir, t e., the inquisitors. 

5. elsiett • • liBoge(f4eit, now eine ^ogelfd^eud^e. 

6. tuetni * * • fel^ett ; the whole of the passage has suggestions 
of the long list of captious questions addressed to Egmont and 
Horn after their arrest; see Motley, Part III, chapter II. 

7. 92a4beitt bie 8|littneit flub, lit., ** according as the spiders 
are"; trans., that depends upon what sort of spiders you have. 

Page 69. — I. geljaitgett, now more often gel|ihtgt ; the preterites 
^tng and l^dngte (transitive) are both used. The intransitive verb 
is strong throughout. 

2. atli9ge)lili^te, lit., ''smeared with pitch" (as a cask); hence, 
tough, seasoned, hardened. 

With the report of Alva's arrival we have a hint as to his plans, 
and a heightened sense of the helpless terror which is fast settling 
down upon the people. Vansen's sly shrewdness, Jetter's horror, 
timidity, and "innocence," and the Master Carpenter's grave 
concern are given striking expression. The ways and means of 
tyrants are also held up to view. 

Per Culenburgifc^e palafL 

Page 69« — 3. tSgHli^e; Goethe's usage varied in the employ- 
ment of strong or weak forms after atte in the plural. 

Page 70.— I. bcr fCIte, the same as of old, 

2, eittem frol|ett freuttbtiii^ett Sy^ettfii^ett, t e., Egmont 
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3. Mnit^tid^tn nub Stti^tt, in apposition with bie gronjofen. 
^e^er refers to the Huguenots, who were frequently at war with 
the Catholics. 2)ic 3Scrbunbnen are the people of Geneva, who were 
allies of the Swiss Confederation. 

4. g(ci4flllttf as it were; so to speak, A favorite word of 
Goethe's for lessening the boldness of a strong expression — here 
burd^fd^micgtc. 

Page 71. — I. f)ferbittattb; for the most part Ferdinand is a 
creation of the poet ; for the historical Original, see Introduction, 
page xviii. 

Pagre 72.— I. f alien, archaic for fatigen^ 

2. 34 fteffe fie, /*// Aalt them; jlcHctl when used in hunting 
means, to bring a wild animal to bay. 

3. )IOlittf4f for reasons of policy. 

Pagre 78.— I. fC(ba ♦ ♦ . ])ertlO?treteitb ; in Goethe's diary 
(W. Ill, I, 72, 73) we find the following under December, 1778, 
showing the date of working upon this act : 
6. 2Uba unb @o^n . . . 
13. grit^ iDlonolog %\\i^^. 

Pagre 75. — i. ben ^inn am^Sttbenlett, to reason out the intention 
{which underlies any given command). Minor restores auSgUbenfcn 
from Goethe's manuscript, in place of au8gubnl(fcn of the printed 
texts. 

Page 76. — I. bevftluge ♦ ♦ ♦ flStg $« f eht, the prudent man was 
prudent enough to abandon his prudence. According to everyday 
rules, it would have been the " prudent " thing for Orange to have 
obeyed Alva's order. This time he was prudent enough (in a 
higher sense) to risk the "imprudence" of disobeying. 

2. ^eigerd, archaic form for ^tv^tx%f hand {of a clock). 

3. f4ente bn bem Sdttgeru^e ; the Germanic belief that the 
shying of a horse is an omen that he is carrying his rider to 
misfortune, is very old. So in Shakespeare's Richard III.^ Ill, 4 : 

Three times today my foot-cloth horse did stumble, 
And started when he look'd upon the Tower, 
As loath to bear me to the slaughter-house. 
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In Goethe's Gotz von Berlichingenf II, 3 : 
^oS $f(tb {(^eute, toie'd an bie Srftdfe fatn, unb tooUte tii^t t)Ott bet @teUe. 

In Kleist's Prinz Friedrich von Homburg^ 1. 379: 
€ein Slappe WvM. an bet Sl^fi^le fi^. 

In Felix Dahn's Krietnhilde: 
©ie^, e0 bdumt fl(4, P5nia ®unt?|ct, tollb bcin ©enajt bor weiner Srilc!' — 
Ptopf i^nt nut ben 9la(!en ntuntet, — niemal§ trfiat er bi(^ sutfld ! 

Pagre 77. — i. ^gtnotlt tritt Ottf ; the following dialogue was 
probably (after the opening exposition of the drama) the first scene 
which Goethe attacked in 1775. 

Pag© 79. — I. ^%vXt\xt% lit, "to parry"; trans, to resent 

Page 80.— I. mit bem 92ftfi|fteit, wUh Ms ovm immediaU 
concerns. 

Page 81.— I. ^vA an ben ^Mzn \z\%t^ $evnt ^V^xxi^ L e., the 

tribe of courtiers, which does not become prudent {pX\) through its 
own experiences but uses all its intelligence in studying how to 
humor the whims of the king. (Geiger.) 

2. mttb fftf P4, complete in himself; cf. Horace's 

»..etinse ipso totus teres atque rotundus {Satires^ II, 7, 86)« 

3. tttttevbriilfeit, accent both prefix and verb; — why? 

Page 82.— I. biefe aUett 9ieii^te * • * %m^\6!^t^iS^v^ fotm; 

compare certain safeguards of personal liberty in our Constitutions 
which are used to protect gpreed and selfishness. 

Page 88.— I. fie == bo« SJotf ; cf. page 60, note i. 

Page 84.— I. ed toegattgeben, to dispose of it. 

The machine-like Spanish organization by a sudden well-timed 
snap secures the capture of Egmont, the hero and idol of the whole 
people. Here, at the close of the Fourth Act, is introduced for the 
only time the steel-hard Duke of Alva, who overbears Egmont's 
liberal views, and makes a plausible defence of despotic theory and 
of the crooked ways of " practical " politics. " Perhaps the whole 
modem Science of Government has produced nothing more 
important than this dialogue '^ says a respectable authority. 
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ACT V. 

Strage. 

Page 87.— I. tiott Cnortier ja jQnairtier (pronounce Ciuar4tc'r 
in two syllables), one might translate, /"ww* ward to ward, 

2. eine ^^attbHolI, note that the gender is taken from ^anb. 

3. 3tt bitfett ♦ ♦ ♦ 0elefett ; many passages in this part of the play 
are in ** blank verse, " which is taken as an indication that they be- 
long to the latest parts of the composition. 

Pagre 88.— i. ba ])ie(tett ♦ . . teitett mu^te ; compare Mamllus's 

speech in the first scene of Shakespeare's /«//«x Casar, 
2. UAivXf transitive, in sense of erlebten. 

Page 89. — i. ^eboiter, lit., ** fellow sponsor in baptism"; say 
neighbor; mate. Cf. page 66, note 3. 

Klarchen, in her utter devotion, is carried to the very limit of 
personal and patriotic daring, but her appeals are in pitiable 
contrast to the timidity of the people. The helplessness of 
Brackenburg, who is of better stuff than the common crowd, is no 
less tragic. 

<5efSngnts. 

Page 91. — I . ^gWtttt atteitt ; the " blank verse " is very notice- 
able in the following monologue. 

Page 92. — I. ^egen bet ®efttrtte, allusion to the astrological 
belief in the favorable working of certain planets. 

2. bent erbgeboruen SHefeu, Antaeus, who could not be over- 
come as long as he touched the earth. 

3. l|Ufl0iS, the reading of Goethe's manuscript, adopted by 
Minor. 

Egmont, the fresh-hearted, free "child of nature," feels the 
horrible oppression of the dungeon-trap into which he has fallen. 
He revives his sinking spirits by the tragic delusion that he is to 
be rescued soon. 
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KlStc^ens Qatts. 

Pagre 98.— i. Stllkti^tn^ ^an§ ; an entire day lies between the 
last scene and this one. 

Page 94. — i &t toor ber veiii^e ^mm, allusion to Nathan's 
parable of the ewe lamb, //. Samuel xii, 1-4. 

Pagre 96.— I. i^rei^ = feine«, referring to S3ott; cf. page 60, 
note I, and page 83, note i. 

Page 96.— I. ev fftlytt il^tt • • • fauft ititb ftUl, allusion to 
Peter's deliverance from prison, Acts xii, 7-10; Goethe drew largely 
from the Bible at all periods of his career. 

Page 97.— I. m9 bev feitt Wkd»tq ift; cf. from Hamlet's 
soliloquy, Act III, scene i : 

The undiscovered country, from whose bourn 
No traveller returns. 

2. beitt ^eta, subject. 

3. btt berlangteft ; ^^bu'' disappeared in an unauthorized edition, 
after having been apparently inserted by Goethe in the carefully 
prepared text of his works, 1807. 

Page 98.— I. bie S^^^^h '^^ Aands {of the dock); cf. page 76, 
note 2. 

Page 99.— I. SS^Vifyxm^tn, abodes (of the blessed). 

The drama goes over into sonorous melodrama: even tKe sorry 
Brackenburg takes on the organ-tones. Along with Klarchen's 
frenzied outbursts comes the foretelling of Egmont's sure doom. 
Brackenburg, most a lover when without hope, fully realizes, for the 
first time, his helpless inferiority to his rival. Klarchen's life goes 
out amid plaintive chords. 

(SefSngnis. 

Page 100.— I. ^itlHli^ ; Goethe had a fondness for this Ger- 
man name, as shown in Faust Egmont's first name was really 
Lamoral. 
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2. ®ttUSitS bev 3^^f^ Council of Twelve^ the so-called <* Blood- 
Council"; see Motley, Part III, chapter I. 

3. betit ^Oltd §tt befteHeu, to set thine house in order; another 
Biblical allusion, Isaiah xxxviii, i: ^eflette belli $aud; bentt bu 
iDirfl flerben, unb nid^t lebenbtg bleibetu 

Paj?e 101.— I. S^Ott bamald; the following story is taken 
directly from Strada's history. 

2. bie ftrgentid, note the gender here. 

Page 106.— I. M^l|eif, dative of reference. 

Page 107. — I. fei, although toerbett is the usual auxiliary of 
the passive, the older conjugation with fetn survives in the second 
and third person of the imperative; cf. page 5, note 2. 

Page 108. — I. gebovgen, sheltered; provided for. The short 
and easy way in which Egmont passed Klarchen on to Ferdinand 
was a great offence to the cultured ladies who belonged to Goethe's 
intimate circle in Weimar. 

Page 109.— I. Chr eittfli^iaft . * « beljftU; Goethe had his own 
grounds for introducing this fantastic symbolism upon the stage, 
where a hard-and-fast naturalism must fetter the expression of the 
poetic ideal. Schiller found grave fault with it here, although later, 
in the preface to his Bride of Messina (1803), he pleaded eloquent, 
ly for delivering the stage from the bonds of reality. The deepest 
truths of nature, he argued, are not those which are perceived by 
our senses in their everyday experiences. The creative imagi- 
nation of the poet must reveal to us the higher moral laws of the 
universe. • 

Page 110.— I. gfreitttbe; Egmont's fellow-countrymen outside 
the prison. For a moment he imagines himself back upon one of 
the great battlefields where he had led his own people to victory, 
and now he shouts to them to follow him in a glorious attack. 

2. eaer Siebfted, i. e., civil liberty. 

Egmont's doom is irrevocably pronounced. A new episode brings 
in the tyrant's son, whose love and admiration for the hero prove a 
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satisfying moral victory at the very moment of the ruin of 
Egmont's material fortunes. Death is bitter to one who has drunk 
so deeply of the joys of. living, and he rebels against his unjust lot, 
but he is helped to meet it by his noble, new-found friend. Before 
the end comes, the lovely, sympathizing face of Klarchen appears 
in a shining vision, and she makes the hard sacrifice easy by show- 
ing that his death is to bring deliverance to the commonwealth. 
The hero's bravery reasserts itself, and he faces death, as he had 
so often faced the enemy on the battlefield, with a soldier's light 
hearted joy, which rises almost ta. hilarity. 
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l)catb'5 /l^o^crn Xanguagc Scries* 

GERMAN GRAMMARS AND READERS. 

Hix'8 Brstes deatsches Schalbuch. For primary classes. IIlus. 20a pages. 35 cts. 

Jojrnes-Meissner G«niian Grammar. A vwrking Grammar, elementary, yet 
complete. Half leather, fi.xa. 

Altematiye Bzercises. Can be used, for the sake of change, mstead of those in 
ihtJoyMes-Meissner itself. 54 pages. 15 cts. 

Joynes's Shorter German Grammar. Part I of the above. Half leather. 80 cts. 

Harris's German Lessons. Elementary grammar and exercises for a short 
course, or as introductory to advanced grammar. Cloth. 60 cts. 

Sheldon's Short German Grammar. For those who want to begin reading as 
soon as possible, and have had training in some other lamguages. Cloth. 60 cts. 

Babbitt's German at Sight. A syllabus of elementary grammar, with sugges- 
tions and practice woric for reading at sight. I^aper. 10 cts. 

Faulhaber's One Year Coarse in German. A brief synopsis of elementary 
grammar, with exercises for translation. Cloth. 60 cts. 

Krager and Smith's Conyersation Book. 40 pages. Cloth. 25 cts. 

Meissner's German Conyersation. Not a phrase book nor a method book, but 
a scheme of rational conversation. Cloth. 65 cts. 

Harris's German Composition. Elementary, progressive, and varied selections, 
with full notes and vocabulary. Cloth. 50 cts. 

Wesselhoeft's German Composition. With notes and vocabulary. Cloth. 83 
pages. 40 cts. 

Hatfield's Materials for German Composition. Based on Immensee and on 
Hdher alt die Kirche. Paper. 33 pages. Each, 12 cts. 

Homing's Materials for German Composition. Based on Der Sckwiegersohn* 
32 pages. 12 cts. 

Stiiyen's Praktische Anfangsgrande. A conversational beginning book with 
vocabulary and grammatical appendix. Cloth. 203 pages. 70 cts. 

Foster's Geschichten und MArchen. The easiest reading for young children. 
Cloth. 25 cts. 

Gnerber's M&rchen and Brz&hlangen, I. With vocabulary and questbns in 
German on the text. Cloth. 162 pages. 60 cts. 

Gnerber's MKrchen and BrziChlangen, n. With vocabulary. Follows the 
above or serves as independent reader. Cloth. 202 pages. 65 cts. 

Joynes'S German Reader. Progressive, both in text and notes, has a complete 
vocabulary, also English exercises. Half leather, 90 cts. Cloth, 75 cts. 

Deatsch's CoUoqaial German Reader. Ancedotes, table of phrases and idioms, 
and selections in prose and verse, with notes and vocabulary. Cloth. 90 cts. 

Boisen'S German Prose Reader. Easy and interesting selections of graded prose, 
with notes, and an index which serves as a vocabulary. Cloth. 90 cts. 

Hass's German Reader. Easy and slowly prosjessive selections in prose and 
verse. With especial attention to cognates. Cloth. 233 pages. 70 cts. 

Spanhoofd's Lehrbach der deatschen Sprache. Grammar, conversation and 
exercises, with vocabulary for beginners. Cloth. 312 pages. #1.00. 

Heath's German-English and English-German Dictionary. Fully adequate 
for the ordinary wants of the student Cloth. Retail price, I1.50. 
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SLEMSNTART GERMAN TEXTS. 

Grimm's Mitrchen and Schiller's Der Taucher (van der Smissen). Notes 
and vocabulary. Marchen in Roman type. 65 cts. 

Andersen's Mlrchen (Super). With notes and vocabulary. 70 cts. 

Andersen's Bilderbuch ohne Bilder. With notes and vocabulary by Dr. 
Wilhehn Bernhardt, Washington, D.C. 30 cts. 

Leander's Traumereien. Fairy tales with notes and vocabulary by Pro- 
fessor Van der Smissen of the University of Toronto. 40 cts. 

Volkmann's (Leander's) Kleine Geschichten. Four very easy tales, with 

notes and vocabulary by Dr. Wilhelm Bernhardt. 30 cts. 
Easy Selections for Sight Translation. (Deering.) 15 cts. 
Storm's In St. Jttrgen. Notes and vocabulary by Prof. A. S. Wright, 

Case School of Applied Science. 30 cts. 
Storm's Immensee (Bernhardt). With notes and vocabulary. 30 cts. 
Heyse's Niels mit der offenen Hand. Notes, vocabulary and English 

exercises by Prof. E. S. Joynes. 30 cts. 
Heyse's L'Airabbiata (Bernhardt). With notes and vocabulary. 25 cts. 
Von Hillem's HOher als die Kirche (Clary). With vocabulary. 25 cts. 
Haaffs Der Zwerc Nase. With introduction by Professor Grandgent of 

Harvara University. No notes. 15 cts. 
Hauff's Das kalte Herz. Notes and vocabulary by Professor Van der 

Smissen, University of Toronto. (Roman type.) 40 cts. 
Ali Baba and the Forty Thieves. With introduction by Prof. Grand- 
gent of Harvard University. No notes. 20 cts. 
Schiller's Der Taucher. With notes and vocabulary by Professor Van der 

Smissen of the University of Toronto. 12 cts. 
Schiller's Der Neffe als Onkel (Beresf ord- Webb) . Notes and vocab. 30 cts. 
Baumbach's Waldnoyellen. Six little stories, with notes and vocabulary 

l^ Dr. W ilhelm Bernhardt. 35 cts. 
Spyri's Rosenresli. With notes and vocabulary for beginners, by Helene 

H. Boll, of the High School, New Haven, Conn. %i cts. 
Sp3rzi'8 Moni der Geissbab. With vocabulary by H. A. Guerber. 35 cts. 
Zschokke's Der zerbrochene Krug. With notes, vocabulary and English 

exercises by Professor E. S. Joynes. 25 cts. 
Baumbach's Nicotiana und andere Ertdhlungen, Five stories, with notes 

and vocabulary by Dr. Wilhelm Bernhardt. 30 cts. 
Elf 'i Er ist nicht eiferstichtig. With vocabulary by Prof. B.W.Wells, as cts. 
Carmen Sylva's Ans meinem KOniereich. Five short stories, with notes 

and vocabulary by Dr. Wimelm Bernhardt. 35 cts. 
Gerstlcker's (}ermelshausen (Lewis). Notes and vocabulary. 25 cts. 
Wichert's Als Verlobte empfehlen sich . Notes and vocabulary by 

Dr. Geo. T. Flom, Iowa State University. 25 cts. 
Benedix's Nein. With notes, vocabulary and English exercises fay A. W. 

Spanhoofd. 35 cts. 
Benedix's Der Prozess. With notes, vocabulary, and list of irregular 

verbs by Professor B. W. Wells. 20 cts. 
Ztcbokke's Das Wirtshans zo Cransac. Introduction, notes and English 

exercises by Prof. £. S. Joynes, So. Carolina College. 30 cts. 
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1)eatb'5 Aodetn Xanguaoe Setfea. 

mXSRHEDIATS 6£RMAN TEXTS. (Partial List.) 
Amold't Fritz aaf Ferien. Notes and vocab. by A. W. Spanhoofd, Direc- 
tor of German in High Schools, Washington, D.C 25 cts. 
Heyte'8 Das Hildchen yon Treppi. With introduction, notes, and Eng- 

lish exercises by Professor Joynes. 30 cts. 
Stille Wasser. Three tales by Krane, Hoffman and Wildenbruch, with 

notes and vocabulary by Dr. Wilhelm Bernhardt. 35 cts. 
SeidePs Leberecht Hiihnchen. With notes and vocabulary by Professor 

Spanhoofd, High School, Washington, D.C. 30 cts. 
Aof der Sonnenseite. Humorous stories by Seidel, Sudermann and others. 

With notes and vocabulary by Dr. Wilhelm Bernhardt. 35 cts. 
Frommel's Eingeschneit. Notes and vocabulary by Dr. Bernhardt. 30 cts. 
Keller's Kleider machen Leate. With notes and vocabulary by M. B. 

Lambert, Brooklyn High School. 35 cts. 
Lillencron's Anno 1^70. Notes and vocabulary by Dr. Bernhardt. 
Baumbach's Die Nonna. Notes and vocabulary by Dr. Bernhardt. 30 cts. 
Riehl's Der Pluch der SchOnheit. With notes by Professor Thomas, 

Columbia University, and vocabulary. 30 cts. 
RieU's Das Spielmannskind ; Der stomme Ratsherr. Two stories with 

notes by A. F. Eaton, Colorado College. 25 cts. 
Ebner-Eschenbach's Die Freihenen von Gemperlein. Edited by Prof. 

Hohlfeld, University of Wisconsin. 30 cts. 
Frejrtag's Die Joumalisten. With notes by Professor Toy of the Uni. 

versity of North Carolina. 30 cts. With vocabulary, 40 cts. 
Wilbrandt's Das Urteil des Paris. Notes by A. G. Wirt, Denver Uni- 
versity. 30 cts. 
Schiller's Das Lied von der Glocke. With notes and vocabulary by Pro- 

fessor Chamberlin of Denison University. 20 cts. 
Schiller's Jongfraa von Orleans. With introduction and notes by Prof. 

B. W. Wells. Illustrated. 60 cts. With vocabulary, 70 cts. 
Schiller's Maria Stoart. Introduction and notes by Prof. Rhoades, Uni- 
versity of Illinois. Illustrated. 60 cts. With vocabulary, 70 cts. 
Schiller's Wilhelm Tell. With introduction and notes by Prof. Deering 

of Western Reserve Univ. lUus. 50 cts. With vocab., 70 cts. 
Schiller's Ballads. With introduction and notes by Professor Johnson of 

Bowdoin College. 60 cts. 
Batimt>ach's Der Schwiegersohn. With notes by Dr. Wilhelm Bernhardt. 

30 cts. With vocabulary, 40 cts. 
Onkel and Nichte. Story by Oscar Faulhaber. No notes. 20 cts. 
Benediz's Plautas and Terenx; Die Sonntagsjftger. Comedies edited 

by Professor B. W. Wells. 25 cts. 
Francois's Phosphoras Hollander. With notes by Oscar Faulhaber. 20 cts. 
Hoser's Kdpnickerstrasse lao. A comedy with introduction and notes 

by Professor Wells. 30 cts. 
Hoser's Der Bibliothekar. Introduction and notes by Prof. Wells. 30 cts. 
Drei Ueine Lastspiele. GUnstige Vorxeichen, Der Proness^ Miner muss 

heiraten. Edited with notes by Prof. B. W. Wells. 30 cts. 
Belbig's KomSdie aaf der Hochschale. With introduction and notes bjr 

Prof. B. W. Wells. 30 cts. 
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Deatb'5 Aodetn Xatiduage Setied. 

mXERMSDIATE GERMAN TEXTS. (Partial List.) 

Schiller's Geschichte des dreissigjiUixigen Kriegs. Book III. With 

notes by Professor C. W. Prettyman, Dickinson College. 35 cts. 
Schiller's Der Geisterseher. Part I. With notes and yocabulary by Pro- 
fessor Joynes, South Carolina College 30 cts. 
Selections for Sight Translation. Fifty fifteen-line extracts compiled by 

Mme. G. F. Mondan, High School, Bridgeport, Conn. 15 cts. 
Selections for Advanced Sight Translation. Compiled by RoseChamber- 

lin, Bryn Mawr College. 15 cts. 
Benedix's Die Hochzeitsreise* With notes and vocabulary by Natalie 

Schiefferdecker, of Abbott Academy. 25 cts. 
Aas Hers and Welt. Two stories, with notes by Dr. Wm. Bernhardt. 35 cts. 
Novelletten-Bibliothek. Vol. I. Six stories, selected and edited with 

notes by Dr. Wilhelm Bernhardt. 60 cts. 
Novelletten-Bibliothek. Vol II. Selected and edited as above. 60 cts. 
Unter dem Christbaum. Five Christmas stories by Helene Stokl, with 

notes by Dr. Wilhelm Bernhardt. 60 cts. 
Hoffmann's Historische BrziChlansen. Four important periods of German 

history, with notes by Professor Beresford-Webb. 25 cts. 
Wildenbruch's Das edle Blot. Edited with notes and vocabulary by 

Professor F. G. G. Schmidt, University of Oregon. 25 cts. 
Wildenbruch's Der Letzte. With notes by Professor F. G. G. Schmidt 

of the University of Oregon. 25 cts. 
Wildenbruch's Harold. With introduction and notes by Prof. Eggert. 35 cts. 
Stifter's Das Haidedorf. A little prose idyl, with notes by Professor 

Heller of Washington University, St. Louis. 20 cts. 
Chamisso's Peter Schlemlhl. With notes by Professor Primer of the 

University of Texas. 25 cts. 
EichendorfTs Aas dem Leben eines Taagenichts. W^th notes by Pro- 
fessor Osthaus of Indiana University. 35 cts. 
Heine's Die Harzreise. With notes by Professor Van Daell of the 

Massachusetts Institute of Technology. 25 cts. 
Jensen's Die braane Erica. With notes by Professor Joynes of South 

Carolina College. 25 cts. 
Holberg's Niels Klim. Selections edited by £. H. BabbiU of Columbia 

College. 20 cts. 
Lyrics and Ballads. Selected and edited with notes by Professor Hatfieki, 

Northwestern University. 75 cts. 
Meyer's Gastav Adolfs Page. With full notes by Professor Heller of 

Washington University. 2? cts. 
Sadermann's Johannes. Introduction and notes by Prof. F. G. G. 

Schmidt of the University of Oregon. 15 cts. 
Sadermann's Der Katzensteg. Abridged and edited by Prof. Wells. 40 cts. 
Dahn's Sigwalt and Sigridh. With notes by Professor Schmidt of the 

University of Oregon. 25 cts. 
Keller's Romeo and Jalia aaf dem Dorfe. With introduction and notes 

by Professor W. A. Adams of Dartmouth College. 30 cts. 
Haaff's Lichtenstein. Abridged. With notes by Professor Vogel, 

Massachusetts Institute of Technology. 75 cts. 
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1>eatb'5 Aodern Xanduage Scried* 

ADVANCED GERMAN TEXTS. 
ScheffePs Trompeter von S&kkmgen. Abridged and edited by Professor 

Wenckebach of Weliesley College. Illustrated. 6§ cts. 
ScheffePt Ekkehard. Abridged and edited by Professor Carla Wenckebach 

of Weliesley College. Illustrated. 70 cts. 
Fnytag's Soil und fiaben. Abridged. With notes by Professor Files of 

Bowdoin College. 65 cts. 
Freytag'8 Aus dem Staat Friedrichs des Grossen. With notes by Pro- 
fessor Hagar of Owens College, England. 25 cts. 
Freytag'8 Aus dem Jahrhandert des grossen Krieges. Edited by Pro- 
fessor Rhoades, of the University of Illinois. 35 cts. 
Freytag's Rittmeister von Alt-Rosen. With introduction and notes by 

Professor Hatfield of Northwestern University. 60 cts. 
Fttlda's Der Talisman. Introduction and notes by Prof. C. W. Pretty man, 

Dickinson College, 35 cts. 
Lessing's Minna von Bamhelm. With notes and introduction by Prof. 

Primer of the Univ. of Texas. 60 cts. With vocabulary, 65 cts. 
Letsing's Nathan der Weise. With introduction and notes by Professor 

Primer of the University of Texas. 80 cts. 
Lessing's Emilia Galotti. With introduction and notes by Professor 

Winkler of the University of Michigan. 60 cts, 
Goethe's Sesenheim. From Dichtung und Wahrheit, W^ith notes by 

Professor Huss of Princeton. 25 cts. 
Goethe's Meisterweiice. Selections in prose and verse, with copious notes 

by Dr. Bernhardt of Washington. $1.25. 
Goethe's Dichtan^ und Wahrheit. (1-IV.) Edited by Professor C. A. 

Buchheim of King's College, London, qo cts. 
Goethe's Hermann and Dorothea. With notes and introduction by Pro- 
fessor Hewett of Cornell University. 75 cts. 
Goethe's Hermann and Dorothea. Edition with notes and vocabulary by 

Professor Adams of Dartmouth College. 65 cts. 
Goethe's Inhigenie. With introduction and notes by Professor L. A. 

Rhoades of the University of Illinois. 65 cts. 
Goethe's Torquato Tasso. With introduction and notes by Professor 

Thomas of Columbia University. 75 cts. 
Goethe's Faast. With introduction and notes by Professor Thomas of 

Columbia University. Part I, ^1.12. Part II, I1.50. 
Goethe's Poems. Selected and edited by Professor Harris of Adelbert 

College. 90 cts. 
Grillparzer's Der Traam, ein Leben. Introduction and notes by Edward 

Meyer, Adelbert College. 60 cts. 
Heine's Poems. Selected and edited with notes by Professor White of 

Cornell University. 75 cts. 
Walther's Meereskande. (Scientific German.) Notes and vocabulary by 

Prof. Sterling of the University of Wisconsin. 75 cts. 
Gore's German Science Reader. With notes and vocabulary. 75 cts. 
Hodge's Scientific German. Selected and edited by Professor Hodges, 

formerly of Harvard University. 75 cts. 
Wenckebach's Deatsche Literatargeschichte. Vol. I (to iioo a.d) with 

Musterstucke* 50 cts. 
Wenckebach's Meisterwefke des Mittelalters. Selections from German 

translations of the masterpieces of the Middle Ages. %\ .26. 
Dahn's Ein Kampf am Rom. Abridged and edited with notes by Professor 

Wenckebach of Weliesley College. 70 cts. 
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FRSNCH GRAMMARS AND RSADERS. 

Edgien'8 Compendious French Grammar. Adapted to the needs of the 
beginner and the advanced student. ^1.12. 

Edgren'8 French Grammar, Part I. For those who wish to learn quickly 
to read French. 35 cts. 

Fraser and Squair's French Grammar. Complete and practical. For 
beginners and advanced students. I1.12. 

Grandgent's Essentials of French Grammar. With numerous exercises 
and illustrative sentences. I1.00. 

Grandgent's Short French Grammar. Help in pronunciation. 60 cts. 

Grandgent's French Lessons and Exercises. First Yearns Course for 
Grammar Schools. 25 cts. Second Yearns Course, 30 cts. 

Grandgent's Materials for French Composition. Five pamphlets based 
on La Pipe de Jean Bart, La aemihre classe, Le Siige de Berlin^ 
Peppino, L ^Abbe Constantin, respectively. Each, 12 cts. 

Grandgent's French Composition. Elementary, progressive and varied 
selections, with full notes and vocabulary. 50 cts. 

Bottvet's Exercises in Syntax and Composition. With notes and vocab- 
ulary. 75 cts. 

Clarke's Subjunctiye Mood. An inductive treatise, with exercises. 50 cts. 

Hennequin's French Modal Auxiliaries. With exercises in composition 
and conversation. 50 cts. 

Kimball's Materials for French Composition. Based on Colomba, for 
second year's work ; on La Belle-Nivemaise, and also one on La 
Tulipe Noire^ for third year's work. Each, 12 cts. 

Brigham's Exercises in French Composition. Based on Sans Famille. i2cts. 

Storr's Hints on French Syntax. With exercises. 30 cts. 

Marcott's French Review Exercises. With notes and vocabulary. 20 cts. 

Houghton's French by Reading. Begins with interlinear, and gives in the 
course of the book the whole of elementary gramnuur, with read- 
ing matter, notes and vocabulary. |i.i2. 

Hotchkits's Le Fremier Liyre de Frangais. Conversational introduction 
to French, for young pupils. Boards. Illustrated. 79 pages. 35 cts. 

Fontaine's Liyre de Lecture et de Conversation. Combines Reading, 
Conversation, and Grammar, with vocabulary. 90 cts. 

Fontaine's Lectures Courantes. Can follow the above. Contains Reading, 
Conversation, and English Exercises based on the text, fi.oo. 

Lyon and Larpent's Primary French Translation Book. An easy be- 
ginning reader, with very full notes, vocabulary, and English ex- 
ercises based on the latter part of the text. 60 cts. 

Super's Preparatory French Reader. Complete and graded selections of 
interesting French, with notes and vocabulary. 70 cts. 

French Fairy Tales (Joynes). With notes, vocabulary, and English exer- 
cises based on the text. 35 cts. 

Bowen's First Scientific Reader. With notes and vocabulary. 90 cts. 

Dayies's Elementary Scientific French Reader. Confined to Scientific 
French. With notes and vocabulary. 40 cts. 

Heath's Prench-Enelish and English-French Dictionary. Fully adequate 
for the ordinary wants of students. Retail price, I1.50. 
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ELSMSNTART FRSNCH TEXTS. 

Sugar's Let MalheoiB de Sophie. Two donkey episodes. Notes and vocab> 
ulary by Elizabeth M.White, High School,Worcester,Mass. 45 cts. 

Santine's Picdola. With notes and vocabulary by Prof. O. B. Super. 

Mairet't La XAche da Petit Piene. Notes, vocabulary, and English ex- 
ercises by Professor Super, Dickinson College. 35 cts. 

Bmno't Tour de la Fiance par deux Enfants. Notes and vocabulary by 
C. Fontaine, High Schools, Washington, D.C. 45 cts. 

Jules Veme't L'Exp^dition de la Jeone Hardie. With notes, vocabulary, 
and appendixes by W. S. Lyon. 25 cts. 

Gervais's Un Cas de Conscience. With notes, vocabulary, and appendixes 
by R. P. Horsley. 25 cts. 

G^nin's Le Petit TaiUeur Beaton. With notes, vocabulary, and appendixes 
by W. S. Lyon. 25 cts. 

Assolant's Une Ayentare da C6Ubie Pierrot. With notes, vocabulary, 
and appendixes by K. E. Pain. 25 cts. 

Mailer's Lea Grandes D^coayertes Modemes. Photography and Teleg- 
raphy. With notes, vocabulary, and appendixes. 25 cts. 

R^ts de Guerre et de Revolution. Selected and edited, with notes, vocab- 
ulary, and appendixes, by B. Minssen. 25 cts. 

Bnmo's Lea Enfants Patriots. With notes and vocabulary. 25 cts. 

BedoUidre's La Mere Michel et son Chat. With notes, vocabulary, and 
appendixes by W. S. Lyon. 25 cts. 

Legoay6 and Labiche's La Cigale chez les Foarmis. A comedy in one 
act, with notes by W. H. Witherby. 20 cts. 

Labiche and Martin's Le Voyage de M. Perrichon. A comedy; notes 
and vocabulary by Professor B. W. Wells. 30 cts. 

Labiche and Martin's La Poudre aaz Teax. Comedy ; notes and vocab- 
ulary by Professor B. W. Wells. 30 cts. 

Damas's L'Eyasion da Dae de Beaafort. Notes by D. B. Kitchen. 25 cts. 

Damas's Monte-Cristo. With notes and vocabulary by I. H. B. Spiers, 
Wm. Penn Charter School, Philadelphia. 40 cts. 

Assollant's R^ts de la Vieille France. Notes by E. B. Wanton. 25 cts. 

Berthet's Le Facte de Famine. With notes by B. B. Dickinson. 25 cts. 

Erckmann-Chatrian's L'Hlstoire d'on Paysan. With notes by W. S. 
Lyon. 25 cts. 

France's Abeille. With notes by C. P. Lebon of the Boston English High 
School. 25 cts. 

La Main Malhearease. Complete vocabulary by H. A. Guerber. 25 cts. 

Enaalt's Le Chien da Capitaine. Notes and vocabulary by C. Fontaine, 
Director of French, High Schools, Washington, D.C. 35 cts. 

Trois Contes Choisis par Daadet. {Le Siige de Berlin^ La dernilre Classe, 
La Mule du Pape). With notes by Professor Sanderson. 15 cts. 

Erckmann-Chatrian's Le Conscrit de 1813. Notes and vocabulary by 
Professor Super, Dickinson CoUege. 45 cts. 

Selections for Sight Translation. Fifty Mteen-line extracts compiled by 
Miss Bruce of the High School, Newton, Mass. 15 cts. 

Laboalaye's Contes Bleas. With notes and vocabulary by C. Fontaine, 
Central High School, Washington, D.C. 35 cts. 

Malot's Sans Famille. With notes and vocabulary by I. H. B. Spiers of 
the Wm. Penn Charter School, Philadelphia. 40 cts. 
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mXERHEDIATE FRSNCH TEXTS. (Partial List.) 

Lamartine'8 Scenes de la R6volatioii Fiancaise. With notes by Pro- 
fessor Super of Dickinson College. '30 cts. 

Lamartine's Graziella. With introduction and notes by Professor F. M. 
Warren of Yale University. 35 cts. 

Lamartine's Jeanne d'Arc. Edited by Professor Barr^re, Royal Military 
Academy, Woolwich, England. 30 cts. 

Michelet : Extraits de rhistoire de France. With notes by Dr. C. H. 
C. Wright, Harvard University. 30 cts. 

Victor Hugo's La Chute. From Les Miserables, Edited with notes by 
Professor Huss of Princeton. 25 cts. 

Victor Hugo's Bug Jargal. With notes by Professor Boielle of Dulwich 
College, England. 40 cts. 

Champfleury's Le Violon de Faience. With notes by Professor Clovis 
B^venot, Mason College, England. 25 cts. 

Gautier's Voyage en Espagne. With notes by H. C. Steel. 25 cts. 

Balzac's Le Cur6 de Tours. With notes by Professor C. R. Carter, Wel- 
lington College, England. 25 cts. 

Balzac : Cinq Seines de la Com6die Humaine. With notes by Professor 
B.W.Wells. 40 cts. 

Daudet's Le Petit Chose. Abridged, with notes by Professor O. B. 
Super. 30 cts. 

Daudet's La Belle-Niyemaise. With notes by Professor Bo'ielle of Dul- 
wich College, England. 25 cts. 

Theurlet's Bigarreau. Notes by C. Fontaine, Washington, D.C. 25 cts. 

Musset: Trois Comedies. Notes and introduction by Dr. Kenneth 
McKenzie, Yale University. 30 cts. 

Maupassant : Huit Contes Choisis. With notes by E. M. White, High 

School, Worcester, Mass. 25 cts. 
Adyanced Selections for Sight Translation. Extracts, twenty to fifty lines 

long, compiled by Mme. T. F. Colin, Bryn Mawr, Pa. 15 cts. 
Dumas's La Question d' Argent. Comedy edited by G. N. Henning, 

Professor of French, Columbian University. 30 cts. 
Lesage's Gil Bias. Abbreviated and edited with notes by Professor San- 
derson of Yale University. 40 cts. 
Sarcey's Le Siege de Paris: Introduction and notes by Professor I. H. 

B. Spiers of William Penn Charter School, Philadelphia. 35 cts. 
Loti's Pecheur d'Islande. With notes by O. B. Super. 30 cts. 
Beaumarchais's Le Barbier de Seville. Comedy with introduction and 

notes by Professor Spiers of William Penn Charter School. 25 cts. 
Molifere's Le Bourgeois Gentilhomme. With introduction and notes by 

Professor Warren of Yale University. 30 cts. 
Moli^re's L'Avare. With introduction and notes by Prefessor Levi of 

the University of Michigan. 35 cts. 
Radne's Esther. With introduction, notes, and appendixes by Professor 

L H. B. Spiers of William Penn Charter School. 25 cts. 
Racine's Athalie. Introduction and notes by Prof. C. A. Eggert. 30 cts. 
Racine's Andromaque. Introduction and notes by Prof. B.W.Wells. 30 cts. 
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